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Greetings to you all, on a 
very pleasant autumn 
day, one of many, I hope. 
 The first event for a 
mention was our AGM 
and BBQ, early in 
February, which was a 
success in every way.  
The business side was 
quickly conducted, with 
the financials being 
approved and the 
Committee set to remain 
as it stands. 

There was much discussion on the topic promoting 
the Paul McGuire Library to a greater percentage of 
the population, a result of this being the decision to 
print new brochures for circulation.  The afternoon 
was passed enjoying good victuals and 
conversation.  My thanks to all who attended, 
including our Patron, Stan Quin, accompanied by his 
wife Joyce.

Mark Sinclair is in town for a little while, meanwhile 
Coconut is mothballed in Trinidad, and Mark is to be 
the skipper of a fully-crewed Swan 57, “Explorer”, in 
the fiftieth anniversary re-enactment of the first 
Whitbread round-the-world race.  The preferred 
starting port is Southampton on September 10th 
2023, but these have to be confirmed; Don 
MacIntyre is the driving force behind this latest 
event, and there are two Australian entries.

We will return to the British Hotel, Port Adelaide, for 
our next meeting, on Tuesday, March 28th, and Neil 
has lined up some interesting video material for your 
enjoyment.  I look forward to seeing you all there.

Time to pass this on to Neil for despatch to all the 
Friends, so all the best to you.

Regards, Julian.

Sealink's Stradbrooke Island Ferries at Cleveland on the mainland.   
Sealink operate both passenger only and vehicle ferries to the island.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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South Australia's oldest colonial 
shipwreck helped by Murray 
floodwaters
ABC South East SA  By Caroline Horn

(ABC South East SA: Caroline Horn)

The recent floodwaters flowing from the mouth of the Murray 
River into Encounter Bay caused problems for marine life and 
residents, but may help preserve South Australia's oldest 
colonial shipwreck. 

Key points:

• The wreck is considered fragile and was becoming 
increasingly exposed

• 40–50cm of sand has been deposited over the site 
since last year

• The wreck of the first colonial ship built in WA is also 
in Encounter Bay, but is yet to be found

Students and researchers from Flinders University's Maritime 
Archaeology program have been diving to the wreck site of the 
barque — South Australian — over the past few weeks.

The program's Wendy van Duivenvoorde said they visited the 
site around the same time last year.

They starting a monitoring process for the wreck, which she said
was fragile and had become increasingly exposed and scoured 
since the site was rediscovered in 2018.

When divers returned this year, after the peak of the floodwaters

had passed, they found additional sand deposits of about 40–50 

centimetres over the wreck.

"This is really good," Dr van Duivenvoorde said.

"Because this means things are covering up in certain areas and, 
once it's covered up with sediments, this anaerobic environment 
creates itself and that means that oxygen levels are really low 
and micro-organisms and little teredo worms don't eat on the 
ship timbers so much."

Dr van Duivenvoorde said many locals had stopped to talk with 
researchers while they were on the beach.

Many said their families had known of the wreck and some told 
stories of some of its timbers being salvaged and used in local 
buildings.

(Supplied: Flinders University, Justine Buchler)

History of the South Australian

The barque that became the South Australian was originally 
launched in 1819 as the Marquess of Salisbury in Falmouth, 
England.

It was used as a Falmouth package and a naval ship before it 
was purchased by the South Australian Company and became 
one of the first ships to transport migrants — mostly British and 
German — to the new colony of South Australia in 1836.

After offloading its human cargo at Kangaroo Island it was 
taken to Encounter Bay, refitted, and used as an offshore 
platform for processing whale carcasses.

It sank in December 1837 when a storm pushed it over Black's 
Reef.

Many locals knew of the existence of the wreck site, but it was 
not officially located and identified until 2018.

The site has been given special protection and vessels and divers
are not permitted within 30 metres of the area without a permit 
from the South Australian Department for the Environment and 
Water.

WA wreck yet to be found in Encounter Bay

Another significant colonial wreck located in the waters of 
Encounter Bay is yet to be found.

The Alpha was built in 1844 from Margaret River jarrah and 
was the first colonial ship to be built in Western Australia.

Only three years later, in 1847, it sank in Encounter Bay and Dr 
van Duivenvoorde is determined to locate its wreckage.

Locals have told her that the seabed in the area has built up by 
about 3 metres over some years, which could mean the wreck 
was now completely covered.

"That's fine too," she said. "One day we'll find it."
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The research undertaken on the South Australian will be given to
Heritage SA, which manages the state's maritime heritage.

Brisbane River's 98yo tugboat 
Forceful to be dismantled, recycled as 
maintenance costs bite
ABC Radio Brisbane
/ By Antonia O'Flaherty

(Supplied: Queensland Maritime Museum)

Queensland's last coal-fired steam tugboat will be scrapped in 
two months as the cost of renting land to store it and 
maintenance costs reach hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Key points:

• The tug launched in 1925 and was operational until 
2006, largely on the Brisbane River

• After several years on display in the Brisbane River, it 
has now been kept in at a shipyard

• The Queensland Maritime Museum Association can't 

afford to store the ship anymore

Earlier this year the Queensland Maritime Museum Association 
(QMMA) board determined it could no longer afford the 
maintenance and fees for keeping the boat, named Forceful, at 
The Yard in Murarrie.

The association said it had approached landowners about storing
the Forceful while it could find alternative options but had been 
unsuccessful.

While the association is still hoping to find another solution, it 
has approached a company to dismantle and recycle the ship in 
April or May.

Brisbane River home since 1920s

The historical significance of the Forceful began 98 years ago 
when the steam tugboat was built by Alexander Stephen & Sons 
Ltd in Glasgow and launched in late 1925.

The vessel arrived in Brisbane in March 1926 and operated for 
the most part in the Brisbane River for four decades.

Just months after its arrival, it sailed near Heron Island to the aid
of another ship, the Cooma, which had been stranded on the 
North Reef in July.

And later the same year, the Forceful sailed to Cairns to assist 
with the recovery of another ship, the Rio Claro, which had 
become grounded on the nearby Scott's Reef.

But the QMMA said the Forceful's "finest hour" was in 
February, 1929.

"She assisted towing the stricken steamer Arafura through a 
cyclone some 300 kilometres to Brisbane," its website stated.

During World War II, the Forceful was used in harbour work 
around Darwin.

It towed cargo lighters to Indonesia and rescued aircraft and 
crewmen after bombing missions, the QMMA website said.
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The Forceful towing passenger steamship Orungal up the Brisbane 
River in 1935.(Supplied: State Library of Queensland)

Forceful outside the Queensland Maritime Museum at South Brisbane.
(Supplied: Peter Collins)
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The ship returned to Brisbane in 1943 where, by 1964, it became
the last coal-fired tugboat on the river.

The Forceful was retired in 1970 and the QMMA acquired her in
June 1971.

For a further 35 years, the tugboat continued to operate in the 
Brisbane River, sailing to Moreton Bay.

But by 2006, due to the cost of maintenance, Forceful was kept 
only as a static display in the river near the museum.

"The ship also has scientific significance because its coal-fired 

boilers and triple-expansion engine are rare surviving examples 

of this technology," the QMMA said on its website.

Museum's $1m spend

QMMA board chairman Captain Kasper Kuiper said Forceful 
was a "beautiful old-fashioned ship" that was 37 metres long, 
9m wide and 7m tall.

Captain Kuiper said the government required the museum to 
bring the ship ashore for repairs to make it seaworthy about two 
years ago.

It was taken to The Yard in Murarrie but Captain Kuiper said the
museum association was not able to put the ship back in the 
river due to flood-risk concerns raised by Maritime Safety 
Queensland (MSQ).

The association has since attempted to find land where the tug 
could be displayed but cannot afford the ongoing storage costs, 
which have already amassed hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Captain Kuiper told ABC Radio Brisbane the association has 
spent close to $1 million on the tug over the past two decades 
and the boat was still admired by the community.

"We've still got Friends of the Forceful who are very much 
attached to it," he said.

"But … the money we spent on the Forceful, we need to 
urgently spend on the Diamantina … which is also a historic 
ship, but has not got to the same state as the Forceful."

Boat poses 'significant risk'

A Brisbane City Council spokesperson said the QMMA had 
asked the council for a location to dry dock the ship.

The council has advised the QMMA that there is no council land
that is suitable and within a maritime jurisdiction, the 
spokesperson has said.

MSQ general manager Kell Dillon said the steam tugboat was 
not in a suitable condition for display in the Brisbane River.

"The vessel would pose a significant risk to downstream 
infrastructure and maritime safety, particularly during a flood," 
he said.

"MSQ has been supporting the QMMA to explore options to 
display the Forceful ashore, in the interests of preserving 
Brisbane's maritime heritage.

"While MSQ has been happy to provide in-kind support for the 
museum, it is unable to provide further funding."

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-13/brisbane-river-historic-tug-
boat-forceful-to-be-scrapped/
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Forceful, pictured in the mid-1980s, operated from 1925 to 2006. 
(Supplied: Queensland Maritime Museum)

Steam-powered tugboats have played an important role throughout 
Brisbane's maritime history.(Supplied: State Library of Queensland)

SPOT 1 at its new Geelong terminus.
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Antarctic icebreaker Nuyina likely to 
miss 2023 expedition season due to 
repair delays
By James Dunlevie

Posted Wed 1 Feb 2023 at 4:58am

Australia's Antarctic icebreaker ship, which has barely been in 
active service since being delivered in late 2021, will be out of 
action for this season due to delays in repairs.

Built in Romania by Dutch shipbuilding company Damen, 
Nuyina replaced its predecessor Aurora Australis after that ship 
was decommissioned after 30 years.

Heralded as a "Disneyland for scientists", the $528 million 
Nuyina is touted as being equipped with state-of-the-art 
technology and can support voyages of up to 90 days at a time.

The Nuyina experienced motor trouble prior to first arriving in 
Hobart in October 2021.

Its maiden voyage to Antarctica was later delayed due to an 
issue with the alarm and monitoring system.

'Spare part delay'

In a statement, an Australian Antarctic Division (AAD) 
spokesperson said the delays to the ship returning to Tasmania 
had been foreshadowed last year.

"In July, the AAD announced unexpected issues with Nuyina's 
propulsion system clutches and a resulting delay for spare parts 
would see the vessel unlikely to be used for the upcoming 
season. 

"The AAD chartered Aiviq and cargo vessel, Happy Diamond 
for the 2022-2023 Antarctic season while RSV Nuyina 
undergoes scheduled maintenance and repairs in Singapore.

"Like all new and complex ships, Nuyina will require
time for commissioning as it prepares to serve

Australia's Antarctic and Southern Ocean science
efforts in the decades ahead," the statement said.

The AAD said Nuyina is now expected to return in April.

The "vessel remains under warranty for the duration of 
maintenance in Singapore", it said. 

Yesterday, AAD director Kim Ellis announced he was resigning 
after four years in the role.

In his statement, Mr Ellis noted the "introduction of new 
icebreaker Nuyina" had been among "some of the most 
challenging" moments of his career.

The ship has been described as the "centrepiece of the Australian
Antarctic Strategy and 20 Year Action Plan" announced in 2016 
with $1.9 billion budgeted to "cover the design, build and 30 
year operational and maintenance lifespan of the icebreaker", 
representing the "single biggest investment in the history of 
Australia's Antarctic program".

When operational, Nuyina carries 117 passengers and 32 crew.

Page 5

Key points:

• Despite only arriving in 2021, the $528 million ship 
is unavailable for this year's expedition season due to delays 
in "scheduled maintenance and repairs"

• It is expected the ship will return to Tasmania in 
April, the AAD says

• The ship has been out of action several times due to 
faults

The manufacturer says "shaft couplings need to be replaced" on the 
ship, which entered service in 2021.(AAD/Peter Harmsen)

Aerial view of RSV Nuyina in the dry dock of the Damen shipyards, in 
Romania, prior to its completion.(Damen/AAD)
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Nuyina means "southern lights" in Tasmania's palawa kani 
reconstructed Aboriginal language and was the winning entry 
from schoolchildren in a competition.

abc.net.au/news/antarctic-icebreaker-nuyina-to-miss-2023-expedition/
101913218

P&O Takes Delivery of the World’s 
Largest Double-Ended Ferry
Mar 06, 2023 at 03:46 in Cruises and Tourism by Raghib Raza

P&O Ferries has taken delivery of the world's largest double-
ended ferry from Guangzhou Shipyard International, China. P O 
PIONEER is the first of the two Fusion Class ferries that P&O 
had ordered. Together with the yet-to-be-delivered "P&O 
Liberte," these vessels will ply the route between England, 
Dover, Calais, and France.

The ships will set a precedent for size, luxury, and hybrid power 
in the shipping industry. They are 47,394 gross tons and 756 feet
in length, with two 7500kw Azipod thrusters on each end that 
allow them to operate at a maximum speed of 20.8 knots.

P O PIONEER can carry 1,500 passengers and have more than 
100,000 square feet of space for travelers, as well as room for 

700 vehicles. Amenities include restaurants, bars, gyms, 
relaxation and entertainment areas, and a children's area.

Since a double-ended ferry does not need to be turned around at 
each terminus, it saves 7 minutes of travel time and 1 tonne of 
fuel. The ships boast features such as the ability to cut emissions
by 40% through a combination of fuel and battery propulsion, 
and a waste heat recovery system.

The ships have a total of four rooms for storing batteries. 
These can store a total of 1,160 large-scale batteries with a 
maximum storage capacity of 8.8 MW. The ships recharge the
batteries using shore power or by using excess power from the 
shaft generators.

P&O Takes Delivery of the World’s Largest Double-Ended Ferry 
(fleetmon.com) 

SA's cuttlefish coast wins national 
heritage listing
Indaily - Monday, Feb 27, 2023 -Belinda Willis

South Australia’s Giant Australian Cuttlefish breeding ground 
has won National Heritage listing, adding new protection to the 
region being scoped as a possible desalination plant site for the 
Upper Spencer Gulf.

The Cuttlefish Coast Sanctuary Zone near Whyalla is the 120th 
Australian place to make the National Heritage List alongside 
Uluru Kata-Tjuta, the Great Barrier Reef and the Port Arthur 
Historic Site in Tasmania – and is only SA’s 10th entry.

Federal Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek said the 
Cuttlefish Coast is one of the world’s largest Giant Australian 
Cuttlefish breeding sites, and is listed for being a rare aspect of 
Australia’s natural history with potential to support further 
research into the species.

Every year, between May and August, thousands of giant 
Australian cuttlefish congregate along four kilometres of 
shallow rocky reef, within the Cuttlefish Coast Sanctuary Zone 
some 63 kilometres south of Port Augusta and 15km northeast 
of Whyalla.

“The annual migration of Giant Australian Cuttlefish to the 
Cuttlefish Coast is a natural wonder,” Plibersek said.
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Illustration showing size and capability difference between Nuyina and 
Aurora Australis ships.(Supplied: AAD/Rob Bryson)

Image Courtesy Guangzhou Shipbuilding Internationall

South Australia's Giant Australian Cuttlefish breeding ground wins 

National Heritage Listing. Photo: Maeve Plouffe

https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/p-o-pioneer_9895161_8482170/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/p-o-pioneer_9895161_8482170/
https://www.fleetmon.com/vessels/p-o-pioneer_9895161_8482170/
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“The cuttlefish put on a spectacular show of colour, 
shapeshifting and cunning games, creating what is almost an 
underwater light show.

“The Cuttlefish Coast Sanctuary Zone adds outstanding heritage
value to Australia’s precious coastal sanctuary zones and helps 
to develop an understanding of our unique natural history.”

Conservation South Australia welcomed the news, having 
previously called for the Point Lowly site to be dropped from a 
$15 million State Government scoping plan for a desalination 
plant in the Upper Spencer Gulf.

“The Giant Australian Cuttlefish aggregation is a spectacular 
natural wonder with global significance that richly deserves 
national recognition,” Conservation SA chief executive Craig 
Wilkins said.

“We humans can build all sorts of grand palaces, but it is 
impossible for us to recreate the magic of nature that happens 
around Pt Lowly every winter.

“Nature has chosen this spot, and we must do everything in our 
power to make sure it is protected.

“The cuttlefish breeding grounds now join a very select list of 
SA sites on the National Heritage register, including the 
Adelaide Park Lands, the Ediacaran fossils and the Naracoorte 
caves.”

Wilkins said the main cuttlefish breeding areas at Stony Point 
near the listed site was “surprisingly” not included in the listing, 
and “we hope it will be added in the future”.

The National Heritage List recognises places of outstanding 
heritage significance to Australia. It includes natural, historic 
and Indigenous places, under Australia’s national environment 
law, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999.

Wilkins believed the National Heritage listing “must surely rule 
out once and for all a desalination plant at Pt Lowly” over 
concerns the cuttlefish breeding cycle is strongly affected by 
salinity.

The latest consultation to build the plant comes 12 years after 
Transport and Infrastructure Minister Tom Koutsantonis 
approved a BHP Billiton plan to build a desalination plant at 
Point Lowly when he was part of the Weatherill Labor State 
Government.

It met resistance from environmentalists and fishers, and was 
eventually dropped when the company’s Olympic Dam mining 
site expansion did not go ahead.

Koutsantonis is again the Minister overseeing the new 
desalination plant project, with the current business case 
assessment funded by the state and federal governments.

A government spokesman said the Federal Government decision
to add the Cuttlefish Coast Sanctuary Zone on the Upper 
Spencer Gulf to the National Heritage List is welcome.

“A business case is still being developed for the proposed 
construction of a desalination plant under the Northern Water 
Supply project (NWS),” he said.

“This process is adhering to rigorous standards of 
environmental, economic and technical studies and analysis.

“Point Lowly is just one of three sites under consideration, along
with Crag Point and Mullaquana, as part of the business case 
that will be delivered to government.”

The spokesman said if the government opts to proceed to the 
next phase, the preferred site would be subject to a range of 
detailed environmental studies and consultations with 
community and industry, including local Aboriginal 
communities.

“Only after these studies and consultations have been completed
will the government be in a position to make a final decision on 
whether or not to support development of a desalination plant at 
any specific site, with this decision expected to be made in mid-
2024,” he said.

https://indaily.com.au/events/regional-news/2023/02/27/sas-cuttlefish/

coast-wins-national-heritage-listing 
All eyes on Popeye as a new Torrens 
artwork

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of philanthropist James 
Ramsay’s birth, the James and Diana Ramsay Foundation has 
commissioned local artist Carly Snoswell to transform an iconic 
Popeye boat on the River Torrens into a work of art.

The project saw the Foundation partner with Guildhouse, The 
Popeye and The City of Adelaide to create a unique way of 
celebrating the anniversary while providing a new opportunity 
for visiting audiences to engage with.

“James and Diana were known supporters of the arts community
and of South Australia in general,” said the Foundation’s 
executive director, Kerry de Lorme.

“Every South Australian knows the Popeye, and visitors will 
want to take a look at the artwork both outside and inside the 
boat and marvel at its stars as they light the river at night.

“Diana and James liked to take a risk in promoting the arts, and 
they would have loved to see this local artist supported with 
such a prominent piece of art, which all South Australians can 
enjoy.”

The Popeye I has been applied with a non-permanent vinyl wrap
of colour, sequins and stars designed by Carly Snoswell, that 
includes a lighting element to bring the work to life at night.

Working in consultation with Kaurna and Narungga man, Jack 
Buckskin of Kuma Kaaru Cultural Services, Snoswell’s artwork,
named Good Job, references Kaurna language and culture.

Snoswell said stars have a significant meaning to Kaurna 
language and culture, with the river acting as a mirror of the 
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https://indaily.com.au/news/2023/02/01/fears-gulf-desal-plant-will-devastate-giant-cuttlefish-breeding-grounds/
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Milky Way sparkling with reflected stars in the natural 
landscape.

“’Marngu-marngu’, or ‘speckled’, highlights the many circles of
the stars, the glimmering reflection of the water, and in this case,
the sequins which bring the artwork together,” Snoswell said.

“The artwork can also play tricks on the mind and draw the 
audience in to take new notice of the Popeye, unabashedly proud
and joyous on the Karrawirra Pari.”

The newly decorated Popeye I launched on February 24 and will
operate as usual while donning the artwork for the next 12 
months.

Words: Elisabeth Marie
Image: Verity Edwards

https://www.seniorscard.sa.gov.au/weekendplus/arts-and-culture/all-
eyes-on-popeye-as-a-new-torrens-artwork

Additions to the Mcguire Collection, 
January and February 2023
China bound : John Swire & Sons and its World, 1816-1980 / 
Robert Bickers. 

London : Bloomsbury Business, 2020

The English and French navies, 1500-1650 : expansion, 
organisation and state-building / Benjamin W. D. Redding

Woodbridge, Suffolk ; Rochester, NY : The Boydell Press, 2022

Geopolitics, supply chains, and international relations in East 
Asia / edited by Etel Solingen.

Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 2021.

Knight of the North Atlantic : Baron Siegfried von Forstner and 
the war patrols of U-402, 1941-1943 / Aaron S. Hamilton.

Barnsley : Seaforth Publishing, 2022.

Shipbuilding in the United Kingdom : a history of the British 
Shipbuilders Corporation / Hugh Murphy.

Abingdon, Oxon ; New York, NY : Routledge, 2021.

Shipping and globalization in the post-war era : contexts, 
companies, connections / Niels P. Petersson, Stig Tenold, 
Nicholas J. White

Cham, Switzerland : Palgrave Macmillan, [2019]

Years of endurance : life aboard the battlecruiser Tiger, 1914-
1916 / Surgeon Rear Admiral John R Muir

Barnsley : Seaforth Press, 2021.

Over the top : the first lone yachtsman to sail vertically around 
the world / Adrian Flanagan.

London : Adlard Coles, Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2018.

British battleship vs Italian battleship : the Mediterranean 1940-
41 / Mark Stille

Oxford : Osprey Publishing, 2020.

The darksome bounds of a failing world :|bthe sinking of the 
"Titanic" and the end of the Edwardian era / Gareth Russell.

London : William Collins, 2019.

Boatbuilding - yesterday and today: trends, preferences and 
priorities / Foerthmann, Peter 

Hamburg : Tredition, 2021.
Disruptive Technology and the Law of Naval Warfare / James 
Kraska and Raul Pedrozo
New York, NY : Oxford University Press, [2022]
Fiberglass Boat Restoration: The Project Planning Guide / 
Captain Wayne Canning.
New York, NY : Seahorse Publishing, [2017]
Our Blue Planet: An Introduction to Maritime and Underwater 
Archaeology / Ben Ford, Jessi J. Halligan, Alexis Catsambis
New York : Oxford University Press, [2020]
Pirate Lands: Governance and Maritime Piracy / Ursula 
Daxecker & Brandon Prins
New York : Oxford University Press, 2021.
Maritime informatics / Mikael Lind (et al.)
Cham, Switzerland : Springer, [2021]
GMDSS handbook for mariners / Alexander Olsen, Fidaa 
Karkori.
Southampton, Hampshire : Magellan Maritime Press Ltd, 2023.
Reeds maritime meteorology [4th ed.] / Elaine Ives, Maurice 
Cornish
London : Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019
Leith-built ships. Volume 1, they once were shipbuilders [1850-
1918] / R.O. Neish.
Dunbeath, Caithness, Scotland, UK : Whittles Publishing, 
[2019].
Leith-built ships. Volume 2, Leith Shipyards 1918-1939 / R.O. 
Neish.
Dunbeath, Caithness, Scotland, UK : Whittles Publishing, 
[2021].
Leith-built ships. Volume 3, Henry Robb Ltd. [1945–1965] / 
R.O. Neish.
Dunbeath, Caithness : Whittles Publishing, [2022]

Richard Moriarty 

Senior Collection Development Librarian

State Library of South Australia
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