
Next Meeting
The July Meeting will be a visit to the SA Maritime 
Museum's Lost Tools of Henry Hoke exhibition.
Date: Sunday July 25th 2010
Time: 2:00 pm at the Museum or meet at the 
Railway hotel at 12:30 – 1:00  for lunch.
Cost: Donation
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News From The Friends

From The President
Greetings to you all.   Winter is here, with plenty of 
breeze, better put a reef in and another log on the fire!   I 
hope you are all coping with this chilly stuff all right, 
remember it'll soon be Spring again. 

It being only two months since the last Traverse Board, 
there is not much to report.   Our last gathering was 
another testament to the value of sponsoring young 
people to embark on the "One and All" tor a voyage of 
development and discovery.   We had the pleasure of 
hearing Jessica Francis tell of her five days aboard, 
sailing from Wallaroo to Port Vincent, and just how 
much she gained in skills and confidence.   Also present 
was Rose Logan, the student we sent to sea last year. 
Both attend Gepps Cross High, and it was wonderful 
hear of their experiences. 

We have something different lined up for July, thanks to 
Kevin Jones, the director of the Maritime Museum.   He 
has invited the Friends to a free visit to the Museum to 
see the exhibitions of the many inventions of Henry 
Hoke, an extraordinary man as you will see.   The plan 
is to gather at the Railway Hotel for lunch on Sunday, 
July 25 , then wander along Lipson Street to the 
Museum - it should be interesting, to say the least, and a 
bit of fun, too, so please come along if you can. 
I just learned that yachtsman and adventurer Don 
MacIntyre has succeeded in his re-enactment of Captain 
William Bligh's voyage from Tonga  to Kupang, 3,700 
nautical miles in all -  quite an achievement, in a replica 
of Bligh's very small boat, too. 

Time to say adieu, until the 25th, so Neil can work his 
magic to get the T.B. out to you in good time. 

Regards, Julian.
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On the One & All.
On the 12th of April – 16th of 
April 2010 I embarked on the 
trip of a lifetime.
I received a scholarship from 
friends of the Paul McGuire 
Maritime Library to sail on the 
one and all sailing ship.

The One & All is a tall ship that 
carted grain through the byte. 
We sailed from Wallaroo to 
Port Vincent, stopping at Emu 
Bay.

On the ship we helped with general running of the ship 
until we learnt the ropes.

On the Wednesday the students were handed the boat to 
sail ourselves.

Our supervisors had taught us enough, and trusted us 
enough to navigate and sail to Port Vincent ourselves. 
And we did so perfectly.

Whilst on the One & All I made some wonderful new 
friends and I will never forget the amazing time I had.

I would like to thank the friends of Paul McGuire Maritime 
Library, Community Mentoring – Inner North and Gepps 
Cross Girls High School for this opportunity, it was truly 
amazing.
Jess Francis, 2010 Scholarship Winner

mailto:mcguirefriends@gmail.com
http://www.fpmml.org.au/


From the Papers – Maritime News from SA regional newspapers.

Fishing limits won't save endangered sea 
lions: conservationists

ABC News - Updated Fri Jun 11, 2010 2:06pm AEST

The Wilderness Society wants the Australian Fisheries 
Management Authority to impose tougher restrictions 
on the shark fishing industry in South Australia.

It says proposed new boundaries would fail to protect 
the endangered australian sea lion, which has about 
80 per cent of its population in SA waters.

Scientific work commissioned by the Federal 
Government found close to 400 sea lions were 
trapped and drowned in shark gillnets each breeding 
season.

It suggested most of the fishery should be closed to 
protect them.

But the Authority intends a fishing ban in only about 
7,000 square kilometres of the fishery from next 
month by increasing the protection zone around critical 
sea lion colonies from 11 to 18 kilometres.

Shen Dycer from the Wilderness Society says that 
would be inadequate.

"This will only reduce by-catch mortalities by 15 per 
cent," she said.

The shark fishing industry says only 30 sea lions per 
season become entangled.

Kyri Toumazos, from the Sustainable Shark Gillnet 
Association, says the earnings of 12 shark fishermen 
from the SA west coast through to Kangaroo Island 
and Cape Jervis will be affected.

"The impact on the industry will be approximately 15 to 
20 per cent."

Shark fishing boundaries fight - file photo (Fisheries: Fisheries Officer 
Peter Henwood)
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One and All History
The completion of STV One & All was the fulfillment of a 
dream for a dedicated group of South Australians who 
had been working for years to have a sail training ship 
operating from the State. One & All was built by W. G. 
Porter & Son Pty Ltd at North Haven, South Australia 
with assistance from a team of enthusiastic volunteers.

She was launched in 1985. Although based on the 
classic 1850s brigantines, One & All is no replica, being 
constructed of timber to the modern standards of the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

Measurements:

Length overall 42.68m
Length on deck 30.05m

Waterline 26.50m
Beam 8.20m
Draught 2.85m
Sail Area 581m2
Main Mast height 27.00m

Tonnage:
Displacement 207 tonne weight
Gross 121 tons measurement
Nett 26 tons measurement.

One of her first major voyages was the First Fleet Re-
enactment in 1987, when One & All joined the fleet at Rio 
De Janeiro, returning to South Australia with them on 
April 1, 1988.

One & All is based in Port Adelaide. She is operated by 
SA Tall Ships Incorporated, and is supported by a 
voluntary organisation called the One & All Sail Training 
Association.

Youth development is the main business of One & All. 
Over the years, One & All has provided memorable 
experiences and influenced the lives of more than 4,500 
young South Australians, many of whom have gone on to 
be highly successful in their chosen careers. 
From the One and All  website: http://www.satallships.com.au



Precious peacock: Heritage listing for $4m 
maritime showpiece
BY PETER COLLINS

The Warrnambool Standard

20 Feb, 2010 03:00 AM

IT'S sailed half-way around the world, survived a shipwreck 130 
years ago and is valued at more than $4 million. Now the Loch 
Ard peacock has finally been included in Victoria's heritage 
register.

The life-size Minton porcelain artwork statue, which is the 
centrepiece of Warrnambool's Flagstaff Hill maritime history 
display, is insured for $4 million and kept in a padded glass case 
with electronic security.

Heritage Council of Victoria chairman Daryl Jackson described 
the peacock as a "very significant" object for Victoria.

"It is associated with a number of important events in the history of Victoria: the Loch Ard shipwreck, the exhibition of 
1880-81 and the opening of the Royal Exhibition Building," he said.
The statue was shipped to Australia in the Loch Ard from England in 1878, destined for the official opening of the 
Melbourne exhibition building. But it only made it as far as the rugged coastline near Port Campbell when the ship was 
wrecked in one of Australia's worst maritime tragedies.

It sank in just 15 minutes with the loss of 52 lives.

Two days later a wooden packing crate containing the peacock was washed onto the beach at what is known as Loch 
Ard Gorge. It was found by local resident James Miller and remained in his family until 1943.

It came to Flagstaff Hill in 1975 after a local committee, the city council and Fletcher Jones organisation chipped in 
about $4500 to buy it through a Melbourne auction house.

The precious statue made the trip to Warrnambool in the back seat of a car.

Yesterday's heritage listing announcement was the culmination of months of work by retired teacher Ron Sproston a 
Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village volunteer who compiled an extensive document for Heritage Victoria on the peacock's 
history and significance.

"I see it as symbolic of the strivings for marvellous Melbourne and of the trials and tribulations of the migrants who 
came out on ships," he said.

"It is very satisfying to have recognition for the peacock. It's irreplacable."

Flagstaff Hill manager Peter Abbott said the recognition boosted the case for the Warrnambool venue to be declared a 
state maritime history centre.

"We are not just a little regional museum, we have a significant cultural collection with items dating back to 1622," he 
said.

"Next week we will host the national maritime museums conference.
"However, we get no recurrent government funding. Melbourne-based museums get $38 in government funds for 
every visitor while we get only 25 cents," he said.

Mr Abbott said there had been an informal request for the peacock to be taken to the national museum for a major 
Australian-Irish exhibition next year.

A formal request would have to be approved by the city council.

Flagstaff Hill volunteer Ron Sproston's research efforts 
have been rewarded with the heritage listing of the precious 

porcelain peacock. 

From the Papers – Maritime News from regional newspapers.

Left: Paul McGuire Youth 
Development Scholarship winner 
Jessica Francis, right, with Rose 
Logan,  last year's scholarship winner 
and Barbara Hardy at our May 
meeting.

Right: Community Mentoring 
Program Coordinator
Inner North Schools, Heidi 
Unferdorben, listens to Jess's 
experiences on the One and All.Page 3



Abby Sunderland, her critics and the pressures of sponsorship
sail-world.com - 8:12 AM Mon 14 Jun 2010
  .
Abby Sunderland, dismasted, her round world attempt foiled 
and her boat abandoned, is now headed for the French-
owned Kerguelan Islands on a fishing boat that went out of 
their way to rescue her... But even before she has touched 
dry land, the inevitable controversy about her voyage – and 
future voyages by teenagers – has begun.
A couple of months ago, in a piece about the teen solo 
circumnavigating sailors, who were then doing well in their 
respective oceans, I wrote: ...their critics, so loud previously, 
seem to have gone quiet. Quiet, not dead. It would probably take 
one tragedy to bring them from their hiding holes with renewed 
energy. Since seven-year-old Jessica Dubroff set off in July 1996 
in a blaze of publicity to fly across America and become the 
younges flyer to do so, then crashed, killing herself, her father 
and her instructor, there have been no copy-cat attempts. 
Everybody loves a winner.'

Certainly it seemed that everybody in Australia loved the winner in 
Jessica Watson, and the critics, if any, were drowned out by the 
adulation that she engendered across Australia and the world.

Now it's a different story, and there's a range of hindsight 
statements coming from pundits everywhere.

In Australia, which sent a chartered aircraft to overfly Abby and 
confirm her survival, the chief executive of Yachting Australia, Phil 
Jones, said Abby should not have attempted the voyage. He said 
the route she took was especially dangerous at this time of year, 
and that she should not have continued after being delayed in 
Cape Town. Experience was important, he said, because it 
helped sailors cope with the unexpected.

Veteran round-world solo sailor and 'Clean up the World' founder Ian Kiernan, has weighed in. He says her trip was 
'badly planned, given the mountainous seas and huge wind strengths of winter in the area,' and went on to comment:' I 
don't know what she's doing in the Southern Ocean as a 16-year-old in the middle of winter. It's foolhardy.'

Others are asking the hackneyed question of 'Why should taxpayers pay for rescues when individuals voluntarily put 
themselves at risk? In Europe they are questioning the fact that while in the 21st Century risk-taking is an individual 
affair, rescues are nationalised.

Even in her home country of America, the critics were having a great day, much of it tongue-in-cheek:

'I barely trust my girls to operate a blender,' wrote the Washington Post's Joel Achenbach, 'The day l let one of my kids 
sail solo around the world is the day I let my ancient cat Phoebe drive my Honda.'

The Los Angeles Times's Steve Lopez commented that should any daughter of his express an interest in sailing 
around the world, 'I'd compliment her bravery and then lock her in her room, chain her to a tree or slip sleeping pills 
into her oatmeal.'

On a more serious note, American Sailing Association's executive director Charlie Nobles confirmed that the 
association had knocked back the teenager's appeal for sponsorship help, fearing commercial endorsement might 
encourage her to take too many risks.

'We chose not to be sponsors of Abigail because we did have concerns about the timing of her departure,' said 
executive director Charlie Nobles.

'She had a lot of sponsors that were behind her and I think that puts pressure on her,' Mr Nobles said. 'We made a 
prudent decision not to contribute to that.'

Noble's statement, however, is curious. When Abby Sunderland was searching for both sponsors and a suitable yacht, 
her planned departure time was November. Her PLANNED timing was never to be where she was when the 'long 
wave' took away her mast.

With a November departure and a six-seven months voyage, as planned, she would have been almost home in 
Marina del Rey by June. The more-than-two-month delay in starting, the one week lost in Cabo San Lucas, and then 
the one week lost in Capetown, plus the detouring time to reach those ports, had put her around three months late - 
just enough to put her into the Indian Ocean in winter. (See my earlier story about her timing with these dates in more 
detail).

'Abby Sunderland - why did she take the difficult route?'  
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From sail-world.com



Open 40 Wild Eyes, dismasted and abandoned - with 100% 
flotation ability, it will drift east with the winds -  .. .  

However, beginning an enterprise such as this is a little like getting on a nightmare carousel which is increasing in 
speed - getting off becomes harder and harder as the speed increases, and Noble's comment about the pressures of 
sponsorship are telling. Sponsorship, however, is only one of the pressures, albeit the strongest one, to be felt by 
someone, no matter what age, when they undertake the extraordinary.

In Abby's case, first, if she was going to become the youngest 
sailor to circumnavigate, she had to do it immediately or she 
would be too old. That's is a pressure by itself.

Then, as world publicity gathered around her and the other teen 
sailors, backing out would have been a serious embarrassment.

Third, once the sponsors had been won, and paid serious 
sponsorship fees, and the money had been spent on the boat, 
the pressure to continue would have multiplied dramatically.

In the middle of Mike Perham's voyage, he took the sensible 
decision not to attempt Cape Horn when the timing was wrong 
and because he had already stopped a couple of times - making 
a Panama transit an option.

In Cape Town, with the imminent winter bombs which the Indian Ocean is fabled for, and the recent example of 
Jessica Watson's rough voyage south of Tasmania, she and her team must have considered the idea of sailing north 
through the Indian Ocean past the northern shores of Australia and home. After all, by now, three months late, and no 
longer going for a non-stop journey, it would have been a viable option, and she would still have had a chance of 
becoming the youngest sailor ever to circumnavigate.

Admittedly she was in a downwind racing boat, her Open 40, and she would have experienced much contrary wind on 
that route - but so did Mike Perham, on his Open 50.

Why it was decided that Abby continue into the Southern Ocean is a question which is unlikely to be answered in the 
near future. Abby, Team Abby and her father Lawrence Sunderland, surrounded by the new media storm that has 
erupted, are now firmly in defense mode.

by Nancy Knudsen

Abby Sunderland, her critics and the pressures of sponsorship (continued)

From sail-world.com
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From the Lost Tools of Henry Hoke exhibition at the SA 
Maritime Museum.



The Institute of Backyard Studies reports that its research and technical staff have been working absurdly long hours 
recently in order to bring you a revealing new exhibition entitled “The Lost Tools of Henry Hoke” .

Exhibited in cooperation with the South Australian Maritime Museum, “The Lost Tools” reveals more of the ever-
unfolding story of Australia’s (or even the world’s) greatest unacknowledged inventor.

Henry’s role in the development of the terrifying “Quack of Doom” project with the US Army in World War 2 is 
unravelled – the project was later shelved, apparently because nuclear energy was considered a safer and more 
manageable form of warfare. What’s more, Henry’s close friendship with Albert Einstein (“Bert” to Henry) is revealed, 
along with his close working relationship with Nikola Tesla and others.

On the basis of a scrap of a blueprint found under the lino of a toilet in some heritage boatyards being demolished in 
Port Adelaide, the Institute has managed to rebuild an almost working model of the Quack. The “Quack” is 
occasionally demonstrated in the Museum but is not available for regular use as its powers are still not quite grasped 
by the 21st century mind. People and property may be at risk.

A number of other newly discovered products from the Hoke’s Tool Co are also on display, such as Hoke’s 
Demagnifying Glass and his controversial and magnificent Horizontal Marine Plumbobs.

The exhibition will be on display until early August 2010 at the South Australian Maritime Museum Lipson St Port 
Adelaide.

South Australian Maritime Museum

The Lost Tools of Henry Hoke
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Editor's Note: Our July meeting will be a visit to this extremely amusing 
exhibition.



The Russian Tall Ship 
Kruzenshtern, at the Boston 
USA  Festival of Sail in July 
2009
Photo: Jamie O'Neill

DEFENCE SCIENCE CRITICAL FOR MARITIME SECURITY

Greg Combet, the Minister for Defence Personnel, Materiel and Science,  said that defence science and innovation 
were critical elements in our maritime security. 

“The Government is keen to encourage closer cooperation between defence scientists and industry members in the 
maritime area,” said Mr Combet. 

Mr Combet said that Australian defence scientists have a proud and long history of helping provide for our maritime 
security through technological innovations in the fields of maritime capability. 

“For example, one of the best known 
capabilities that Australia’s Defence and 
Science Technology Organisation (DSTO) 
was involved with is the active missile decoy 
Nulka”, said Mr Combet. 

“Nulka has revolutionised ship protection 
with its unique, hovering rocket which 
entices missiles away from the vessel. It 
has also seen active service in the Gulf 
War.

“Nulka has also been an export success 
with approximately 930 Nulka rounds being 
produced for the Australian, United States 
and Canadian Navies. The Nulka system 
has now been installed on more than 130 
surface combat ships, with deployment on 
further ship classes planned.

“The Government is keen to encourage successes such as the Nulka and will work with defence scientists and 
industry to help achieve similar successes.

“Apart from Nulka, the DSTO also played a critical role in developing maritime technologies such as the Laser 
Airborne Depth Sounder, Australian Minesweeping System, Barra passive array sonobuoy, Kariwara slim-line array 
technology and Ikara anti submarine weapon – some on which became very successful defence exports and are 
utilised by navies around the world,” aid Mr Combet. 

Mr Combet also said that DSTO is critical to the success of the Future Submarine Project.

Source: Ministerial Press Release, 27th January 2010. 

Maritime security to be discussed at the Maritime Defence Technology Symposium 
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July 2010 Meeting

The Lost Tools of Henry Hoke
Our July meeting is a little different.

It is  a visit to the Lost Tools of Henry Hoke exhibition at the South Australian Maritime 
Museum

Sunday 25th July 2010
2:00 pm

Members are welcome to join the committee for lunch in the Railway 
 Hotel from 12:30 pm.

Book your lunch place with Fred or Sue on 8447 1527.

Please note the day and 

time!

Brooklyn, NSW Central Coast
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