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September 2022

Greetings to you all, and Spring is here at last, let’s see 
what it has to offer in the way of weather.

The first important thing to 
mention is that Sunday, 
September 4th, saw intrepid 
yachtsman Mark Sinclair set 
off from Les Sables d’Olonne 
for another tilt at the Golden 
Globe Race around the 
world.  So all the very best of 
luck, Mark, with fresh, fair 
winds with no hard times!  
We all look forward to 
hearing of your progress 
from time to time.

Our July meeting let us enjoy a superb video on The Last 
of the Cape Horners, with some wonderful footage 
gathered from various sources, stirring stuff as always.  It 
is always amazing to see the way a crew of mostly young 
men managed to get those great ships around the world 
against odds that most of us would shrink from.  Over 
time, some of us have been fortunate to meet some of 
these men, such as Alf Jervis, Keith McKoy and Maurice 
Corigliano, sadly no longer with us.

And now for something a little different!  Prepare 
yourselves for a day on the river, the big one, that is.  On 
Saturday, September 24th, we head for Mannum to enjoy 
a visit to the museum, followed by lunch at the Pretoria 
Hotel, from which place we will take a cruise for about an 
hour and a half.  This should be a marvellous day out, and 
obviously the more people who come along the financial 
aspect gets better.  So please come along and join the 
Friends, your friends, and have a jolly good time.  And 
please let Neil or myself know as soon as you have made 
the only proper decision!

Time to close this now, and I look forward to seeing you 
all on the 24th, it’s not far away.

Regards, Julian.

 

This month’s Traverse Board is a bit of a mixed bag, 
articles coming from various sources, often prompted by 
social media.

There is a leaning to ship wrecks, but there is an article 
on restoring shell reefs off Australian coasts; thanks to 
Rod Wells for suggesting this one.

Saturday 24th September 2022

Mannum Visit

Join us for a day in the historic river port of 
Mannum.

Our visit will include:

11:00 am - A visit to the museum,

12:30 pm - Lunch at the Pretoria Hotel

 1:45 pm - A 1.5 hour cruise on the river including 
afternoon tea and raptor feeding.

The museum visit and lunch will be at your expense on 
the day, the cruise willl be $60 a head.

Dinner from 12:30pm, Cruise from 1:45pm

Please book for lunch and the cruise with Neil (0418821331) or 

Julian (0414365294) by Monday 19th September.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Ordinary 
Seaman 
Edward 
‘Teddy’ 
Sheean VC
Edward ‘Teddy’ 
Sheean was born 
on 28 December 
1923 at Lower 
Barrington, 
Tasmania, 
fourteenth child of 
James Sheean, 
labourer, and his 
wife Mary Jane, 
née Broomhall. 

Soon afterwards the family moved to Latrobe. Teddy was 
educated at the local Catholic school. Five foot 8½ inches 
(174cm) tall and well built, he took casual work on farms 
between Latrobe and Merseylea. In Hobart on 21 April 1941
he enlisted in the Royal Australian Naval Reserve as an 
Ordinary Seaman, following in the steps of five of his 
brothers who had joined the armed forces (four of them 
were in the Army and one in the Navy). On completing his 
initial training, he was sent to Flinders Naval Depot, 
Westernport, Victoria, in February 1942 for further 
instruction.

In May Sheean was posted to Sydney where he was billeted
at Garden Island in the requisitioned ferry Kuttabul, prior to 
joining his first ship as an Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun loader. 
Granted home leave, he was not on board Kuttabul when 
Japanese midget submarines raided the harbour and sank 
her on 31 May. Eleven days later he returned to Sydney to 
help commission the new corvette HMAS   Armidale   (I)  , 
which carried out escort duties along the eastern Australian 
coast and in New Guinea waters. Ordered to sail for Darwin 
in October, Armidale arrived there early next month.

On 29 November Armidale sailed for Japanese-occupied 
Timor, in company with the corvette HMAS   Castlemaine  , to 
withdraw the exhausted Australian 2/2 Independent 
Company, evacuate about 150 Portuguese civilians and 190
Dutch troops, and land soldiers to reinforce Dutch guerrillas 
on the island. Arriving off Betano before dawn on 1 
December, the ships rendezvoused with the naval tender 
HMAS   Kuru  , which had already taken the civilians on board.
When these people were transferred to Castlemaine, she 
sailed for Darwin, leaving the other two vessels to carry out 
the rest of the operation. From 12:28 Armidale and Kuru 
came under repeated attack from Japanese aircraft. Despite
requests, no air cover was received.

Royal Australian Navy

SS Lake Illawarra mapped in 3D as 
government prepares to upgrade 
Tasman Bridge
By Liz Gwynn

Posted Thu 19 May 2022 at 4:58amThursday 19 May 2022 at 

4:58am, updated Thu 19 May 2022 at 4:52pmThursday 19 May 

2022 at 4:52pm

While many Tasmanians have heard the story, some people
may not realise an important piece of history is lying next to 
the Tasman Bridge as they travel between Hobart's eastern 
and western shores.

The SS Lake Illawarra sits at the bottom of the River 
Derwent after it crashed into several pylons of the bridge on 
Sunday 5 January, 1975, killing 12 people. 

While the 140 metre-long bulk carrier is popular among 
divers, it is hard for most of us to imagine what the wreck of 
the Lake Illawarra looks like.

That is, until now. 

Almost 50 years on, CSIRO and Jacobs Engineering group 
have produced the first complete 3D model of the wreck, 
bridge, riverbed and shoreline.

"It provides a much more detailed and accurate depiction of 
what's on the seabed, and obviously the wreck and the piers
themselves," Jacobs survey technical director Paul Digney 
said.
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Key points:

• Almost 50 years on from the Tasman Bridge disaster, 
CSIRO and an engineering group have produced the 
first complete 3D model of the wreck, bridge, riverbed 
and shoreline

• Fine detail of the ship's structures is now visible in the 
new mapping, including greater detail of the large 
sections of road that fell into the river during the 
incident

• The Lake Illawarra wreckage lies next to the Tasman 
Bridge, on which more than 70,000 vehicles cross 
every day.

A 3D rendering of the SS Lake Illawarra in its resting place at 
the base of the bridge pylons.(Supplied: CSIRO)

http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-kuttabul
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-kuru
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-kuru
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-castlemaine
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-castlemaine
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-armidale-i
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-armidale-i
http://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-armidale-i
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It took four days to complete the project, using a multi beam 
echo sounder and a terrestrial laser scanner to map 
features above and below the waterline. 

"We [CSIRO and Jacobs] have been able to improve on the 
resolution of the data so you can see more detail of the 
wreck," CSIRO hydrographic surveyor Craig Davey said.

"Now we have a full sea bed, and bridge data set, which is 
intBC report from 1975 on the Tasman Bridge tragedy.

The new mapping also gives a clearer idea of the wreck's 
exact position, revealing the ship's bow sits next to the third 
pylon on the eastern shore side of the bridge, and the ship 
points at a 45-degree angle towards the middle of the river. 

The wreck lies 125 metres offshore in about 35 metres of 
water, and at its highest point is about 15 metres below the 
waterline.

The new data has been offered up to the state government 
as it prepares to undergo its first major upgrade of the 
Tasman Bridge since it was repaired in 1975. 

"We've notified the Department of State Growth that this 
data is available and we are optimistic that it will be of some 
value. it certainly provides a much clearer picture of 
anything they've had in the past", Mr Digney said.

The new high-resolution map of the Lake Illawarra wreck 
also opens up the possibility of comparing the data to a 
2014 survey, to monitor any deterioration of the wreck and 
to assess whether it has moved during that period.

"The wreck doesn't pose a risk to the bridge, but without the 
ability to measure that, there's always a concern that there 
might be something going on that isn't considered," Mr 
Digney said.  

More than 1,000 shipwrecks in Tasmanian 
waters

A maritime archaeologist said the state had a fascinating 
history, with more than 1,000 shipwrecks in Tasmanian 
waters. 

"It's not uncommon for a shipwreck to be so close to a city, 
because they were a major point of contact between 
maritime and land-based transport," said Emily Jateff, from 
the Australian National Maritime Museum.

"Most shipwrecks are a result of an accident, and they 
capture the world at that exact moment in time."While all 
shipwrecks are an important piece of our history, many have
a connection to the Lake Illawarra story.

"There's a lot of interest in not only the tragedy of the wreck 
but the social impact," said John Wadsley from the Maritime 
Museum of Tasmania.
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Craig Davey from the CSIRO has been mapping the 
wreck.(ABC News: Luke Bowden)

The wreck lies in about 35 metres of water.(Supplied: 
CSIRO)

Ms Jateff said there were lots of shipwrecks around 
Tasmania.(Supplied)

The new mapping gives a clearer idea of the wreck's 
exact position beneath the bridge.(Supplied: CSIRO)

SS Lake Illawarra's impact caused three unsupported 
bridge spans and 127 metres of roadway to collapse.
(Tasmanian Archives and Heritage Office)
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"Hobart was literally cut in two and it caused such a great
degree of change in the way the city operated."

Maritime experts hope the stunning images give people a 
new appreciation of what happened to the Lake Illawarra 
and how the Tasman Bridge disaster shaped the city of 
Hobart.

"The eastern shore became a lot more developed ... it 
completely transformed transport patterns in Hobart," Mr 
Wadsley said. 

Now work is underway to find more of these sunken
vessels, which capture important moments in history.

"One of the things we're doing now is working with CSIRO
and they are using their advanced surveying equipment on
board to look for shipwrecks while they're doing other
scientific research so that's a real help," Ms Jateff said. 

"But some wrecks are gravesites … so maybe you don't
want to find them at all."

Once the fish factories and
‘kidneys’ of colder seas, Australia’s
decimated shellfish reefs are
coming back
Published: August 9, 2022 1.58pm AEST

Australia once had vast oyster and mussel reefs, which
anchored marine ecosystems and provided a key food
source for coastal First Nations people. But after 
colonisation, Europeans harvested them for their meat and 
shells and pushed oyster and mussel reefs almost to 
extinction. Because the damage was done early – and 
largely underwater – the destruction of these reefs was all 
but forgotten.

No longer. We have learned how to restore these vital reef 
systems. After a successful pilot in 2015, there are now 46 
shellfish reef restorations underway – Australia’s largest 
marine restoration program ever undertaken. It’s not a 
moment too soon. There’s just one natural reef remaining 
for the Australian flat oyster, which is teetering on extinction.

How did shellfish reefs go from forgotten to frontline? Our 
new research shows how this historical amnesia was 
overcome through a national community of researchers, 
conservationists, and government and fisheries managers.

This matters, because oysters and mussels are ecological 
superheroes. As we restore these reefs, we give local 
marine life a real boost and support human livelihoods 
reliant on healthy seas. These cold-water reefs play a 
similar role to coral in tropical seas. They give hiding places 
and food to baby fish, filter seawater and defend coastlines 
against erosion from waves. 

What killed our original shellfish 
reefs?
Just 200 years ago, shellfish reefs carpeted Australia’s 
temperate regions, filling up sheltered bays and estuaries 
around over 7,000 kilometres of coastline.

Archaeological research from Queensland shows First 
Nations people were sustainably harvesting local shellfish 
reefs over at least 5,000 years, replenishing oyster 
populations by building reefs with stone and shell.
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Mr Wadsley said the accident changed Hobart.(ABC 
News: Liz Gwynn)

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-022-29818-z
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This ended as Europeans took the lands and waters from 
Traditional Owners. Shellfish became one of colonial 
Australia’s first fisheries. Oysters were fished extensively for
food, while their shells were burnt to manufacture lime for 
fertiliser and cement. If you walk past a colonial-era building,
look at the mortar. Chances are, a lot of oyster shells went 
into it.

Even though the wild fishery ended a century ago, these 
shellfish weren’t able to return. That’s because they can’t 
just grow on bare sand. Their preferred substrate is the 
shells of their ancestors, left behind on the sea bottom. 
Once substrate was scraped by dredge or smothered by 
sediment, there was nowhere for baby oysters and mussels 
to settle and grow.

Today, there’s just one small natural flat oyster reef (Ostrea 
angasi) and six remnant Sydney Rock oyster (Saccostrea 
glomerata) reefs remaining, across all Australian waters.

How to kick-start shellfish reef restoration

Shellfish can’t recover by themselves. But it turns out with a 
little human help, they can. Think of it as making up for our 
unsustainable use.

For a decade before the first large-scale restoration, 
recreational fishing groups and community groups worked 
on smaller projects, sometimes with government backing.

To begin larger-scale restoration work, we first had to
remember how it used to be. Because the ecological
collapse of Australia’s shellfish reefs was so profound, they
were almost lost to human memory. Historical records
guided us as to what a restored ecosystem should look like,
and where these reefs used to be.

Our job was made easier because of the huge benefits 
shellfish reefs provide to marine life. Intact oyster and 
mussel reefs are natural fish factories providing nursery 
habitats for economically important fish species like bream 
and whiting. 

Even better, these filter-feeding shellfish are the kidneys of 
the coast, cleaning water cloudy with sediment or 
overloaded with nutrients. A single oyster can filter 100 litres
of water a day. Shellfish reefs also act as living defences 
against the energy of waves, store carbon in their shells and
help protect intertidal communities from the warming climate
through shade and moisture at low tide.

People working on reef restoration turned to our thriving 
oyster and mussel farming industry to understand their life 
cycles and what they needed to thrive. The fact these farms 
are successful indicated many areas remained suitable for 
shellfish reefs.

Environmental NGO The Nature Conservancy connected 
the emerging reef restoration community as well as bringing 
practical experience from longer-running shellfish 
restoration projects in America. Reef restoration work is now
being led by conservation NGOs, local and state 
governments, and, increasingly, by community groups.

So does it work? Yes. It’s as if the oysters have been 
waiting for this opportunity. Many human-made reefs have 
been settled by millions of baby oysters within months of 
construction, such as the largest project to date, the 20 
hectare Windara Reef in South Australia. Some restored 
reefs are closing in on oyster densities in line with natural 
reefs.Looking forward

We hope the rapid rise of shellfish reef restoration is the 
beginning of a new era for large-scale marine restoration in 
Australia.

Today, community-led restorations are growing in scale and 
number, and public support for shellfish restoration is 
widespread.

It is an impressive story. This is a national program of 
recovery showing significant successes with a relatively 
modest investment. These restoration efforts show large-
scale action to repair nature can work – and work quickly – 
when experts from a range of disciplines work with 
communities towards a common goal.

As the restored oyster and mussel reefs mature, we will see 
more fish in our seas and more recreation and tourism 
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Colonial oyster fishers used oyster dredges, rakes, and 
shovels to scrape oysters from the seafloor. State Library of
South Australia

Australia’s only surviving native flat oyster reef (Ostrea angasi) is in 
eastern Tasmania. Flat oyster reefs were dredged to obliteration 
over thousands of kilometres of southern Australian coastline.

https://ozfish.org.au/projects/moreton-bay-shellfish-reef-restoration/
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opportunities emerging. That, in turn, could give more 
communities the idea to restore their own shellfish reefs. 
Together, we can bring back the reefs which lived in our 
cooler seas for millennia.
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Europe's worst drought in years 
exposes explosives-laden, World 
War II Nazi shipwrecks in Danube 
River
Posted Fri 19 Aug 2022 at 9:48pm

Europe's worst drought in years has pushed the mighty river
Danube to one of its lowest levels in almost a century, 
exposing the hulks of dozens of explosives-laden German 
warships sunk during World War II. 

Key points:

•The vessels were among hundreds scuttled along the 
Danube by Nazi Germany's Black Sea fleet in 1944
•The drought has exposed more than 20 hulks on a 
stretch of the Danube near Prahovo in Serbia
•Many of the ships still contain tonnes of ammunition 
and explosives

The vessels were among hundreds scuttled along the 
Danube by Nazi Germany's Black Sea fleet in 1944 as they 
retreated from advancing Soviet forces, and still hamper 
river traffic during low water levels.

However, this year's drought — viewed by scientists as a 
consequence of climate change — has exposed more than 
20 hulks on a stretch of the Danube near Prahovo in eastern
Serbia, many of which still contain tonnes of ammunition 
and explosives and pose a danger to shipping.

"The German flotilla has left behind a big ecological disaster
that threatens us, people of Prahovo," said Velimir Trajilovic,
74, a pensioner from Prahovo who wrote a book about the 
German ships.

Workers in the local fishing industry are also at risk, 
including those from Romania which lies just across the 
river.

Months of drought and record-high temperatures have 
snarled river traffic on vital arteries in other parts of Europe, 
including Germany, Italy and France.

In Serbia, the authorities have resorted to dredging to keep 
navigation lanes on the Danube open.

By Prahovo, some of the hulks have narrowed the navigable
section on this stretch of the Danube to just 100 metres  
from 180 metres.
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Months of drought has slowed river traffic on vital arteries in other 
parts of Europe.(Reuters: Fedja Grulovic)
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Strewn across the riverbed, some of the ships still boast 
turrets, command bridges, broken masts and twisted hulls, 
while others lie mostly submerged under sand banks.

In March, the Serbian government invited a tender for the 
salvage of the hulks and removal of ammunition and 
explosives.

The cost of the operation was estimated at 29 million euros 
($42 million).

Reuters

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-19/europe-drought-danube-
river-shipwrecks

From Facebook:

Our #shipwreckfriday post this week is the 2-masted 
schooner Cygnet (ID 247), built in 1875 at Port Adelaide by 
A. McFarlane & Sons. The 77-ton vessel measured over 24 
m in length and 6 m in beam, and almost 2½ m in depth. It 
sported a single deck, square stern and scroll head. Cygnet 
departed Port Adelaide on 06 August 1905 bound for Port 
Victoria on the west coast of Yorke Peninsula. It is 
presumed to have sailed into a squall and foundered. On 22
August, Capt. A. Littlely of the ketch Lurline reported finding 
the vessel sunk in Investigator Strait, in about 14 fathoms 
(26 m) of water 9 miles south of Cape Yorke, while sailing 
from Port Turton to Port Adelaide. A Marine Board inquiry 
found that, whilst the vessel was well-found and equipped, it
probably was not sufficiently ballasted for the severe 
conditions, and the number of crew was insufficient for the 
type of rig it carried.

(Please remember that this site is protected under the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018; it is an offence to 
damage, destroy, interfere with, or remove any part of the 
shipwreck or its associated artefacts.)

Heritage South Australia 19 August at 23:55

Murray River paddle steamer PS 
Canally makes first voyage in 81 
years
ABC Riverland  / By Sophie Landau Posted Tue 28 Jun 2022 at 

6:16pm

Eighty-one years after its last voyage, the historic paddle 
steamer PS Canally has made a trip down the Murray River.

Key points:

•Volunteers in Morgan spent 12 years restoring the 
vessel to her former glory
•The Canally sunk in Victoria after being left to rot 
following years of important service
•More work needs to be done, but passengers may 
soon be able to ride the historic steamer

Steamers played a huge role in the development and 
function of river towns, but the Canally could have been lost 
in the history books if it was not for a group of hardworking 
volunteers.

Today the vessel headed from Morgan to Mannum before 
getting some more important works completed, including 
having its hull recaulked its interior timber framework 
replaced.

The trip down the Murray was a perfect opportunity to show 
off the restoration to eager spectators.

Skipper Jim Maywald was at the wheel as the vessel 
steamed down the river.

"It's a pretty historic day," he said.

"The volunteers have done an amazing job over the last 12
years in Morgan."

Saved from the depths
Mid Murray councillor Kevin Myers has been heavily 
involved in the restoration.

He said when the Canally first arrived in Morgan she was in 
a "sad" condition.

"In 1941 her engines and other operating gear was taken 
out," Mr Myers said.
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Image: Cygnet at Port Adelaide, c. 1890 (State 
Library of SA, PRG 1373/38/64).

 

The PS Canally set sail after 12 years of volunteer 
restoration works.(Supplied: PS Canally Port of Morgan)

https://www.facebook.com/heritagesouthaustralia/posts/5388583367921464?__cft__[0]=AZVbCFBMajIw1ozwporPr_E-T7RUWN_Dv39zf6ECjXb0n6R0ZisEhh2a-QVFSrINAKealMYDcm7FmIvWZildKuDdGyCe4fC21Cs5X92ZpqukCS6GU-pWOpc120I9gpIEDIekiaXQIs8Z4r8e2dyik2q--FG8d_NWtnJPlBmI2DeglbsaW-dd6Gdbf4LzCwd3cE0&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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"Then it became a barge again and then it became derelict."

The vessel was used to trade dried fruits between Berri and
Morgan before being put to work on the construction of the

lock and weir system on the Murray in the early 1920s.

After changing hands and locations in the following years, 
the once-crucial vessel was left at a mooring at Boundary 
Bend in Victoria and eventually sank.

The Rivers and Riverboat Historical and Preservation 
Society raised the Canally from the deep water in 1998 and 
swiftly began restoration of the hull.

In 2010 the Mid Murray Council took ownership of the boat 
and in 2011 she settled in her new home at the Port of 
Morgan.

The volunteers worked tirelessly over the past 12 years 
restoring the steamer to her former glory.

"We're actually over the moon with her performance," Mr 
Myers said after a test run last week.

"It was like having a new heartbeat with the engine ticking 
over."

All aboard
Mr Myers said it was important to save the Canally in order 
to honour its importance in the '20s and '30s.

While the finishing touches are yet to be completed, 
community members and tourists may soon get the chance 
to experience the restored PS Canally up close.

"Hopefully within the next six to 12 months we'll get it totally 
surveyed to carry passengers," Mr Meyers said.

"All the people that have been waiting — then they can all
have a ride."
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The PS Canally has transformed since 2013.(ABC: Ian 
Mannix)

Riverland locals watched on as the PS Canally made her way down
the Murray.(Supplied: PS Canally Port of Morgan)

The Canally under restoration at Morgan, 26th July 2020 

Launched in 1907 in Echuca, Victoria, the Canally was used to 
trade wool on the Murrumbidgee River.(Supplied)
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