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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

January 2023

Greetings to you all.  
Well, it might have taken 
a while to get here, but it 
is certainly here now; 
talking about summer, of 
course!  Never mind, a 
bit of shade and a cool 
drink will fix it all.

Our last event was a 
dinner at the Royal Oak, 
Clarendon, in late 
November, which was 
well worth the drive for 
those who attended;  the 
food was superb, 
beautifully served, with 
much interesting chatter 
filling the room.  

It is truly a great place for lunch or dinner, and Neil is 
lucky enough to call it his local!

I learned yesterday that Mark and  Coconut have 
safely crossed the Atlantic and are now in Grenada, 
so we now must wait to hear of his progress from 
there. Go, Mark!

By now the Sydney-Hobart and Melbourne-Hobart 
races have now been sailed, and a total of five 
yachts from South Australia competed, which is a 
great effort when one considers the distance they 
had to travel just to get to the start, then all the way 
home after, well done to all.

Our next gathering is an important one, as it includes 
the AGM of the Friends.  As in previous years we will 
meet for a BBQ at the Royal SA Yacht Squadron, 
always a happy time with the business side not 
taking up too much of the afternoon.  Please come 
along on Sunday, February 5th, bringing whatever 
you care to eat and drink, and have some fun.That’s 
all for now, so all the best to you all.

Regards, Julian.

January 2023 Meeting

Sunday 5th February

A.G.M. and barbecue,
Royal South Australian Yacht 

Squadron
Outer Harbour

From 12:00 noon onwards, BYO everything.

HMAS Brisbane, Sydney, October 2022

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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OLD  IRISH  SEA  FERRY  DUKE  OF
LANCASTER DAMAGED
3rd January 2023

John Rowley, owner of the former Irish Sea ferry Duke of 
Lancaster, which is to be found ashore at Mostyn in the Dee 
Estuary, has slammed self-styled ‘explorers’ who got aboard by
climbing up the anchor chain and then broke inside the vessel 
after helping others to follow.

The 4,450gt steam-turbine-powered ferry was built in Belfast 
by Harland and Wolff and delivered in 1955 for services on the 
Irish Sea, being followed by sisters Duke of Rothesay and 
Duke of Argyll.

With an original capacity of 600 first class passengers and 
1,200 second, she was converted to carry vehicles with stern 
loading and discharge by her original builders and ran between
Holyhead and Dun Laoghaire in Sealink’s green hulled colours 
until withdrawn in 1979.

Duke of Lancaster was moved to Mostyn later the same year 
and operated with varying degrees of success as a ‘Fun Ship’ 
with coin operated machines on board until 2004.

Report by Russell Plummer

http://shipsmonthly.com/news/old-irish-sea-ferry-duke-of-lancaster-
damaged/ 

INCAT LOOKING TO LEAD 
ELECTRIC REVOLUTION
20th December 2022

Australian Shipbuilder Incat Tasmania Pty Ltd, Incat is poised 
to revolutionise the world’s ferry market, Incat Chairman Robert
Clifford returning from a trip to Europe and the Americas 
reports very positive engagement with ferry businesses from 
around the world, saying “Incat Tasmania led the way in the 
development of the world’s first car-carrying high speed, 
lightweight catamarans in the 1990s and is set once again to 
revolutionise the fast ferry market.

Already we build ships that have lower emissions than our 
steel competitors as aluminium is only a third the weight of 

steel, meaning vessels require less power and consume the 
lowest possible amount of fuel already reducing each ships 
carbon footprint.”

Robert Clifford explains his predictions: “with the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) requiring a 30% reduction in CO2 
emissions for new builds from 2025 and a reduction of the 
world fleet’s overall emissions by 40% from 2030 new 
opportunities are arising on a scale never before experienced.

“On my recent overseas trip, I met with some of the world’s 
largest passenger and vehicle ferry companies many of which 
are current customers and the appetite for fully electric 
lightweight ferries was staggering.

“Over the next decade there will be tens of thousands of 
vessels that will need to be replaced or refitted and Incat is 
ideally placed to deliver the world’s first high-speed lightweight 
ships that are fully electric with zero emissions.”

Incat is already a world leader in building lighter and stronger 
ships and now we are going to be the world leader in building 
lighter, stronger, fully electric, zero emission ferries.

Robert went on to say: “This will mean a doubling if not tripling 
of our workforce, back up to more than 1500 jobs here at 
Prince of Wales Bay with a similar increase in contractors and 
other support services for our operation.

“We will need more employees and possibly even another yard
once we reach capacity here at the current site. We are also 
going to need the right strategic advice and support to enable 
us to grow as quickly as we will need to. “

http://shipsmonthly.com/news/incat-looking-to-lead-electric-revolution/ 

Australia Port Entry To Fouled Cruise
Ship

January 2, 2023
by John Konrad (gCaptain)

What should have been a dream holiday for passengers, a 
holiday cruise through the glittering blue waters from Auckland 
to Sydney has turned sour. Instead of making port calls, they 
were stuck on the vessel for six days straight, unable to dock in
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Australia due to a potentially hazardous organism found on the 
hull.  Australia’s strict marine biosecurity regulations meant the 
ship was not allowed to enter the country’s waters.

The 14-deck Viking Orion was stranded 16 miles off the coast 
of Adelaide, Australia due to the presence of a mysterious sea 
snail. To make the best of the situation, the crew provided 
lobster dinners, glasses of sparkling wine, and additional 
entertainment in attempt to keep passengers entertained and 
content during the delay.

With passengers having been stranded at sea for seven days, 
many are now fervently hoping to return to dry land. How much
longer must they wait?

Our @VikingCruises trip to NZ & Australia missed 4 of 8 
ports b/c of dirty/biohazard ship hull. 800 people, mainly 
Americans, are upset and angry over negligence. Viking 
Orion. Disappointing after 2 years of waiting, anticipation, 
& $$$$. Help please. ???

— Kenn Heydrick, EdD (@KHeydrick) December 31, 2022

Since leaving Wellington, New Zealand the day after 
Christmas, the ship has been denied permission to dock in 
Christchurch, Dunedin and Hobart. The Australian authorities 
issued stern warning for the Viking Orion and ordered the 
vessel’s agent to ensure that the hull was thoroughly cleaned 
before it could make its way into Australian waters.

“The vessel is required to undergo hull cleaning to remove the 
biofouling and prevent potentially harmful marine organisms 
being transported by the vessel,” the Australian fisheries 
department said yesterday. “Professional divers were engaged 
directly by the vessel line/agent to clean the hull while at 
anchor outside Australian waters.”

A Viking representative told The Guardian the vessel would sail
for Melbourne and resume its itinerary by Monday but the New 
York Times reports passengers may not be able to set foot on 
dry land until later this week.

“A limited amount of standard marine growth is being cleaned 
from the ship’s hull – a standard cleaning procedure for 
nautical vessels,” Viking Cruises said in a statement emailed to
The Guardian on Sunday. “These unfortunate passengers have
been stuck at sea for far too long, and it’s time for them to be 
able to set foot on dry land finally.”

On Friday the ship’s master penned an apology to passengers 
regarding the current circumstances. “Viking is working directly 
with guests on compensation for the impact to their voyage,” 
said Captain Marko Snajdar.

This is not the first bio-fouling incident to hit the cruise industry.
Last month, passengers on the Coral Princess had to skip two 
stops on their journey around New Zealand after an infestation 
of nonnative mollusks had to be removed from the hull.

The Viking Orion was originally called the Viking Spirit.  It was 

renamed the Orion in 2018 in honor of retired NASA astronaut 
Anna Fisher.

Coast Guard Gives Austal USA Green
Light for Offshore Patrol Cutter 
Design
Mike Schuler
October 10, 2022

The U.S. Coast Guard is moving forward with Austal USA on 
the detail design phase of up to 11 vessels in the service’s 
offshore patrol cutter (OPC) acquisition program.

The Coast Guard announced last week it has given notice to 
the Mobile, Alabama-based shipbuilder that it can proceed with
the design work following the withdrawal of a protest filed by 
Eastern Shipbuilding in July with the Government 
Accountability Office contesting the Coast Guard’s selection of 
Austal USA as the stage 2 contractor.

The Coast Guard in June awarded Austal USA with the fixed-
price incentive contract for the design and construction of up to
11 OPCs. The initial award is valued at $208.26 million and 
supports detail design and long lead-time material for OPC 
number five, with options for production of up to 11 OPCs in 
total. The contract has a potential value of up to $3.33 billion if 
all options are exercised.

Florida-based Eastern Shipbuilding was originally selected by 
the Coast Guard in 2016 to design and construct the first batch
of nine OPCs, at the time marking largest-ever vessel 
procurement contract ever awarded in the history of the Coast 
Guard. However, Eastern Shipbuilding’s Panama City shipyard 
was severely damaged when Hurricane Michael came ashore 
in 2018 just as construction of the first vessel was set to begin, 
prompting the Coast Guard to divide the program into two 
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Fireworks during the Naming Ceremony for the Viking Orion in Livorno, Italy.

https://twitter.com/VikingCruises?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Acquisitions-CG-9/Newsroom/Latest-Acquisition-News/Article/3181033/stage-2-of-the-coast-guard-offshore-patrol-cutter-moves-forward/
https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/02/world/australia/biofoul-cruise-ship.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/jan/01/viking-orion-hundreds-of-passengers-stranded-on-cruise-ship-off-south-australia
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stages and revise cost and schedule goals, ultimately leading 
to the Austal USA award.

In total, the Coast Guard has committed to spend over $12 
billion to acquire a fleet of 25 OPCs to replace its aging fleet 
Medium Endurance Cutters. Under the revised program, ESG 
would build only the first four OPCs in the program, not the 
nine that it had originally been contracted for.

In 2020, the GAO issued a report finding that the Coast Guard 
accepted “significant risk” related to design, schedule, and cost
of the program even before the hurricane hit Eastern 
Shipbuilding.

The Coast Guard’s 110-meter steel OPCs have range of 
10,200 nautical miles at 14 knots and a 60-day endurance 
period, capable of conducting a variety of missions including 
law enforcement, drug and migrant interdiction, and search and
rescue operations.

Eastern Shipbuilding started construction on the third OPC in 
September at its Panama City shipyard.

Spirit of Tasmania Replacement Ferries

Rauma Marine Constructions (RMC) has formally started 
construction of the first roll on / roll off vessels to replace the 
current Spirit of Tasmania ships.

The first steel was cut for Spirit of Tasmania IV – as the vessel 
will be named – at 8pm AEDT on Monday 28 February.

The names – Spirit of Tasmania IV and Spirit of Tasmania V – 
are the logical continuation of vessel names that build on the 
legacy of the Spirit of Tasmania I and II and acknowledge Spirit
of Tasmania III that operated the now discontinued Devonport 
to Sydney service.

The company has also taken the opportunity to refresh its 
branding which is reflected in the vessel’s new livery. The 
strong and iconic use of red has been maintained keeping the 
ships recognisable and distinctive. The new-look logo is 
modern, clean and strong in design. The emblem has been 
refreshed to highlight the iconic red and white bow of the Spirit 
of Tasmania ships against a blue sky and sea framed within the
shape of Tasmania. The new font is emotive but also 
functional, using italics to represent movement.

Spirit of Tasmania, Managing Director and CEO Bernard Dwyer
said the steel cutting ceremony in Finland was much more than
a traditional and significant maritime celebration.

“This is a significant moment for Tasmania and for the 
Tasmanian economy. When completed, the vessel’s arrival in 
late 2023 will mark the start of a new era for passenger travel 
and freight transport across Bass Strait,” he said.

“While the new ships will be a similar design to the current 
Spirit of Tasmania vessels, they will feature substantially larger 
capacity for passengers, passenger vehicles and freight.”

“The new vessels will also feature up to $100 million in 
Tasmanian and Australian content.”

Mr Dwyer said Spirit of Tasmania was delighted to be working 
with RMC on the project.

“The European-based ship builder has an excellent reputation 
for building and delivering vessels of outstanding quality which 
in turn will allow us to deliver the very best for Tasmania.”

https://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/company-information/media/
media-releases/construction-starts-of-new-spirit-of-tasmania-ship 

Towards the new Kangaroo Island Ferry 
Service in 2024

For more than 30 years SeaLink has provided a safe, reliable, 
and customer-focused ferry service to and from Kangaroo 
Island for residents, businesses, and visitors.

In December 2021, the South Australian Government 
announced SeaLink was successful in a competitive tender 
and would continue to provide this critical transport link 
between Cape Jervis and Penneshaw as part of the new 
Kangaroo Island Ferry Service (KI Ferry Service) contract to 
commence from July 2024.

The new SeaLink ferries:

• will be 60 metres in length and 20 metres wide 
(approximately 10m longer and 2m wider than the current
vessels)

• will provide approximately 150 metres more vehicle lane 
space than each of the current vessels

• are identical in design allowing for freight and oversized 
vehicles to travel on either ferry

• will provide a smoother ride and improved experience for 
passengers

• will be drive through making the loading and unloading 
process safer, easier and faster for customers.

The new SeaLink ferries will also provide customers with 
improved amenities on board, including:

• modern café facilities

• passenger lift access to all three public decks

• indoor and outdoor viewing areas

Page 4



Traverse Board  January 2023

• dedicated pet travel area

• device charging facilities

• improved disability access and DDA features on each 
level.

As part of the new contract, SeaLink is upgrading the ferry 
terminal check-in and loading infrastructure at both Cape Jervis
and Penneshaw.

The new SeaLink terminals will provide customers with:

• faster vehicle check-in and loading facilities

• improved foot passenger boarding facilities.

More information regarding the terminal and check-in upgrades
will be provided in the lead-up to the commencement date 
expected to be July 2024.

Who designed and is building the two new ferries?
The new vessels were designed by Sea Transport Solutions, 
an Australian business providing specialist marine design 
services globally.

• The vessels are being built offshore using components 
from local South Australian suppliers.

• South Australian suppliers will also continue to support 
the ongoing operation and maintenance of the vessels 
into the future.

https://www.sealink.com.au/kangaroo-island/kangaroo-island-ferry-
service/
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Artist's impression of the two ferries at Cape  Jervis.   This show just how 
small the sheltered harbour at Cape Jervis is.   Swinging either of the current
ferries, Sealion 2000 and Spirit of Kangaroo Island, to allow stern loading is 
tight and can be severely disrupted by a strong north westerly.

The jetty at the top of the image is where Sealion 2000 presently lays up 
between runs, and at the bottom the loading jetty.

The recently restored Hecla at the Axel Stenross Museum in Port Lincoln.   It 
was built in Port Fairy and brought to Port Lincoln to pioneer the tuna fishing
industry.

Tuna boats in the Port Lincoln Marina

Australia's only inland lighthouse, Point Malcolm at the entrance to Lake 
Albert.

Perth’s Barrack Street 
Jetty on the Swan.

A busy scene on 
the Seine in Paris, 
October 2019

https://www.sealink.com.au/kangaroo-island/kangaroo-island-ferry-service/
https://www.sealink.com.au/kangaroo-island/kangaroo-island-ferry-service/
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The Friends Of The Paul Mcguire Maritime
Library Inc Income Statement For Period

Covering 01/01/2022 to 31/12/2022

Revenues

Income $0.00

Events $160.00

Donations $909.65

Interest Income $0.00

    Term Deposit Interest $76.81

    Working Account Interest $0.00

Membership Subscriptions $240.00

Other Income $0.00

Total Revenue $1386.46

Expenses

Expenses $0.00

Award Scholarship       $0.00

Bank Service Charge $8.80

Donations to the Library $404.65

Events $198.00

Total Expenses $611.45

Net income for Period $775.01

The Friends Of The Paul Mcguire Maritime
Library Inc 

Balance Sheet 31/12/2022

Assets

Assets $0.00

Current Assets

   Term Deposit 
Account

$34,309.35

   Working 
Account

$2,950.24

Total Assets $37,259.59

Liabilities

Total Liabilities $0.00

Equity

Total Equity $37,259.59

Total Liabilities &
Equity

$37,259.59
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Barges and narrow boats in London's Battlebridge Basin off Regents Canal.    
This was an industrial area until recently, but has since been repurposed to 
offices and housing.

Eventus - one of the many vessels plying the River Main, and beyond to the 
Rhine, in Frankfurt.    It is between two locks, each a couple of kilometres 
either side of the Frankfurt.
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