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Meeting 8:00pm

Join us before the meeting for dinner from 6:30pm
Please book lunch with Neil 0418 821 331 or Julian 0414 365 294 
by 25th May 2019.
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News From The Friends

Proudly Supporting the Paul McGuire Collection of The State Library of South Australia.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Winter is fast approaching, so rug up! Ι trust none of the 
Friends will catch αnγ of the nasty bugs cruising around at 
this time of year, stay safe. 

First task for me is to record the 
passing of Dorothy  Pyatt on 8th 
April. She had turned a hundred last 
year, and spent her last months in a 
nursing home.   

Her good friends Τοηγ and Kate 
Woodcock notified us, as a result 
Neil and Ι collected five boxes of 
maritime books, which she wanted 
tο go to the Collection.   In the 
event, the library chose about 
seventy books, so in due course we 
shall hold another book sale with 
remaining treasures; more about 
Dorothy later in this edition. 

Our last meeting was most interesting, with two videos 
being shown, one about the Mystic Seaport Museum in the 
USA, the other being on the restoration of the James 
Craig, from a rusting hulk in Tasmania to a fully seaworthy 
square-rigger on Sydney Harbour, a wonderful effort by 
many people at all levels. Thanks, Arthur, for providing the 
entertainment that evening. 

Ιη April we sent young Joseph Hardy aboard the One and 
ΑΙΙ for a five day voyage, I able to see him off, also to 
greet him on his return; he expressed his gratitude for the 
wonderful experience, and we look forward to receiving a 
note from him soon. 

When we meet next, at the Railway Hotel on 28th May, 
Peter Christopher from the City Adelaide will talk about the 
efforts the team is making to preserve this important part 
of our history, which Ι hope we will enjoy for many years to 
come. Ι look forward to seeing you all there for a convivial 
evening. 

The Friends of the State Library has commissioned a  
portrait of  Valmai Hankel to celebrate her lifetime of 
service to the Library, and as a token of our regard for her 
as a founder of the McGuire Friends we will be contributing 
to the fund. 

Valmai is struggling a bit on the health front, but Ι did enjoy 
a phone call with her a couple of weeks ago. 

Time to close this now, see you all soon, Ι hope. 

Regards, Julian. The Traverse Board
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The Friends recently sponsored Joseph Hardy on the 
One and All.   The young people involved on the voyage 
 seem to have enjoyed their experience.   Joseph is on 
the right in the photo above.

The pictures here are on the return to Port Adelaide.

mailto:fpmml@internode.on.net
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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DOROTHY MAY PYATT, OAM

26 August 1918 – 8 April 2019

Dorothy May Pyatt was born on 26 August 1918 in North 
London, the second daughter of Robert and Rose Pyatt.  
Dorothy and her family emigrated to South Australia on the 
Orient Liner RMS Otranto arriving at Outer Harbor in 1926 when 
Dorothy was 8 years old.  They lived in Walkerville and she 
attended Walkerville Primary School.  Later the family moved to 
Broadview.

Dorothy joined the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service 
(WRANS) towards the end of World War II and was based at 
Flinders Naval Depot (HMAS Cerberus), reaching the rank of 
Leading WRAN.  She loved the disciplined life and got on well 
with those who served under her.  Following her discharge after 
eighteen months with the WRANS, Dorothy worked briefly at the 
Adelaide Telephone Exchange until she saw an advertisement in 
the paper for a job that was to change her life.

On 7 July 1947, at the age of twenty nine, Dorothy joined the 
South Australian Police Force    (SAPOL) as a Woman Police 
Constable (WPC).   Women Police in this era were a separate 
branch to the male members and had a high profile.  SAPOL 
was especially meticulous whom they employed and were 
looking for women of character with high morals.  Dorothy fitted 
those criteria.

In April 1951, Dorothy was posted to Port Augusta where she 
developed a great love of the country that she patrolled.  She 
became the first permanent woman police officer stationed at 
Port Augusta and worked with the CIB.  Port Augusta at that time 
was still something of a frontier town.  6,000 people, 2 doctors, 
no power station and a horse cab still operating.  The police had 
an immense territory to cover, roughly 400,000 square miles, 
taking in every state border except Victoria.

After 16 years in Port Augusta Dorothy was recalled back to Adelaide.  In July 1967 she resigned from the SA 
Police, having received two Commissioner’s Commendations during her career.

In 1967 she returned to England and joined the Women’s Royal Volunteer Service and worked in Germany with 
British Army personnel.  She returned to Adelaide in 1972 and re-joined SA Police as a Woman Police Auxiliary 
at Adelaide CIB.

Dorothy’s passions were history and animals and she was 
involved in many different organisations relating to these 
subjects.  Dorothy was a foundation member of the SA Police 
Historical Society which began in 1976, actively volunteering until 
the age of 99 when a fall at home forced her to retire.  She was 
instrumental in the restoration of the Police Launch ‘Archie 
Badenoch’ in the 1980’s and was made a Life Member in 1986.  
She was also involved in arranging the restoration of the graves 
of some police officers including Police Tracker Alf Ryan of 
Mount Gambier.

In 2007 she was awarded the OAM in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List for her outstanding contribution to Police History in 
South Australia.

Dorothy moved to John Paul II Village in 2018 as she was not able to look after herself at home.  She 
celebrated her 100th Birthday there where the Commissioner and Deputy of Police came to visit her.  She also 
attended a function at the Thebarton Police Barracks arranged by the Police Historical Society where she 
arrived in the Society’s old Chrysler Royal Highway Patrol Vehicle.  70 people attended this celebration.

Dorothy passed away peacefully at John Paul II Village on 8 April 2019 aged 100 years and 7 months.  Her 
funeral was held at her old church, St. Phillips at Broadview.  She is buried at North Road Cemetery with her 
parents and her sister Lilian.

Kate Woodcock

Accommodation in the Port Augusta Service 
Area was often an issue - Miss Pyatt camping in 
the derelict police cell in Coober Pedy



South Australia's oldest woman police officer Dorothy Pyatt OAM has sadly passed away. Dorothy was awarded 
the OAM in the Queen's Birthday Honours List in 2007 for her outstanding contribution to police history in South 
Australia. 

She joined South Australia Police in July 1947 aged 29, after serving in the Women's Royal Australian Naval 
Service during World War II. She was a pioneer of the police force and one of the state's early female police 
officers.

She served in an official capacity from 1947 until her retirement in 1983, followed by volunteering roles until the 
age of 99 in 2018. She was the first permanent woman police constable to serve in the Far Northern Division, 
based in Port Augusta and covering the largest territory of any police woman in Australia.

Her role was to look after the interests of women and 
children and police work related to them. She caused a 
sensation in the town as Port Augusta had never had a 
permanent woman police constable and people often 
came to the police station window to look at her.

Dorothy was the first South Australian woman police 
constable to achieve a radio operator's licence and the 
first to complete four-wheel drive vehicle training. She 
also received two Commissioner's Commendations in 
1951 and 1957 for "zeal and attention to duty".

Dorothy is an inaugural and life member of the South 
Australian Police Historical Society (SAPHS) and has 
been the driving force behind the collection, restoration 
and preservation of the society's 31,000 photos. She 
was also heavily involved in locating the burial places 
of police officers in cemeteries across the state and the 
renovation of their graves. 

Commemoration ceremonies at various sites have resulted from Dorothy's dedicated research.

PIONEERING POLICE WOMAN: SA Police Commissioner Grant Stevens, left, and SA Deputy Police 
Commissioner Linda Williams, right, with Dorothy Pyatt at her 100th birthday celebrations.

State's oldest female police officer passes
The Transcontinental, Port Augusta, 10th April 2019

Dorothy near Lake Phillips in 
1954
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Incat Crowther to Design Double-Ended Ro-Pax Ferry

10 Dec 2018

Incat Crowther is pleased to announce the design of a double-ended Ro-Pax Ferry to operate to Bruny Island in 
Tasmania.

The vessel will be operated by Sealink Travel Group – one of Australia’s largest vessel operators – and will be 
built by Richardson Devine Marine in Hobart. The first vessel will go into service in December 2019.

The vessel is unusual for a double ended vehicle ferry in that it is a robust aluminium catamaran offering a very 
significant fuel saving when compared with a conventional steel monohull vessel. In addition, the vessel is 
designed for the later fitment of an extra vehicle deck should the vehicle patronage increase, removing the need 
to carry surplus displacement until market demand warrants it.

The vessel is configured to carry 36 cars and 150 passengers. Three of the vehicle lanes will be unrestricted in 
height, with the central two lanes carrying a total 90 lane meters of trucks.

The elevated cabin – located to one side of the vessel – is divided between open-sided covered space and 
indoor space. The indoor space seats 36 passengers in booth seats with tables, whist the outdoor space 
features café style seating for 30 passengers.

The development of the vessel mirrors Incat Crowther’s wholistic approach to an operation, targeting long-term 
value and minimizing risk to the operator. This incudes the integration of established shore-based infrastructure, 
which imposes heavily on the vessel.

The vessel will be powered by four Scania DI13 070M main engines, each producing 184kW. Positioned in each 
of the four corners of the vessel, these engines will be directly coupled to Schottel SRP 100 azimuthing drives. 
As well as offering exceptional maneuverability, the azimuthing drives provide propulsion efficiency with all four 
delivering thrust in the direction of vessel travel. If required, the vessel can operate on two pods during off-peak 
periods, reducing operating costs.

Incat Crowther web site.

The ferry being developed for Sealink Bruny 
Island.

A very peaceful early morning Strahan.

Schouten Passage II at the Coles Bay jetty before  
a delightful cruise to Wineglass Bay on the other 
side of the Freycinet Peninsula behind the boat.
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Silent Drive Becomes Reality as Eco Tour Vessel Launched

25 May 2018

Incat Crowther is pleased to announce the launch of Spirit of the Wild, a spectacular new tour vessel for Gordon 
River Cruises, and the first in Australia to operate in World Heritage-listed wilderness with Silent Drive. Offering 
interpretive tours into the heart of the UNESCO Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, Spirit of the Wild 
will give customers a unique natural experience.

Built by Richardson Devine Marine, Spirit of the Wild 
is fitted with a pair of MTU 10V2000M72 main 
engines. Added to this is a cutting-edge hybrid 
electric system, consisting of a pair of ABB e-motors, 
driving Hybrid-ready ZF gearboxes. Particular 
attention was given to the mounting of the engines 
and gears to reduce the transmission of vibration and 
noise. The main engines’ modest rating is tailored to 
the local manning requirements. In open water, the 
vessel will use Boost mode from the hybrid system, 
which matches motor speed to engine speed to 
seamlessly add electric power. In this mode, the 
vessel operates at 25 knots.

When the tour comes to the World Heritage-listed Gordon River, Silent Drive mode is engaged. In this mode, 
the main engines are shut down and the vessel runs on electric power.

Spirit of the Wild exhibits excellent noise and vibration characteristics, even in Boost mode. Engine ventilation 
systems and the engine room were addressed with a fully-engineered acoustic insulation system. Attention was 
paid to fittings and door openings, with seals and bushes used extensively to stop rattles and gaps. In Silent 
Drive mode, the experience is eerily quiet, with seats returning sound level readings as low as 45dbA.

Incat Crowther developed a vessel that utilized triangular side structure to enlarge openings and minimize 
obstructed viewing locations, wrapped in a stealth-like exterior design. Dark reflective floor-to-ceiling glass 
provides an unparalleled viewing experience and enables the vessel to ‘disappear’ into a backdrop of tannin-
colored water and ancient wilderness forest.

The vessel layout is designed around optimal viewing. Every seat on the vessel was considered in the design to 
provide exceptional vistas.

Service areas are located in the centre of the vessel. The main deck side boarding areas, involving engine room 
ventilation and engine removal, were minimized, whilst the main stair case is open to avoid obstruction.

With a high-end fitout featuring local timbers, the tour will further be enhanced by exquisite service and high-
quality local cuisine. The galley and servery are linked by a dumb waiter, with the layout and function of the 
catering spaces attended to by a commercial food and beverage consultant. Interior features include the use of 
a stretched membrane ceiling in the upper deck, whilst the visibility is guarded by integrated demisting and 
exterior washing systems.

Incat Crowther Web Page

The Spirit of the Wild is a very comfortable vessel to travel in.    The service on the upper deck was excellent, and the off-vessel tours, at 
Heritage Landing on the Gordon River, and on Sarah Island,  very good.    It is pictured here in Strahan, Tasmania, on its way to the 
Gordon River.
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Not withstanding its reputation among convicts, Sarah Island 
was also home to a thriving ship-building industry with many, 
both large and small being built here.
Here are the remains of a slipway covered in mud but still 
quite sound due to its being built with Huon Pine.

A number of companies farm fish, mainly salmon, in the 
harbour.   The product can be found in supermarkets 
everywhere!

Macquarie Harbour, West Coast 
Tasmania

Macquarie Harbour on the west coast of Tasmania is the second largest harbour in Australia after Port Philip 
Bay.   Strahan at the northern end is now the only working port on Tasmania’s west coast.    Most of this is 
fishing with a couple of tourist vessels.

The entrance, Hell’s Gate, is very narrow and is marked by 2 lights:  the seaward Entrance Island, left, and 
Bonnet Island, right.    A further light at Cape Sorell was built a few years later.

Hell’s Gate is named because of the presence of the Penal Colony at Sarah Island at the southern end of the 
harbour.   Any convict passing through the heads was surely on their way to hell.

A training wall ending at Bonnet Island on the south side of the channel helps keep the channel clear but there 
is limited depth, less than 7 metres, in parts of the channel.   The average depth of the harbour is 15 metres.

A breakwater extends out to sea from the southern Macquarie Head, Cape Sorell.

Hell’s Gate looking towards Macquarie Harbour.   Bonnet Island is on the right.

The Gordon River.   The Spirit of the Wild uses electric motors 
rather than diesel to cut the noise in this World Heritage Area.



Hunter Class FFG
http://www.navy.gov.au/fleet/ships-boats-craft/future/ffg

BAE System’s Global Combat Ship – Australia will be one of the most advanced anti-submarine warships in the 
world. The Hunter class FFGs will be built in Australia by ASC Shipbuilding at the Osborne Naval Shipyard in 
South Australia.

The Hunter class will provide the Australian Defence Force with the highest levels of lethality and deterrence 
our major surface combatants need in periods of global uncertainty. They will have the capability to conduct a 
variety of missions independently, or as part of a task group, with sufficient range and endurance to operate 
effectively throughout the region. The frigates will also have the flexibility to support non-warfare roles such as 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

Incorporating the leading edge Australian-developed CEA Phased-Array Radar and the US Navy’s Aegis 
combat management system, with an Australian interface developed by Saab Australia, the Hunter class will be 
one of the most capable warships in the world.

The Hunter class will begin entering service in the late 2020s replacing the eight Anzac class frigates, which 
have been in service since 1996.
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The Harry O’May, once the  Hong Kong vehicle ferry 
Man Oh is now tied up on the Tamar to the north of 
the King Street wharf in Launceston. 

It found its way there via Hobart and Kettering in the 
Tasmania’s south.

When the SS Lake Illawarra demolished the Tasman 
Bridge on the evening of 5th January 1975 there was 
a sudden need to provide a means of crossing the 
Derwent.

While private entrepreneurs like Bob Clifford got on 
with the job, the government needed to be seen to be 
doing something so they bought the by now surplus 
30 year old vehicle ferry and towed it to Hobart and 
made various modifications for the trans-Derwent 
service.

When the bridge was repaired in 1977 the ferry, 
never particularly suitable, was no longer needed.

It was then put into service on the short Kettering to Bruny Island hop until 1991 until it was replaced by the 
current ferry. 

It was acquired by Don Dick for a service between George Town and Beauty Point at the northern end of the 
Tamar River.    This service struggled for a few years until it folded in 1997.

As time passed the authorities in Launceston grew tired of the increasingly derelict ferry and other vessels and 
requested the owners to move them to a more suitable location which they were apparently prepared to do, but 
the same authorities forbade moving the ferry to the preferred site for restoration for environmental reasons.

The case ended in court with Mr Dick agreeing to move the ferry and the other derelict vessels surrounding it 
from the King Street Wharf to a restoration site  within a year.

That was a few years ago now, 2010, but the vessels remain in the Tamar apparently no closer to restoration.

We await further developments!

Bass and Flinders Centre George Town

George Town on the River Tamar is the home of the Bass 
and Flinders Centre and the replica sloop Norfolk used by 
the pair on their exploration of Bass Strait and Tasmania in 
1798/1799.

The original was built on Norfolk Island from Norfolk Island 
pine in 1798 as was wrecked in 1800.

The replica was built by Bern Cuthbertson OAM in Hobart 
200 years later from Huon Pine and Celery Top Pine.   He 
sailed it around Tasmania to mark the Bass and Flinder’s 
journey 200 years before.

It now resides in the Bass and Flinders Centre and  is 
unlikely to ever go to sea again as it lacks any of the now 
required navigation and safety aids.

It is a very small vessel and you have to marvel at the men who sailed in her in what can be treacherous 
seas.
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