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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

March 2022

Greetings to you all, and I notice a definite Autumnal air 
about the place – already!  Never mind, I hope you are all 
keeping well.

I was delighted to receive a 
letter recently from Dr John 
Ling, long-standing member 
of the Friends, and an expert 
on whales and dolphins, to 
advise us that he is now a 
resident at Estia Health at 
Lockleys, a move brought 
about by advancing years.  It 
was good to hear from John 
after a long time, and I did 
manage a chat on the phone, 
too.

Our AGM BBQ was a very pleasant affair at RSAYS, with 
ten members present, and the serious business was 
conducted successfully, after which we all had a jolly 
good time.  It is always good to get together socially when 
possible, and it’s a pity our numbers were not greater.

Mark Sinclair on Coconut is forging his way up the 
Atlantic Ocean and has passed Buenos Aires, bound for 
Les Sables d’Olonne, I hope having an easier time than 
the approach to Cape Horn.  Press on, Mark!

Meanwhile Vice-President Arthur recently had a near miss 
from a heart-attack, it just caused him to have a by-pass 
job done, and I’m pleased to report that he is on the mend, 
and giving up work, not before time, I think.

The next big thing is our expedition to the Coorong, only 
two weeks away, so please contact Neil to book in for that 
ASAP, you would not like to miss out on that, would you? 
 Much more fun than a meeting!

Time to close this now, so I look forward to seeing you on 
the 27th.

Regards, Julian.
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March 2022 Meeting
Coorong Trip

Sunday 27th March
Board at Goolwa Wharf at 9:45 am for a 10:00am departure, 

returning at 4:00pm.
Includes lunch and a couple of walks.

As places are limited bookings must close early.
Please either email Neil (neil@fpmml.or.au) or phone (0418 

821 331) if you are joining us.

This month’s Traverse Board starts with the terrible situation in 
Ukraine, including an article explaining the 1936 treaty by which 
Turkey controls access to the Black Sea since any access is through 
the Bosphorus, Turkish territorial waters.

Disturbingly while researching this I came across reference to an 
Estonian Bulk Grain ship being sunk by a Russian mine off the port 
of Odessa.   Disturbing because Estonia is a NATO country.  

The situation there is very unsettling and over 1 million people have 
fled to Poland to escape the devastation in their home country of 
Ukraine.

Hopefully sense will prevail.

On a much lighter note you can also read all about teaching goldfish 
to drive as well as a couple of items about the RAN and its people.

Neil

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
mailto:neil@fpmml.or.au
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SAIL TRAINING
INTERNATIONAL

STATEMENT ON THE
UKRAINE SITUATION

5th March 2022

Like much of the world, Sail Training International said it is 
shocked and saddened by the events currently unfolding in 
Ukraine and wishes for a swift end to hostilities and violence.

In light of these events, STI has been in discussion with the 
Host Port partners of The Tall Ships Races 2022 to assess the 
impact upon its organisation, relating to fleet participation and 
port access in particular.

Following these discussions, the Host Ports of The Tall Ships 
Races 2022 and Sail Training International decided that, as the
current situation stands, Russian ships will not be permitted to 
enter the event.

STI stated: ‘It is with deep regret we have come to this 
conclusion and will continue to review the situation as it 
develops.’

Although there were only likely to be two Russian entries this 
year – the replica Shtandart and the full rigged Mir –  Russian 
tall ships have always been a big draw at these events, with 
Sedov and Kruzenshtern, the biggest sail training vessels 
afloat, being regular participants.

Ukraine had two tall ships: Khersones, which was based in the 
Crimea and is now under a Russian ensign, and her sistership 
Druzhba, which has not been active at all in the 21st century 
and is reckoned to be in poor condition. She is in Odessa port, 
one of the target ports for the Russian invasion.

The international aspect of the tall ships races is seen as 
important in fostering mutual respect and understanding 
between nations and Russian tall ships have competed since 
the mid 1970s which was during the Soviet era.

Photo and report by Max Mudie

https://shipsmonthly.com/news/sail-training-international-statement-on-
the-ukraine-situation/

Here’s Why Navy Aircraft 
Carriers Can’t Help Ukraine
While most of the world is concerned with keeping Russian 
fighter jets out of NATO airspace, Russian warships have 
already incurred on NATO territorial waters.  So why can’t the 
US Navy send an Aircraft Carrier into the Black Sea to protect 
Romania and NATO merchant ships or help Ukraine? 
According to a UN Treaty, they are too big and heavy.

By Alpaslan Ozerdem (The Conversation) 

As bad as the Ukraine war is so far, an international agreement
signed in 1936 is preventing it from getting even worse.

The Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the Straits 
gives Turkey control over the water route between the Black 
Sea – home to a major Russian naval force – and the 
Mediterranean Sea and beyond.

It sets limits on the passage of civilian vessels and military 
warships through the Dardanelles and the Bosporus straits, 
which with the Sea of Marmara between them form the 
seagoing link between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean.
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The international agreement was signed by Australia, Bulgaria, 
France, Greece, Japan, Romania, Yugoslavia, the United 
Kingdom, the Soviet Union and Turkey and has been in effect 
since November 1936.

Now the Montreux Convention is serving an important role in 
the Ukraine conflict. Ukraine has asked Turkey to close the 
straits to Russian warships, highlighting the Turkish role in 
keeping regional peace. The Turkish government agreed on 
Feb. 28, 2022. However, several Russian warships entered the
Black Sea in early February. And Turkey has said it would not 
prevent Russian warships from entering the Black Sea if 
Russia claimed they were returning to their home port.

Four key elements in the Montreux Convention regulate which 
vessels may enter the Black Sea in wartime:

1. Turkey can close the straits to warships of belligerent 
parties in wartime or when Turkey itself is a party to 
the war or threatened by aggression from another 
nation. 

2. Turkey can close the straits to merchant ships 
belonging to countries at war with Turkey.

3. Any country with coastline on the Black Sea – 
Romania, Bulgaria, Georgia, Russia or Ukraine – 
must notify Turkey eight days in advance of its 
intention to send vessels of war through the straits. 
Other countries, the ones that don’t border the Black 
Sea, must give Turkey 15 days’ advance notice. Only 
Black Sea nations may send submarines through the 
straits, only with prior notice and only if the vessels 
are constructed or purchased outside the Black Sea.

4. Only nine warships are allowed to pass through the 
straits at any one time, and there are limits on how big
the ships can be, both individually and as a group. No 
group of ships may exceed 15,000 metric tons. 
Modern warships are heavy, with frigates around 
3,000 metric tons and destroyers and cruisers around 
10,000 metric tons. Modern aircraft carriers are too 
big to go through, and aren’t allowed anyway 
under Turkish rules.

Turkey has used the convention’s powers before. During World
War II, Turkey closed the straits to warships belonging to 
combatant nations. That prevented the Axis powers from 
sending their warships to attack the Soviet Union – and 
blocked the Soviet navy from participating in combat in the 
Mediterranean.

In the current situation, the Turkish government finds itself in a 
difficult position, as both Ukraine and Russia are important 
partners in critical energy and military trade agreements. 
Turkey, a NATO member since 1952, wants to strengthen its 

ties with the West while not upsetting Russia. Its control over 

these key straits may test its balancing act.

Prof Alpaslan Özerdem is Dean of the Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter School for Peace and Conflict Resolution.  Prof 
Özerdem specializes in conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and 
post-conflict reconstruction. Via The Conversation

gCaptain UPDATE: US Naval Institute reports that on March 
1st Turkey closed off the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits to 
warships from any country, whether or not they border the 
Black Sea, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine… except if 
the warship is home ported in the Black Sea.

https://gcaptain.com/us-navy-aircraft-carriers-ukraine/

UKRAINE NAVY SINKS ITS ONLY FRIGATE 
AND FLAGSHIP

The Ukraine navy has sunk its only frigate - that was also the 
navy flagship. The ship Hetman Sahaidachny was under-repair
at the port city of Odessa.

As Russia invaded, Ukraine flooded and sunk its own frigate in 
an attempt to prevent Russia for capturing the vessel, which 
would then be a major propaganda win for the Russian Military.
Ukraine did not want the Russian Military to lay its dirty hands 
on the ship and use it as a battlefield trophy.
The vessel was undergoing major repairs and stated to be 
starting a modernization project to keep up with todays tech. 
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Nimitz-class super-carrier USS Harry S. Truman with a NATO strike 
group in the mediterranean (U.S. Navy photo by Bela Chambers)

Hetman Sahaidachny was sunk in Black Sea harbour

https://gcaptain.com/us-navy-aircraft-carriers-ukraine/
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the work was being complete at Mykolayiv Shipyard in 
Mykolayiv, (Nikolaev). Ukraine had stated they will build a new 
bigger, better and stronger navy. 
On Facebook the Ukrainian defense minister Oleksiy Reznikov 
stated, “The commander of the flagship of the Ukrainian Navy 
followed the order to flood the ship so that the Hetman 
Sahaidachny frigate, which was under repair, would not fall into
the hands of the enemy. It is hard to imagine a more difficult 
decision for a courageous soldier and crew.”
This ship which is a 3,100-ton displacement Krivak 
III/Menzhinskiy class frigate had had a 100mm deck gun, 
smaller guns, anti-submarine grenade launchers, torpedo 
tubes, and a helicopter onboard... but was no match for the 
Russian Black Sea fleet. 

 Goldfish taught to drive by Israeli 
scientists

By CNN
12:50pm Jan 11, 2022

Israeli researchers have discovered goldfish are capable of 
navigating on land, after training the fish to drive.

The team at Ben-Gurion University developed an FOV - a fish-
operated vehicle - a robotic car fitted with lidar, a remote 
sensing technology that uses pulsed laser light to collect data 
on the vehicle's ground location and the fish's whereabouts 
inside a mounted water tank.

A computer, camera, electric motors and omni-wheels give the 
fish control of the vehicle.

"Surprisingly, it doesn't take the fish a long time to learn how to 
drive the vehicle," researcher Shachar Givon said.

"They're confused at first. They don't know what's going on but 
they're very quick to realise that there is a correlation between 
their movement and the movement of the machine that they're 
in."

Six goldfish, each receiving around 10 driving lessons, took 
part in the study.

Each time one of them reached a target set by the researchers,
it was rewarded with food, and some goldfish are better drivers
than others.

"There were very good fish that were doing excellent and there
were mediocre fish that showed control of the vehicle but were 
less proficient in driving it," biology professor and 
neuroscientist Ronen Segev said.

Showing that a fish has the cognitive capability to navigate 
outside its natural environment of water can expand scientific 
knowledge of animals' essential navigation skills.

"We humans think of ourselves as very special and many think 
of fish as primitive but this is not correct," Professor Segev 
said.

"There are other very important and very smart creatures."

New Australian Navy patrol boat being built 
in WA following China laser attack
One of six new Navy defence vessels is being built in Western 
Australia as part of Australia's latest protections against 
security threats.

It is part of the federal government's $334 million defence 
package aiming to strengthen Australia's borders.

"We can't just pretend the world is going to continue on the 
way it has and the war in Ukraine has demonstrated that," 
Assistant Minister for Defence Andrew Hastie said.

The 58m boat is being built at the Austal shipping yard in the 
Perth suburb of Henderson.

"The average build time is just about 18 months to build one of 
these vessels, something we are very proud of to sign a 
contract for this vessel and deliver the first in two years," Austal
CEO Padd Gregg said.
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A computer, camera, electric motors and omni-wheels give the fish 
control of the vehicle. (Ronen Zuulum/Reuters/CNN)

Israeli researchers have discovered goldfish are capable of navigating 
on land, after training the fish to drive. (Ronen Zuulum/Reuters/CNN)

https://www.9news.com.au/meet-the-team/contributors/cnn
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The new vessel is designed to patrol the same waters around 
the Coral Sea where the Chinese Navy used a laser to attack a
Royal Australian Air Force plane in February.

"That's a reminder we have to be vigilant, we have to be 
prepared to survey and patrol our approaches and defend our 
sovereignty and that's why we need these patrol boats," Mr 
Hastie said.

The new boats will be delivered to the Navy every four months,
with the fleet expected to be finished and in the water by the 
end of 2023. 

https://www.9news.com.au/national/new-australian-navy-defence-
vessel-being-built-in-western-australia

Endless possibilities in Navy career 
By Angus Pagett 7 March 2022

Tinkering with V8 supercars or 3D printing firefighting equipment may 
seem like unusual projects for a Navy marine technician.

But the possibilities for current and future Navy technicians are 
limitless, according to Leading Seaman Sarah Battenally.

At school, Leading Seaman Battenally felt a natural affinity with
machinery and electronics, immersing herself in every trade-
related subject she could find. 

After battling to secure an industry apprenticeship, she enlisted
in the Navy as a diesel apprentice. 

From there, her career has gone from strength to strength. 

In 2015, she was selected as part of the Navy V8 Supercars 
placement program, achieving a long-held dream to work in 
Australia’s iconic motorsport. 

Leading Seaman Battenally went from maintaining diesel 
engines on warships, to working as a mechanic for drivers 
Mark Winterbottom and Chaz Mostert. 

The experience reaffirmed her self-belief in her skills, and 
enabled her to showcase them to a national audience. 

And her team won the championship that year.

“My time as a Navy secondment pit-stop mechanic for V8 
Supercars allowed me to show a national audience the Navy’s 
skills and values in a high-pressure, time-controlled 
environment,” Leading Seaman Battenally said. 

“From being a young woman who struggled to secure an 
apprentice in other industries many years ago, joining the Navy
has given me every opportunity to achieve all that I could 
imagine and love as a technician.” 

Last year, Leading Seaman Battenally was awarded the Chief 
of Navy’s Innovation Excellence Award for her work to 
revolutionise at-sea firefighting. 

She worked with Petty Officer James Manderson to develop a 
tool that produced water mist, which can penetrate through 
bulkheads, so fires could be fought indirectly. 

“This was such an exciting experience. I found applying myself 
to mechanical and electrical projects and then seeing the 
results of what I could build so rewarding,” Leading Seaman 
Battenally said. 

“Petty Officer Manderson and I are both passionate about this 
area and wanted to provide our teams with a modernised and 
more intuitive approach in this intimidating environment. 

“The final design resulted from our experience performing in 
emergencies, and we are confident it can assist in a greater 
preparedness for the individual and team to conduct a timely, 
and safe, indirect attack.”

Not ready to rest on her laurels, Leading Seaman Battenally is 
now undertaking long-term study in mechatronics engineering 
as part of her next adventure to become a marine engineer 
officer.

She hopes more women follow her lead and take up Navy 
technical careers.   

“Women bring so much to the technical fields and, in my 
experience, they have an inspiring natural finesse and 
meticulous ability when performing on and with our 
technology,” Leading Seaman Battenally said.

“It is important to share our stories and inspire women into 
these roles.”

International Women's Day is March 8.

https://news.defence.gov.au/people/endless-possibilities-navy-career
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Leading Seaman Sarah Battenally in pit lane as a participant in the 
Navy V8 Supercars placement program in 2015.

Barge loading scrap steel on the River Main, Frankfurt, Germany.   There is 
much river traffic on the Main as well as the Rhine and Danube Rivers as far 
as Amsterdam in the west and the Black Sea in the east.

https://www.9news.com.au/national/new-australian-navy-defence-vessel-being-built-in-western-australia
https://www.9news.com.au/national/new-australian-navy-defence-vessel-being-built-in-western-australia
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Young Endeavour sailing Southern 
Australia

by Young Endeavour Youth Scheme 8 Mar 18:16 AEDT 

Captain Adam and the Young Endeavour crew are excited to 
be sailing the south coast of Australia again, for the first time in 
nearly two years.

2022 saw Captain Gav welcomed back on board for a voyage 
from Hobart up the west coast of Tasmania and across Bass 
Strait to Geelong. The local community gave a warm welcome 
to the ship and crew, sharing amazing photographs of Young 
Endeavour alongside the new Wangim Walk Wave Attenuator 
at the Royal Geelong Yacht Club.

After an extended visit, Young Endeavour set sail again with 
Captain Adam back in command, exploring the coasts of 
Victoria and South Australia (including Kangaroo Island) before
arriving in Port Adelaide. Congratulations to the youth crew 
from our first voyages of 2022!

Young Endeavour has welcomed aboard a new youth crew for 
V05/22, and is currently sailing east to Victoria, returning to 
participate in the Geelong Wooden Boat Festival. Restrictions 
pending, we hope to welcome visitors aboard from 11-14 
March 2022.

130-Year-Old Great Lakes Schooner 
Discovered in Lake Superior
PUBLISHED MAR 4, 2022 9:24 PM BY THE MARITIME EXECUTIVE

The Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society has confirmed 
that it has discovered the wreck of the Atlanta, a lost schooner-
barge that went down on Lake Superior 130 years ago.

The Atlanta sank off the coast of Michigan's Upper Peninsula 
on May 3, 1891. She was under tow behind the steamer 
Wilhelm on a westbound trip, laden with coal. The weather 
worsened as they passed off Deer Park, Michigan, and the 
Wilhelm opted to reverse course to return to a sheltered 
location. However, the towline snapped, leaving the schooner 
adrift. The vessel began taking on water, and despite overnight
efforts to save her, she went down. Her crew abandoned ship 
into a lifeboat, which capsized near shore, claiming five lives. 
Just two crew members survived.

The wreck is in surprisingly good condition, according to the 
society. She rests in about 650 feet of water on a soft bottom, 
and the gilt lettering on her name is still intact. 

“It is rare that we find a shipwreck that so clearly announces 
what it is and the name-board of the Atlanta really stands out,” 
said Bruce Lynn, Executive Director of the GLSHS. “It is truly 
ornate, and still beautiful after 130 years on the bottom of Lake 
Superior.”

Using a combination of historical research, technology and 
teamwork, historians at GLSHS mapped more than 2,500 miles
of Lake Superior where ships were reported lost, using 
sidescan sonar to evaluate promising areas. The Atlanta site 
was identified last year and later confirmed with an ROV dive.

ROV footage shows that the vessel's three masts are all 
missing, as reported by the surviving crewmembers after the 
casualty. Much of the vessel's original equipment is readily 
visible, including a water pump and fittings from the head.

The wreck is too deep for the average diver to reach, 
preventing the possibility of disturbance, and the deep, cold 
freshwater environment has preserved it well - like many other 
shipwrecks on the Great Lakes. The Atlanta is just one of ten 
contacts that the society recently identified for investigation, 
and it will be following up on others with ROV dives in the year 
to come. All told, it believes there are more than 6,000 
shipwrecks in the vast waters of the Great Lakes, including 
about 550 - most of which are still undiscovered - on the 
bottom of Lake Superior.

https://maritime-executive.com/article/130-year-old-great-lakes-
schooner-discovered-in-lake-superior
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Courtesy Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society
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