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President’s Report

Are we warming up yet?  
Summer is approaching slowly, 
and I hope you are all ready for 
its arrival, I certainly am!

Unfortunately our planned day at 
Mannum did not take place, 
probably due in part to the 
dubious weather at that time, and 
I think there was a lot of other 
stuff happening around then.  
Plan B, lunch at the British Hotel, 
was well attended by just Neil 
and myself, where were you all? 
Never mind!

Mark Sinclair and Coconut have pulled out of the Golden 
Globe race, for various reasons including his son’s 
impending wedding, and the timing wasn’t working out too 
well; perhaps he didn’t fancy being beaten up at the Horn 
again, either, and who could blame him for that! I believe 
he will return home via Panama.  Meanwhile Bob Williams 
on Sylph VI has completed his latest circumnavigation 
and is safely living aboard at RSAYS.

Our next gathering, the last for this year, will be held at 
the Royal Oak Hotel at Clarendon, for dinner.  We were 
looked after very well last time there, so I hope you will all 
be able to attend; the date is Tuesday, November 22, at 
6pm, this should give enough daylight for the drive home.  
I look forward to seeing all of you then, it has been a 
while, and will be great to catch up again.

I hope you enjoyed the varied and interesting items Neil 
put into the last Traverse Board, it always makes good 
reading, usually stuff most of us would miss out on but for 
his efforts – thanks again, Neil!

Time to close this now, see you on the 22nd, and all the 
best meanwhile.

Regards, Julian.

Annual Dinner 2022

Tuesday 22nd November

Royal Oak Hotel, Clarendon

6:00pm onwards

Join us for dinner in rural Clarendon at the 
Royal Oak Hotel.

Please book with Neil at 
events@fpmml.org.au or 0418821331, or 
Julian (0414365294) by 17th November.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/


Traverse Board November 2022

First-ever inflatable wing sail technology
is being mounted on a merchant ship

The roll-out of fleet-wide wind propulsion by 2050 'could unlock
U.S. $1 trillion in fuel savings.'

Baba Tamim Created: Oct 30, 2022

A maritime company has declared a "milestone" by 
installing the first automated, retractable, inflatable wing 
sail technology on a merchant ship.

The container ship MN Pélican owned by Compagnie 
Maritime Nantaise, had the 100 sqm wing prototype 
installed, according to Michelin, the French industrial 
equipment supplier.

On Thursday, "Michelin, French industrial equipment 
supplier Start2Prod IMECA together with Compagnie 
Maritime Nantaise – MN, Michelin Aria, and Michelin 
Recherches et Technologies (MRT Switzerland) teams are 
fully involved in the installation of WISAMO wingsail on a 
first commercial vessel," the company wrote on Linkedin.

"This new step is a great multicultural experience and 
moments of diverse competencies sharings to contribute to
an important cause toward maritime transport 
decarbonization."

The project WISAMO (Wing Sail and Mobility) is being 
installed on the merchant ship, which was built in 1999, 
and is currently docked in Spain's El Astillero Port.

The company claims that the prototype can be mounted on
both commercial and recreational vessels. It is believed 
that by using wind energy, the technology may reduce fuel 
use by up to 20 percent per ship.

Industrial phase of the technology

The wing sail system can be added during the design 
phase of the ship, as original equipment, or retrofitted on 
an already-in-service ship. It is suitable for ro-ro vessels, 
bulk carriers, LNG carriers, and tankers. It retracts for 
simple passage under bridges and into ports, according to 
the company.

The installation project is based on a collaboration 
agreement signed in June 2022 between Michelin and the 
Compagnie Maritime Nantaise-MN, a division of 

SOGESTRAN Group, with the purpose of testing the 
"pioneering solution" on a ship.

Since 2016, Brittany Ferries has chartered the roro-
containership MN Pélican at Compagnie Maritime Nantaise
- MN. It travels twice weekly between Poole (U.K.) and 
Bilbao (Spain).

As part of the new technology's industrial development 
phase, Michellin will be able to test the WISAMO wing in 
actual commercial marine navigation circumstances thanks
to the installation.

"If the trials are conclusive, the partnership deal could open
the door to trials using a larger wing sail, marking a great 
step toward decarbonizing maritime transport," Michelin 
said.

Greener sails

The maritime sector is paying increasing attention to wind 
propulsion as one of the alternatives that can allow ships to
increase their efficiency and save fuel while also becoming 
more environmentally friendly.

The roll-out of fleet-wide wind propulsion by 2050could 
unlock U.S. $1 trillion in fuel savings, according to Gavin 
Allwright, Secretary-General at the International Winship 
Association (IWSA).

With the most recent installations of wind propulsion 
technology on big commercial boats, the global cargo 
capacity of ships using wind as a renewable energy source
has surpassed the milestone of one million tonnes of 
deadweight (dwt).

Twenty-one sizable commercial ships have wind propulsion
systems at the moment. IWSA predicts that by the end of 
this year, 25 big commercial boats, totaling 1.2 million dwt, 
will have wind propulsion systems installed.

The globalization process has benefited greatly from the 
maritime industry. Water transport accounts for 90 percent 
of all trade. However, the environmental cost is substantial.

Each year, container ships that navigate the world's 
waterways emit about one billion metric tons of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) into the atmosphere, or three percent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions.

https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/inflatable-wing-sail-

technology-merchant-ship 
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Michelin’s Wing Sail Mobility (WISAMO) installed on a ship. 
WISAMO/YouTube 

The inflated, foldable and automated wing uses wind propulsion as
an hybrid solution to reduce fuel consumption.       
WISAMO/YouTube

https://interestingengineering.com/author/baba-tamim/page/1
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World first hard sail equipped bulker calls at Newcastle

OCTOBER 28, 2022 BY SHIPPING AUSTRALIA

By Mitsui OSK Lines

Mitsui OSK Lines held a ceremony on October 24 for the 
maiden port of call in Newcastle, Australia of the Shofu 
Maru , the world’s first coal carrier equipped with the Wind 
Challenger (a hard sail wind power propulsion system), 
which was delivered on October 7.

The Shofu Maru is expected to have 5% less greenhouse 
gas emissions on a Japan-Australia voyage and about 8% 
less on a Japan-US voyage compared to a conventional 
ship of the same type. The vessel is also optimised for 
slow-speed operation, which will also save a considerable 
volume of emissions over time, and, as part of that 
optimisation, does not have a bulbous bow and has a 
relatively vertical bow.

Mitsui OSK Lines noted that it works closely with the 
Australian energy industry and port authorities to achieve 
both stable fuel transport and a reduction in environmental 
impact. The company added that the ship received a warm 
welcome to the port from concerned parties representing 
both Australia and Japan to take on its first cargo.

Nobuo Shiotsu, responsible for Asia and Oceania Region 
for Mitsui O.S.K. Lines told guests at the ceremony: “In 
1897 (125 years ago), our Hikosan Maru carried coal from 
Port of Newcastle. This was the 1st MOL vessel to call 
Australia. And in 1917 (105 years ago), our Sydney 
Representative Office was newly established. So, taking 
this good opportunity, I would like to say thank you for our 
long-term relationship & friendship supported by Australian 
Society.

“Casting a spotlight on the wind as clean and unlimited 
source of energy, we aim to drastically reduce GHG 
emissions by reviving sail vessels based on a whole new 
idea… you may wonder what SHOFU MARU means in 
Japanese. SHOFU can be divided into two parts, “SHO” 
and “FU”. “SHO” means “pine”, and “FU” means “wind”. 
This is because there are black pine trees planted for the 
purpose of erosion control in discharging port Noshiro, 
Japan, so we named her “SHOFU MARU” with the hope 
that she will operate powerfully even under harsh 
conditions.

Resolving environmental issues is one of crucial MOL 
Group Corporate Missions. As one of the world’s leading 
multi-modal companies involved in a variety of social 
infrastructure businesses, MOL Group is committed to 
protecting and enhancing the health of our marine & global 
environment for future generations. One of them is that we 
announced “MOL Group Environmental Vision 2.1” which 
aims for net zero emissions by 2050. To achieve this goal, 
we will continue to make all possible efforts such as 
introducing and shifting to alternative fuel, including 
ammonia, hydrogen and methanol, and make wider use of 
LNG as a transitional fuel.

“Talking to the relationship between Australia and MOL 
group, I am confident that MOL can contribute in many 
ways to the idea of a hydrogen hub here in Newcastle. In 
addition, we also want to contribute the offshore wind 
business off the coast of Newcastle, which we are focusing
on as one of our new decarbonized challenges”.

Looking back to my memory in 2018 (4 years ago), 
together with Hide Irisawa, the MOL Representative in 
Sydney, we made a presentation about our new challenges
including this Wind Challenger Project at Australia/Japan 
Coal Conference in Brisbane. At that time, this was just our
dream. But this is a reality today. Our dream come true 
thanks to everybody’s efforts involved for this project”.

Shiotsu-san expressed his thanks and gratitude to all the 
delegates and to everyone who will provide future 
assistance relating to decarbonisation.

Glen Hayward of the Port of Newcastle also addressed 
guests. Declaring the Shofu Maru is significant in terms of 
innovation and sustainability, he described MOL as a 
“pioneer” in the field of sustainable shipping.

“Congratulations to MOL, you should be very proud of this 
achievement,” Mr Hayward told guests.

Shipping Australia attended the ceremony as a guest of 
Mitsui OSK Lines.

Shipping Australia CEO, Captain Melwyn Noronha, 
thanked the company for the honour of its invitation. He 
also expressed his admiration and praise for the 
company’s decarbonisation work.

“Mitsui OSK Lines is a world leading-company in dry bulk 
and decarbonisation and projects such as the Shofu Maru 
can only be of benefit to the shipping industry and to the 
environment. Innovative projects and the ongoing trade 
between our nations can only deepen and strengthen the 
friendly relations between Japan and Australia”.

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/world-first-hard-sail-

equipped-bulker-calls-at-newcastle/ 
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Pictured: the Shofu Maru, with Wind Challenger equipped system, 
enters the Port of Newcastle.            Photo credit MOL.

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/admin/
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NSW Ports outlines rail freight 
strategy
OCTOBER 21, 2022 BY INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTOR

NSW Ports has outlined its strategy for moving more freight
by rail to enhance efficiency while reducing emissions and 
road congestion, at the Australasian Railway Association 
(ARA) Rail Freight Conference.

Port Botany is Australia’s only container port with on-dock 
rail at each container terminal and moves more containers 
by rail than any other port in the country.

Jonathan Lafforgue, NSW Ports General Manager of 
Operations and Environment, said more than 400,000 TEU
a year was moved by rail at Port Botany – up 64 per cent 
since 2014. NSW Ports had the right strategy in place to 
continue optimising and growing rail capacity, he said.

“NSW Ports is investing in extra rail capacity to address 
long-term demand in a sustainable way, by reducing CO2 
emissions and the use of trucks, as trade volume 
increases,” Mr Lafforgue said.

“Together with Patrick Terminals, we are investing $190 
million to substantially boost on-dock rail capacity, which 
will deliver faster turn-around times, more rail windows for 
operators and allow more containers to be moved by rail to
and from the terminal without the need for double 
handling.”

Mr Lafforgue spoke at today’s ARA conference about the 
need to build and optimise rail freight connectivity to 
enhance the sustainability, efficiency and productivity of 
the nation’s supply chains. NSW Ports’ strategy to 
maximise the capacity and efficiency of rail freight includes:

•Expanding Port Botany’s on-dock rail capacity to 
meet future container growth demand

•Increasing the two-way loading of trains, including 
with empty containers, to improve rail utilisation and
efficiency and reduce CO2 emissions

•A mode shift incentive scheme, funded by 
Transport for NSW, to incentivise regional exporters
to use metropolitan intermodal terminals for the 
“last mile” journey to Port Botany and collection of 
empty containers

•Working with businesses, rail operators and 
Transport for NSW to improve access to the shared
metropolitan rail network for trains destined for Port 
Botany.

“Utilising Port Botany’s dedicated freight rail lines and on-
dock rail terminals more strategically, by boosting two-way 
loading of trains and optimising the benefit of intermodal 
terminals, will help ensure we continue to meet the growing
needs of businesses and their customers,” Mr Lafforgue 
said.

“A mode shift incentive scheme is one way to kickstart this 
process, with jurisdictions such as Victoria and Western 
Australia showing that such schemes can successfully 
increase the volumes of freight on rail.”

 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/nsw-ports-outlines-rail-

freight-strategy/ 
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Pictured: container ships berthed at the DP World Terminal at 
Brotherson Dock, Port Botany. Photo credit: Jim Wilson, Shipping 
Australia.

HMAS Brisbane – Sydney

HMAS Supply, Sydney

HMB Endeavour, Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/industry-contributor/


Traverse Board November 2022

Ukraine war: Two cargo ships leave 
ports despite Moscow's grain exports 
deal pullout
By Alasdair Sandford  with AP, AFP, Reuters  •  Updated: 
31/10/2022
Two cargo ships loaded with grain left Ukrainian ports on Monday 
and took the humanitarian maritime corridor to Turkey, despite 
Russia's pullout, according to the Marine Traffic website.

A total of twelve cargo ships are due to leave the Black 
Sea ports controlled by Ukraine on Monday, and four 
others are heading for them.

One of those, under a Turkish flag, has already set sail, 
said the Joint Coordination Centre (JCC), which oversees 
the agreement on Ukrainian grain exports via the Black 
Sea.

The transport of Ukrainian grain was blocked in the Black 
Sea on Sunday after Russia suspended the export 
agreement vital for global food supplies, a decision blasted 
by Kyiv, Washington and the EU.

Earlier, the United Nations, Turkey and Ukraine were said 
to have decided to continue implementing the grain deal 
after movement was halted on Sunday, with a transit plan 
in place for 16 ships on Monday now active.

Ukraine's government said that 218 ships involved in grain 
exports had been blocked — 22 loaded and stuck at ports, 
95 loaded and departed from ports, and 101 awaiting 
inspections.

One of the ships, with 40,000 tonnes of grain bound for 
Ethiopia under the United Nations aid programme, could 
not leave port on Sunday due to Russia's "blockage", 
Ukraine’s infrastructure minister Oleksandr Kubrakov said 
on Twitter, adding that exports were now "impossible".

NATO has joined an international chorus calling on Russia 
to reverse its decision.

Russia said on Sunday that it will have "contacts" with 
Turkey and the UN "soon" on the grain deal, the state news
agency TASS reported, quoting Deputy Foreign Minister 
Andrey Rudenko.

But, it added, this would only happen once all 
circumstances surrounding "Ukraine's attack" on its Black 

Sea fleet had been clarified and a UN Security Council 
meeting held. 

Kyiv has denounced Moscow's linking the grain deal 
suspension to the alleged attack in Crimea as a "false 
pretext", calling for pressure to be brought to bear to 
ensure that Russia "recommits to its obligations".

The UN-brokered deal, which allowed Ukraine to export 
agricultural produce, has seen more than nine million 
tonnes of grain exported during the war and has brought 
down soaring global food prices.

International outcry at Russian move

Russia's abrupt move on Saturday to halt the UN-brokered 
Black Sea grain deal has caused an international outcry 
and dealt a blow to attempts to ease the world's food crisis.

"President Putin must stop weaponising food and end his 
illegal war on Ukraine," NATO spokesperson Oana 
Lungescu said. "We call on Russia to reconsider its 
decision and renew the deal urgently, enabling food to 
reach those who need it most."

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said he was 
"deeply concerned" by Russia's decision and delayed a 
foreign visit to try to revive the agreement.

The European Union called on Russia to reverse its 
decision to pull out of the deal, accusing Moscow of putting
at risk supply routes to ease address the global food crisis 
caused by its war in Ukraine.

US President Joe Biden said the move was "purely 
outrageous" and would increase starvation.

"This is a completely transparent attempt by Russia to 
return to the threat of large-scale famine for Africa, for 
Asia," Ukraine's President Zelenskyy said in a video 
address, calling for a strong response from the UN and for 
Russia to be kicked out of the G20.

On Sunday Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba took 
to Twitter to accuse Russia of pre-planning its move and 
creating a "false pretext of explosions 200 kilometers away 
from the grain corridor".

"Russia's decision to suspend participation in the Black 
Sea deal puts at risk the main export route of much needed
grain and fertilisers to address the global food crisis 
caused by its war against Ukraine," EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said on Twitter.

"Any act by Russia to disrupt these critical grain exports is 
essentially a statement that people and families around the
world should pay more for food or go hungry," US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement.

The Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) overseeing the 
agreement said earlier that no cargo movements had been 
approved for Sunday. Nine cargo ships were able to use 
the Black Sea corridor on Saturday and "more than ten 
others" were ready to do the same in both directions, it 
said.

Row over alleged drone attack on Russian ships

Russia's defence ministry said Ukraine attacked the Black 
Sea Fleet near Sevastopol on the Russian-annexed 
Crimean peninsula with 16 drones early on Saturday. 
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A boat with Russian, Ukrainian, Turkish and UN officials heads to 
inspect cargo ships coming from Ukraine loaded with grain, in the 
Marmara Sea, Istanbul, Turkey, Oct. 1, 2022   -   Copyright  AP 
Photo/Khalil Hamra

https://twitter.com/SandforAlasdair


Traverse Board November 2022

Ukraine has denied the attack, saying that the Russians 
mishandled their own weapons.

Moscow pointed the finger at British navy "specialists" it 
accused of helping to coordinate the "terrorist" attack and 
also alleged British navy personnel had blown up the Nord 
Stream gas pipelines last month.

Its claim, unaccompanied by any evidence, prompted 
London to respond that it was false and designed to 
distract from Russian military failures in Ukraine.

On Sunday, France's foreign ministry said Russian 
accusations that Britain participated in attacks were 
groundless, concocted as part of Moscow's strategy to 
detract attention from its war of aggression against 
Ukraine.

The Russian declaration came one day after Guterres 
urged Russia and Ukraine to renew the grain export deal, 
which was scheduled to expire on 19 November.

Ahead of the expiry, Russia had repeatedly complained of 
problems, while Kyiv said Moscow had blocked almost 200 
ships from picking up grain cargoes.

The grain deal — brokered by the United Nations and 
Turkey in July — enabled Ukraine to export grain and to 
ease Russian agricultural and fertiliser exports.

According to TASS, Russia's agriculture minister has said 
Moscow is ready, with Turkey's assistance, to supply up to 
half a million tonnes of grain to poor countries in the next 
four months.

https://www.euronews.com/2022/10/30/ukraine-war-russias-grain-
deal-pullout-will-worsen-world-hunger-say-western-leaders 
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HMAS Brisbane, Sydney 4th October 2022

HMAS Canberra, Sydney, 4th October 2022

Vessels of the Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney,   The vessel in the 
centre is the replica Duyfken built by the Duyfken 1606 Replica Foundation, jointly 
with the Maritime Museum of Western Australia, and launched on 24 January 1999
in Fremantle. 

In March 1606, under the command of Willem Janszoon, the 60-tonne vessel sailed 
from Banda (now in the eastern Indonesian province of Maluku to explore unknown
territory in the south for potential trade opportunities. The vessel reached the north 
of Australia and charted 300km of the west coast of Cape York – unaware they 
were the first Europeans to visit the continent.

Not only is this voyage the first documented European contact with the Australian 
mainland, but it’s also the first recorded meeting on Australian soil between the 
Indigenous people of Australia and Europeans.

Janszoon’s voyage was the first in a succession of Dutch voyages during the 17th 
century that would culminate in the charting of almost two-thirds of the Australian 
coastline. It predates James Cook’s voyage on Endeavour by 164 years, yet it is 
often a forgotten aspect of our history.

ANMM - https://www.sea.museum/whats-on/our-fleet/duyfken 

James Craig, Sydney.

Journey Beyond's Spirit of Migloo, their Sydney harbour cruise boat.
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