
Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be our annual dinner at The 
Flying Knife restaurant at Semaphore on 
Thursday 25th November 2010.
Details are on the back page.
Date: Thursday November 25th 
Time: 6:30 pm
Venue: The Flying Knife, Semaphore.
Cost: $40
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News From The Friends

From The President
Well, as I predicted, Spring did arrive, and after a couple 
of false starts, the weather is improving. 

We welcome home our travellers, Neil Waller, from 
Canada via New Zealand, also Barry and Carmen 
Allison, who have been around Europe, including Malta, 
a place of great significance to Carmen.   Good to have 
you all back home safely.   We'll be round for the slide-
show! 

And I've just heard that Bob Sexton is home again, too - 
terrific. 

In September we visited the Maritime Museum again, 
but this time our time was spent in the Library, across 
Lipson Street in the Henry Weman sail-loft, where 
volunteer Robyn Matthews is using her skills as a 
Librarian to put a wonderful collection of books into an 
orderly state; thank you, Robyn, for a very interesting 
session, which followed a pleasant lunch at the Railway 
Hotel. 

It is possible to visit the Library, just ring the Museum to 
arrange a time. 

November already, and just time to fit in our annual 
dinner before the Christmas rush.

The venue will again be the Flying Knife Restaurant at 
Semaphore, where we have enjoyed good food, wine 
and hospitality in the past, complete with a lovely view.

I do hope that as many of you as possible will come 
along to make it a memorable evening. 

Time to close, to give Neil a chance to speed this 
Traverse Board to you. 
All the best, and see you soon, Julian.
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From the Editor:

I've just returned from an 8 week journey to North 
America and New Zealand and the first instalment of 
maritime related photos can be found as the centre-
spread.

Featured are some scenes from Canada.

I hope you find them enjoyable – it was certainly 
enjoyable taking them!

Neil Waller

Cabot Head Lighthouse, Bruce Peninsula, Ontario, Canada

mailto:mcguirefriends@gmail.com
http://www.fpmml.org.au/


Tobermory, Ontario, Canada
Tobermory is a small town and port on the northern tip of 
Bruce Peninsula 300km north west of Toronto.

Bruce Peninsula divides Lake Huron and Georgian Bay 
which is nearly big enough to be a Great Lake in its own 
right.
The harbour at Tobermory is divided into two parts: the larger 
part running east to west is Big Tub Harbour, and the smaller 
part running north to south is Little Tub Harbour.

Tobermory's primary purpose in life these days would seem 
to be tourism, although it is the departure point for the MS 
Chi-Cheemaun ferry which plies seasonally to South 
Baymouth on Manitoulin Island on the other side of Georgian 
Bay providing a much shorter route to western Canada from 
Toronto.   It is a renown SCUBA diving centre. 

To an Australian's eyes the odd thing about ports like 
Tobermory was there was apparently no fishing fleet; all the 
vessels were pleasure craft and most of these would come 
out of the water before it freezes over to prevent damage 
from ice.

Even the large 7000 ton Chi-Cheemaun retreats 100km 
south to Owen Sound for the winter.

Lighthouse at the entrance to Big Tub Harbour which is to the left.   
Little Tub Harbour is behind me.Big Tub Harbour's Shipwrecks.

The incredibly clear waters of Big Tub Harbour have two visible shipwrecks: the schooner Sweepstakes and the 
steamer City of Grand Rapids, which, given their age, are in remarkably good condition.   They are but 2 of the over 
200 shipwrecks in Georgian Bay.

Little Tub 
Harbour

Built: Burlington, Ontario, 1867
Length: 36.3 m (119 ft)
Depth: maximum depth 7 m (20 ft)
This two-masted schooner was damaged off 
Cove Island then towed to Big Tub Harbour 
where she sank in September, 1885. The hull is 
still intact, with the windlass and a portion of the 
bow rail still in place.

The schooner Sweepstakes at the head of Big 
Tub Harbour.

Built: Grand Haven, Michigan, 1879
Length: 37.3 m C122.5 ft)
Depth: maximum depth 5 m (15 ft)
The City of Grand Rapids was an elegant 
passenger steamer until it burned and sank in 
October, 1907.

The SS City of Grand Rapids.

MS Chi-Cheemaun loading at the Tobermory Ferry Terminal.



The MS Chi-Cheemaun at “sea” on Georgian Bay.

Owen Sound at the southern end of Georgian Bay 
was once the head-quarters of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway's lake steamer fleet and a very busy port.   
The CPR station and wharf was to the right, and the 
CNR station and wharf to the left.
The Chi-Cheemaun takes refuge here during winter.

Aquabus serving the Granville Island area of 
Vancouver, BC.
Once a busy dock side area Granville Island is now 
the home of many restaurants and markets.

Some Scenes from the September 2010 Classic Boat Festival in Victoria BC. 



Where is it now?
The Capt. Matthew Flinders, built in Port Adelaide, in 

Toronto, Canada, September 2010.

Annual Dinner

Flying Knife Restaurant, 
Semaphore.

 
Thursday, November 25th, 6.30 for 7.00 

$40 for a choice of three entrees and four main courses.

Desserts and coffee are extra. 

Please ring Neil (7127 4563) or Julian (0414365294) to book your place. 
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