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Next Meeting
The September Meeting will feature Wendy van 
Duivenvoorde, Associate Professor in Maritime 

Archaeology and Maritime Archaeology Program 
Coordinator at Flinders University speaking on her 

research subjects.

Date: Tuesday September 24th 2019
Time: 8:00pm

(dinner from 6:30)
Venue: Railway Hotel, Port Adelaide.

Please book dinner with Neil 0418 821 331 or Julian 0414 365 294 
by 23rd September 2019.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT September 2019 

Spring is here, Hooray! And 
isn't good to feel that warmth 
again? I hope you're all in 
good shape now that winter is 
done with.   

I have just re-read the 
previous Traverse Board, and 
as usual I am impressed by 
all the interesting pieces that 
Neil manages to find for 
inclusion, from many sources 
- thank you, Neil. 

Our meeting in July, lunch followed by a visit to the 
Maritime Museum, was most enjoyable, show-casing 
the last 150 years around Port Adelaide, the 
MacFarlane boatyard, the R.S.A.Y.S., and much more, 
it was excellent. 

Our next gathering promises to be most interesting, 
the speaker will be Wendy van Duivenvoorde on the 
topic of the interaction between the early arrivals in 
Western Australia, and the “locals”. This will take place 
at Railway Hotel with the usual arrangements for 
dining, and I hope to see you all there, wouldn't that be 
something! Come anyway. 

Mike and Gay Lewis were in town recently, and it was 
great to spend an hour or so with them before their 
return to Langkawi, along the way helping a friend sail 
his new boat from Darwin to the Philippines. They are 
well, and still enjoying the cruising life aboard 
Expeditus. 

The Naval Shipyard at Osborne gets bigger and 
bigger, quite amazing to how the latest huge shed is 
being constructed. 

Time to close this now, so I look forward to seeing you 
all soon. 

Regards, Julian

Advance Notice

Annual Lunch
Our annual lunch this year is also a book sale and lunch, 
this time at the Royal South Australian Yacht Squadron, 
Outer Harbor.

It will be held on Sunday 10th November 2019.

From 10:30 am we will have the remaining books 
donated by David Kemp and Dorothy Pyatt on sale in 
the Dinghy Shed until 12:30 when we will commence our 
lunch.

Any remaining books will be offered for sale after the 
lunch.

Our November meeting will be combined with the lunch.

Electric Launch Le Petit Navire II in Montreal, Quebec.

mailto:fpmml@internode.on.net
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
mailto:fpmml@internode.on.net
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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A Treasure From the Depths

The Sydney Cove, a supply vessel for the Tasmanian settlements, ran aground in Bass Straight over 220 years ago. 
Amongst its cargo was a consignment of beer,

When this beer was recovered a few years ago it was found that the wax seals on some of the bottles were intact.   
From this the original yeast was able to be recovered.

The James Squire Brewery were able to make a brew from this yeast and have done so in a limited run for the past few 
years.

A display in Launceston’s Queen Victoria Museum is dedicated to the find, though, unfortunately not with samples of 
the brew for tasting.

Every August the brewery makes a new brew available in a limited release, and I was fortunate to come across some 
on tap at the Malt Shovel Taphouse Adelaide in the Adelaide Festival Centre.

It’s not a bad porter style beer, with quite a history!   It is not for the fainthearted at 7% alcohol.

Neil



Earliest maritime routes mapped from the north

https://news.flinders.edu.au/blog/2019/06/18/earliest-maritime-routes-mapped-from-the-north/

New insights into how people first arrived in Australia have identified the most likely routes travelled by Aboriginal 
people tens of thousands of years ago.

The group of experts, including researchers from Flinders 
University’s College of Science and Engineering, also used 
sophisticated modelling to estimate the sizes of groups 
required for the population to survive in harsh conditions in 
Australia.

The research, published  in two companion papers (one in 
Scientific Reports and the other in Nature Ecology and 
Evolution), confirms the theory that people arrived in 
several large and deliberate migrations by island-hopping 
to reach New Guinea more than 50,000 years ago.

While many Aboriginal cultures believe people have always 
been here, others have strong oral histories of ancestral 
beings arriving from the north.

“We know that Aboriginal people have lived here for more 
than 50,000 years. This research offers a greater 
understanding of how migration events took place and 
further evidence of the marine and navigation capabilities 
used to make these deliberate journeys,” says Professor 
Michael Bird, from the Australian Research Council Centre 
of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage 
(CABAH) and CSIRO.

The team of multidisciplinary researchers from several Australian universities set out to establish the most likely route 
travelled to reach the ancient mega-continent, known as Sahul (New Guinea, Australia and Tasmania were joined at 
times of low sea level).

“We developed demographic models to determine which island-hopping route ancient people most likely took,” says 
CABAH models theme leader Professor Corey Bradshaw, from the Global Ecology Lab at Flinders University.

“A northern route connecting the islands of Mangoli, Buru, and Seram into West Papua New Guinea would probably 
have been easiest to navigate and survive,” he says.

“This route was easiest when compared to the southern route from Timor that leads to the now-drowned Sahul Shelf in 
the modern-day Kimberley region.”

The researchers also used complex mathematical modelling — 
considering factors including fertility, longevity, past climate 
conditions, and other ecological principles — to calculate the 
numbers of people required for the population as a whole to 
survive.

The simulations indicate that at least 1300 people arrived in 
either a single migration event or smaller, successive waves 
averaging at least 130 people every 70 years or so, over the 
course of about 700 years.

“This suggests planned and well-organised maritime migration, 
rather than accidental arrival,” Matthew Flinders Fellow in 
Global Ecology Professor Bradshaw adds.

The studies confirm the ancestors of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people possessed sophisticated technology and 
knowledge to build watercraft.

This research also showcases the remarkable ability at that time to plan, navigate, and make multiple complicated, 
open-ocean voyages to directly transport large numbers of people.

“Both studies are unique because they relied on past environmental information and did not use any genetic data. We 
are very excited to see how further archaeological and genetics studies in CABAH can contribute to this story,” says 
CABAH investigator Dr Laura Weyrich.

The papers Early human settlement of Sahul was not an accident and Minimum founding populations for the first 
peopling of Sahul, were co-authored by scientists from around Australia, including Flinders University, James Cook 
University, University of Wollongong, University of New South Wales, University of Adelaide, Australian National 
University and the CSIRO.

CABAH brings together expertise from diverse academic disciplines to answer fundamental questions about the natural 
and human history of our region, including how and when people first came to Australia.

The CABAH research project looking for evidence of the routes 
taken by the first Australians focused on the Indonesian island of 
Seram. View from Kawa village, north-west Seram. Photo: ARC 
CABAH.

Stone artefacts found on riverbed of Sapalewa River, in the 
north of the Indonesian island of Seram.
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Broken bottles: Stalwart set to sea in Spain

Published on 03 September 2019 Department of Defence (author), CMDR Steve McCracken (photographer)

Location(s): Ferrol, Spain

The Royal Australian Navy is another step closer to welcoming its new fleet of Supply Class replenishment tankers into 
service, following the successful launch of NUSHIP Stalwart at a ceremony in Ferrol, Spain.

NUSHIP Stalwart became the second Supply class Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment (AOR) to be launched, with NUSHIP 
Supply launched late last year.

The new vessels are part of the largest regeneration of Navy since the Second World War.

Chief of the Royal Australian Navy, Vice Admiral Michael Noonan said NUSHIP Stalwart’s launch would support Navy’s 
readiness to conduct sustained operations at sea and position Navy as an agile, resilient and lethal fighting force.

“The Supply class AOR vessels will enable Navy to maintain a long-term presence at sea and provide combat support 
to our frigates, destroyers and combatants wherever they operate in the world,” Vice Admiral Noonan said.

“NUSHIPs Stalwart and Supply will extend our warships’ endurance and operational range by providing bulk fuels, 
potable water, stores and explosive ordnance to naval vessels operating at sea.”

NUSHIPs Stalwart and Supply will replace the current replenishment tankers HMAS Sirius and ex-HMAS Success, 
which was decommissioned on 29 June 2019.

For more information about AOR vessels visit: http://www.navy.gov.au/supply-class-aor.

 

NUSHIP Stalwart following the successful launch at a ceremony in Ferrol, Spain. (photo: CMDR Steve McCracken)
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L-R: CDRE Chris Smith, RAN; Government 
Delegate, Javier Losada; Australian Ambassador to 
Spain, Julie-Ann Guivarra; president of Sociedad 
Estatal de Participaciones Industriales (SEPI), 
Vicente Fernández; President of Navantia, Susana 
Sarriá; Launching Lady of NUSHIP Stalwart, CDRE 
Stephanie Moles, RAN; president of the Regional 
Government of Galicia, Alberto Núñez Feijóo; Head 
of Navantia's Ferrol Shipyard, Jorge Filgueira 
Ameneiros; and Head of Navy Capability, RADM 
Peter Quinn, RAN.



Hundreds of Everyday People embark on Clipper 2019-20 Race

Some 220 ordinary people from all walks of life, representing 29 different nationalities, have departed St. Katharine 
Docks, London, in front of thousands of spectators, to embark on the twelfth edition of the epic 40,000 nautical mile 
global sailing challenge, the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race.

The Clipper Race is unique in that it trains everyday people to sail around the world. And 40 percent of participants have 
no sailing experience before signing up for the four weeks of intensive training needed to take part. In this edition, there 
are over 350 different occupations including doctors, farmers, teachers, retirees and a safari leader. 

After leaving London on Sunday afternoon, the race will officially begin from the Thames Estuary today (Monday 2 
September). The first race is to the Algarve town of Portimão, Portugal, then the teams will race thirty days to Punta del 
Este, Uruguay.

Legendary sailor and Clipper Race Chairman, Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, who was there to see the fleet off, said: “The Clipper 
Race is for anyone wanting to do something extraordinary with their lives. By the end of this challenge, you see crew 
standing tall, their self-confidence having grown, knowing they’ve done something very special with their lives.”

Sir Robin, the first person to sail solo, non-stop, around the planet, 50 years ago, founded the race to allow anyone, 
regardless of experience, the chance to share his passion for ocean racing. He added: “Why paint your life in pastel 
shades? Paint it in bright colours and enjoy every moment of it!”

Nearly 700 non-professional crew will take on Mother Nature in this ultimate ocean challenge. 43 different nationalities 
are represented, making it the most international edition to date. The race will see crew from Tanzania, Nigeria, 
Morocco, Martinique, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia and Egypt compete for the first time.

Timothy Morgan a nineteen year old student from Northamptonshire, is sailing around the world on theSeattle team. He 
says: “The adventure, getting away from it all and doing something completely different from everyday life, is what 
attracted me to the Clipper Race. I’m taking a gap year from university and when I come back people tell me I will have a 
whole new outlook on life.

As he departed London, he said: “Now looking around us there are crowds, three or four people deep, all the way 
around. It’s an emotional day leaving everyone. I won’t see my parents for six months now, but I am excited to get 
started.”

The race is open to anyone aged 18 and over with no upper age limit, who has a thirst for adventure and a desire to 
challenge themselves. The oldest competitor to date is 76, a figure matched during this edition. Each crew is led by a 
professional Skipper and First Mate.

Eleven teams are competing in the race, including Bermuda’s debut team, GoToBermuda, the first Uruguayan team 
entry, Punta del Este, plus a Unicef entry, representing the race’s Charity Partner. For the first time there are three 
Chinese team entries, Zhuhai, Visit Sanya, China, and Qingdao.

Following their stopover in Portimão, Portugal, the teams will then head to Punta del Este, Uruguay, Cape Town, South 
Africa, Fremantle and the Whitsundays, Australia, Sanya, Zhuhai and Qingdao, China, Seattle, USA, Panama and New 
York, USA, Bermuda, before a final crossing of the Atlantic Ocean towards Derry-Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

The Clipper Race will return to London almost a year later for Race Finish on Saturday 8 August 2020, where one of the 
eleven teams will be awarded the illustrious Clipper Race trophy. 

https://www.afloat.com.au/2019/09/03/hundreds-of-everyday-people-embark-on-clipper-2019-20-race/​
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Loss of the Noongah: Families find closure 50 years on from maritime disaster

ABC Mid North Coast By Luisa Rubbo, Updated 31 Aug 2019, 5:21pm

It was one of Australia's worst maritime disasters and now, 50 years on, the families of those who were lost have 
gathered to remember them and honour their bravery.

Key points:

● The MV Noongah cargo ship sank in heavy seas off 
South West Rocks in 1969

● Only five seamen survived and 21 were lost

● Families have gathered on the 50th anniversary of the 
disaster to pay tribute to their loved ones

The MV Noongah left Newcastle on August 23, 1969, with a 
cargo of steel bound for Townsville in Queensland.

But she ran into trouble when she was struck by powerful 
gales and huge waves off the Smoky Cape coast near South 
West Rocks in New South Wales on August 25.

The Noongah's 26 crew were forced to abandon ship in the 
dead of night, just 14 minutes after a distress signal was 
transmitted.

There were only five survivors, who were found after a four-day search and 
rescue operation.

Of the 21 seamen who lost their lives, only one body was recovered.

Brother's first voyage

Marion Wilde, whose 22-year-old brother was one of those lost, was at the 
memorial service at the Smoky Cape lighthouse last Sunday.

She said the 50th anniversary of the tragedy was a good time to "hopefully 
find some closure".

She praised the rescuers who managed to find the five survivors.

"Thank God for that," Ms Wilde said.

Ms Wilde said her mother, who 
lived until she was 94, never got 
over the loss of her son.

"Whenever we were near water, Mum would look for him.    She always 
looked for him, she never quite reached closure.

"I decided at some stage that you had to listen to your head and not your 
heart and let go.

"So I was able to let go of it in a way that Mum couldn't."

Graham Pedimont's older brother, Stephen, was the vessel's radio operator 
and was on his first voyage.

"He hopped on in Newcastle and it met terrible seas," Mr Pedimont said.

Mr Pedimont said his brother had sent out the abandon-ship distress signal, 
but soon after "they lost the engines and the rest is history".

Communication difficulty

Geoff Willans, who was in the rescue team, said the conditions were "about as bad as I'd ever seen them".

"The surface wind must have been around 50 knots on the surface of the sea," Mr Willans said.

"The surface of the sea was all white with breaking waves, so your chances of seeing anybody on the water were 
effectively nil."

Mr Willans said he had been standing behind the flight engineer of the Hercules rescue aircraft when he spotted one life 
raft, then a second soon after.

The Japanese tanker, Koyo Maru, was the nearest ship and the Hercules crew managed to direct it to the raft, despite 
some language difficulties.

PHOTO: Marion Wilde places a wreath at the memorial to 
those who were lost. (ABC Mid North Coast: Luisa Rubbo)

PHOTO: A wreath remembering Keith 
Lefeve, who was lost when the Noongah 
went down. (ABC Mid North Coast: Luisa 
Rubbo )

PHOTO: Families looking out to sea near the 
Smoky Cape lighthouse. (ABC Mid North Coast: 
Luisa Rubbo )
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Loss of the Noongah: Families find closure 50 years on from maritime disaster (cont)

Mr Willans said the Koyu Maru also struggled in the difficult conditions.

"It was pretty rough. It was about as rough as I've ever seen it."

He said the tanker crew wanted to continue on its way after the first raft pick-up.

"We had to get him [to] follow us again and go over and pick up the second life raft. So that's how two others were 
saved."

Survivors' guilt

Wendy King, one of the daughters of survivor Russell John Henderson, said they were one of the lucky families.

"We feel a little bit different maybe, we have a bit of survivor guilt," Ms King said.

"I think our father felt that as well — that 
he survived and so many men he worked 
with and considered friends lost their 
lives."

Julie Fava, another of Mr Henderson's 
daughters, said she remembered her 
father talking about being in the water and 
"trying to hang onto the other men".

"They could hear other men in the sea 
cooeeing," Ms Fava said.

"Every now and then they'd catch a 
glimpse of the light off their life rafts, but 
then a big wave would come and that 
would be it.

"That would have been devastating for all 
those men in the water — to know there 
are other men there and that they just 
would never see them again."

PHOTO: The Noongah sank 12 nautical miles off South West Rocks. (Supplied)

PHOTO: A plaque remembering those lost. (ABC Mid North Coast: Luisa Rubbo )
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Friends Tribute to Valmai Hankel

The Friends of the Paul McGuire Maritime Library have 
contributed towards a portrait of long time library supporter, 
Valmai Hankel following an invitation by the Friends of the 
State Library who had commissioned the portrait.

This splendid portrait by Adelaide artist Daryl Austrin was 
presented to the library on Sunday 21st July.   

Radio host and thespian Peter Goers was the MC at the 
well attended event held at the Treasures Wall in the 
library.

Members Julian Murray, Neil Waller, and Bob Sexton 
represented the Friends,
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Mike and Gay Lewis have been visiting us from 
Langkawi recently.    They are heading back via 
Darwin and a yacht journey to the Philippines,

At Harry’s Bar: Photo John Rodhe
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