
Traverse Board May 2023

Page 1

PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

May 2023

Greetings to you all, it 
seems that Autumn might 
be running out of steam, but 
I hope I’m wrong; anyway, I 
hope you are all keeping 
well. 

Our March meeting at the 
British was a pleasant affair, 
with usual good fare served 
up;  Neil brought along a 
brilliant video of a journey 
along the Kennett and Avon 
Canal, with all its many 
locks and historic buildings.

 The travellers on their annual narrow-boat holiday were 
actors Timothy West and Prunella Scales, a fascinating 
look at southern England.

At the end of May, the 28th, we will be doing our own boat 
trip, this time a cruise on the Port River to visit the ships’ 
graveyard on the North Arm and to be entertained by any 
dolphins that may come our way.  The vessel only has 
space for sixteen, so please let Neil or myself if you intend 
to join us, and we plan to enjoy lunch after we come 
ashore, it should be fun.

Meanwhile the Golden Globe single-handed race has been 
won, by South African Kirsten Neuschafer aboard  
Minnehaha, with just five other yachts still sailing.  As you 
know, Mark Sinclair has retired to join a Swan 57, Explorer, 
for a re-enactment of the first Whitbread Race; a British 
entrant had to be rescued by a Taiwanese fishing boat 
after being injured in a capsize and dismasting on Puffin.

That’s about all my news for now, so I look forward to 
seeing on the 28th, stay safe and well in the meantime.

Regards, Julian.
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News From The Friends

May 2023 Meeting
Sunday 28th May

 Explore the Port River
Departs from Mclaren Wharf by the lighthouse at 

11:00 am returning around 12:30 pm

Fare: $75

We will follow this with lunch at the British Hotel.

Please book with Neil (0418821331) or Julian 
(0414365294) by 21st May

South African Kirsten Neuschafer – the winner of the 2022 Golden Globe Race and the 
first woman to win a solo round the world yacht race. Credit: Katy Stickland
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Kirsten Neuschafer wins 2022 Golden 
Globe Race and makes history

Kirsten Neuschafer has become the first woman
to win a solo, round the world yacht race after 
winning the 2022 Golden Globe Race

Kirsten Neuschafer made it very clear from the start that she was 
aiming to win the 2022 Golden Globe Race. And now the South 
African skipper has achieved her goal, and made history in the 
process.

After just over 235 days at sea, the sailor crossed the finish line 
off Les Sables d’Olonne in France at 9pm CEST on 27 April 
2023 and became the first woman to win a solo, round the world 
yacht race.

After a painfully slow final few miles as she ghosted towards the 
finish, Neuschafer actually crossed the finish line around 10 
hours behind competitor, Simon Curwen, but a previous stop for 
repairs for the British sailor had already relegated him to the 
Chichester class (for those who make a single landfall).

Second-time Golden Globe Race competitor, Abhilash Tomy will
be the next boat across the finish line, lying some 100nm astern 
of Neuschafer. That these three will finish within the space of a 
couple of days after 235 days at sea speaks to the high level of 
competition between these front runners.

Tired but jubilant, the focussed 39-year-old, who throughout 
much of the race had no idea she was leading, celebrated a hard-
fought victory. Her Cape George 36 cutter, Minnehaha was then 
towed up the channel to the pontoon as thousands of people 
cheered and applauded her incredible achievement.

Among them were 2022 Golden Globe Race skippers Ian 
Herbert-Jones, who had just arrived from Cape Town, having 
been rescued from his dismasted boat just weeks before, and 
French sailor Damien Guillou, whose race ended after windvane 
steering failure on approach to Cape Town.

‘I feel very emotional and honoured,’ said Neuschafer after 
finishing the race. ‘I am never going to forget the welcome. I 
want to thank my fellow skippers as without them, there would 
have been no race. Simon was very difficult as he was always in 

front of me and I knew Abhilash was close, and this encouraged 
me to navigate as quickly as possible.’

1997 Vendée Globe veteran Catherine Chabaud, the first female 
sailor to race solo non stop around the world without assistance, 
and the winner of the 2018 Golden Globe Race, Jean-Luc van 
den Heede, were there to greet Neuschafer as she stepped off her 
boat after nearly 8 months at sea.

Her official finishing time was 233 days, 20 hours, 43 minutes 
and 47 seconds. This takes into account the 35 hour time 
compensation and 30 litre fuel allowance given to her following 
her role in the rescue of fellow race skipper, Tapio Lehtinen,

Neuschafer said she was driven to keep going, even in calms and 
the doldrums on the way up the Atlantic, where she regularly 
went swimming to deal with the frustration.

‘I never thought I would give up; there was no reason to think 
this as I had full confidence in the boat. I never doubted I would 
get to the finish line.’

Throughout the 2022 Golden Globe Race, Kirsten Neuschafer 
has fought to be at the front of the fleet, her ambition to win 
driving her more than many of the other entrants.

She deliberately chose a boat that she believed could win the race
and survive the Southern Ocean.

Speaking to Yachting Monthly from Prince Edward Island, where
she was refitting the boat, she said: ‘From the outset it wasn’t a 
question of taking any boat that was available and in my price 
range; it was to choose a boat that I believe can win and can 
survive the Southern Ocean, and then get that boat at any cost, no
matter how much work.’

Her choice of the Cape George 36 paid off. Minnehaha has the 
longest LWL in the fleet, and with a generous cutter rigged 806sq
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• Katy Stickland April 27, 2023 Yachting Monthly

No wind, meant it took hours for Kirsten Neuschafer to sail the 
Minnehaha over the finish line. Credit: Katy Stickland

Kirsten Neuschafer – the winner of the 2022 Golden Globe Race and 
the first woman to win a solo round the world yacht race. Credit: 
Katy Stickland

Catherine Chabaud, the first female sailor to race solo non stop 
around the world without assistance was there to greet Kirsten 
Neuschafter on. her arrival. Credit: Katy Stickland

https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/tag/southern-ocean
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/damien-guillou-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-89726
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/golden-globe-race-ian-herbert-jones-rescued-93613
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/golden-globe-race-ian-herbert-jones-rescued-93613
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/golden-globe-race-ian-herbert-jones-rescued-93613
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ft sail plan, the boat achieved slightly higher speeds than her 
counterparts.

As a result, she holds the 2022 Golden Globe Race records for 
the best 4 hour speed average (9.80 knots), best 24 hour distance 
(218.9nm) and best 7 day distance (1,216.2nm).

The boat’s performance was evident after her average start in the 
race, but she constantly pushed, choosing to hand steer the boat 
rather than just rely on her Hydrovane windvane steering to make
up for lost ground. Her disappointment coming 6th through the 
first race gate at Lanzarote was evident, but her motivation was 
stronger.

Having exited the Bay of Biscay in 10th place, she was soon 
climbing the leader board. Coming down the Atlantic, she chose 
a more coastal route to keep the island of Trinidade to port; a 
strategy to make the most of the current and receive weather 
information via her weather fax so she could identify the location
of the South Atlantic High.

She took the longer, southern route with a more comfortable 
point of sail to reach the race’s second gate at Cape Town; a 
strategy that paid off when she was second through the gate 
behind the then race leader Simon Curwen.

By this time, Curwen was extending his lead as he began 
crossing the Indian Ocean. Days after leaving Cape Town, 
Kirsten Neuschafer diverted from her race route to rescue fellow 
entrant Tapio Lehtinen, after his Gaia 36, Asteria sank around 
450 miles south east of South Africa.

At the time, Neuschafer was 105 miles from Lehtinen’s position; 
she hand steered through the night, posting speeds of 7 knots to 
reach him the following morning. Once safely onboard, they 
waited for the arrival of the Hong Kong-flagged bulk carrier 
Darya Gayatri, which would take Lehtinen to port.

Neuschafer was awarded a 35 hour time compensation and a 30 
litre fuel allowance by the Golden Globe Race organisers.

Back in race mode, she pushed hard across the Indian Ocean, 
gaining 500 miles on Curwen and arrived just 29.5 hours behind 
him in Hobart. She briefly took first place when passing through 
Tasmania but then became trapped in no wind zones around New
Zealand for several days.

This allowed Curwen to extend his lead by 900 miles; by this 
time, he was also sailing in a different weather system to 
Neuschafer and her nearest rival, Abhilash Tomy.

Neuschafer and Tomy swapped second and third place positions 
across the South Pacific, Neuschafer often frustrated by the 
calms, and her inability to find the better wind, which was often 
in the race’s Pacific exclusion zone.

She dived for 8 hours to remove the barnacles from the boat’s 
hull to improve her speed.

Curwen, who had a 1,200 mile lead, then reported the failure of 
his Hydrovane self-steering gear, which forced him to make a 
1,000 mile detour to Chile to make repairs; this also put him in 
the Chichester Class for entrants who make one stop.

This meant both Neuschafer and Tomy were back in the race for 
first place.
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Kirsten Neuschafer in the lead, in early March 2023. Credit: Kirsten 
Neuschafer/GGR 2022

Kirsten Neuschafer prepared Minnehaha on Prince Edward Island. 
Credit: Patricia Richard

Kirsten Neuschafer and Tapio Lehtinen share rum after the rescue of 
the Finnish skipper from his liferaft. Credit: Kirsten Nesuchafer/GGR
2022

Kirsten Neuschafer/ rounded Cape Horn on Day 164 of the race. 
Credit: Kirsten Neuschafer/GGR 2022

https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/golden-globe-race-windvane-failure-for-leader-simon-curwen-92425
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/golden-globe-race-windvane-failure-for-leader-simon-curwen-92425
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/abhilash-tomy-2022-golden-globe-race-skipper-85412
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/simon-curwen-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-80437
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/sailing-skills/how-when-and-why-to-cross-biscay-31858
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/sailing-skills/windvane-steering-makes-sense-coastal-cruising-66710
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After 150 days of racing, Neuchafer took the lead and was the 
first to round Cape Horn on 15 February 2023.

But her routing decision up the Atlantic allowed Tomy to make 
gains in his Rustler 36, Bayanat, despite battling problems with 
his Wind Pilot windvane steering, his rig, rigging, and having to 
hand-stitch his mainsail after it ripped in two.

Unlike Tomy, who stayed close to the rhumb line, Kirsten 
Neuschafer, who was sailing more conservatively due to a bend 
in Minehaha’s bowsprit, decided to take a more easterly route.

At the time she said: ‘I read up in Ocean Passages for the World 
what is the best route for this time of year and the route is to pass
80 miles south of the Falklands and make for a point to the east 
of 35°S and 30°W at this time of year, and this is what I’ve been 
doing. I don’t know if it was a good idea to follow the 
suggestions or not.’

Doubting her easterly route, she took a more northerly route; it 
was a decision which would prove incredibly frustrating for 
Kirsten Neuschafer, who sailed through more light winds than 
any other 2022 Golden Globe Race sailor while sailing up the 
Atlantic, and meant she crossed a very wide doldrums.

This allowed both Tomy and Curwen to make gains on her 
position before Curwen in his Biscay 36, Clara, took the lead and
become the first of the 2022 Golden Globe Race fleet to cross the
finish line.

Positions of the Golden Globe Race 2022 skippers on 27 April
2022 at 2100 CEST (UTC +2)

Kirsten Neuschafer, (South Africa), Cape George 36 cutter, 
Minnehaha – FINISHED 1st
Abhilash Tomy, (India), Rustler 36, Bayanat – 100nm to the 
finish
Michael Guggenberger, (Austria), Biscay 36, Nuri – 1800nm to 
the finish

Chichester Class:

Simon Curwen, (UK), Biscay 36, Clara – FINISHED 1st 
(Chichester Class)
Jeremy Bagshaw, (South Africa), OE32, Olleanna – 2600nm to 
the finish

Retired:

Edward Walentynowicz, (Canada), Rustler 36, Noah’s Jest
Guy deBoer, (USA), Tashiba 36, Spirit
Mark Sinclair (Australia), Lello 34, Coconut
Pat Lawless, (Ireland), Saltram Saga 36, Green Rebel

Damien Guillou, (France), Rustler 36, PRB
Ertan Beskardes, (UK), Rustler 36, Lazy Otter
Tapio Lehtinen, (Finland), Gaia 36, Asteria
Arnaud Gaist, (France), Barbican 33 Mk 2, Hermes Phoning
Elliot Smith,  (USA), Gale Force 34, Second Wind
Guy Waites (UK), Tradewind 35, Sagarmatha
Ian Herbert-Jones (UK), Tradewind 35, Puffin

https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/kirsten-
neuschafer-wins-2022-golden-globe-race-and-makes-history-93838?
fbclid=IwAR3mGPqy-3WNpJiVZW7EJk1QtTysTlh-
SENpD66uFFX_ieehCd3q9kqZuvQ

Indian sailor Abhilash Tomy completes 
prestigious Golden Globe Race

Commander Abhilash Tomy finished second in the 
Golden Globe Race, a solo around-the-world sailing 
race

April 29, 2023 12:41 pm | Updated 01:25 pm IST - Thiruvananthapuram

He finished second in the race, a solo around-the-world sailing 
race, which started on September 4, 2022 from Les Sables-
d’Olonne in France.

“#GGR2022 2nd Arrival Abhilash Tomy (43) / India / Rustler 36 
- “BAYANAT”, finished his 2nd solo around the world,” says the 
announcement made on the official page of the race.

Commander Tomy — five years after suffering a severe back 
injury in a life-threatening accident in the same event — finished 
second in the race after South African sailor Kirsten Neuschafer 
in Les Sables d’Olonne, France.

The retired Naval Commander, who is also a recipient of the 
Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award, had on March 22, 
2022, declared his participation in the Golden Globe Race 2022, 
one of the most dangerous and craziest of endeavours. “I will be 
taking part in the Golden Globe Race 2022 on the Bayanat. It is a
big thing for me and here is why. On 18 Sep 2018, I was racing 
in the South Indian Ocean when we were caught in an unusual 
storm that claimed two of the three boats in its way. Mine was 
one of them,” Tomy had said in a tweet. The GGR began on 
September 4, 2022.  

https://www.thehindu.com/sport/other-sports/abhilash-tomy-completes-prestigious-
golden-globe-race/article66792343.ece
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Kirsten Neuschafer took a more easterly route up the Atlantic. Credit:
Kirsten Neuschäfer/GGR2022

Former naval officer Abhilash Tomy finished second in the Golden Globe
Race. | Photo Credit: Twitter/@ggr2022

https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/ian-herbert-jones-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-80391
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/guy-waites-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-79891
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/elliott-smith-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-79870
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/arnaud-gaist-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-85119
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/tapio-lehtinen-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-86761
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/ertan-beskardes-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-80347
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/damien-guillou-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-89726
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/pat-lawless-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-81070
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/mark-sinclair-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-79955
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/guy-deboer-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-88945
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/edward-walentynowicz-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-86982
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/jeremy-bagshaw-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-85122
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/simon-curwen-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-80437
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/michael-guggenberger-golden-globe-race-2022-skipper-85565
https://www.yachtingmonthly.com/boat-events/golden-globe-race/abhilash-tomy-2022-golden-globe-race-skipper-85412
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Port Pirie Regional Council floats 
‘sinking fund’ to mitigate boat risk
A council has introduced a “unique” fee to mitigate the clean-up of 
sunken boats, sparked by one wreck which has remained on the ocean 
floor near a foreshore for almost a year.
Isaac Selby March 27, 2023 – 5:30AM  The Messenger

A regional council has developed a “unique” tax after struggling 
to recover a sunken boat located off a city’s popular foreshore.

Port Pirie Regional Council has negotiated with local fishermen 
to find a realistic financial plan to ensure they’re covered in the 
event of further boat sinking incidents at Fisherman’s Jetty.

The council has proposed a “sinking fund” where existing boat 
owners moored at the jetty that can’t afford insurance can pay an 
annual $800 fee to keep their boat there.

This includes a base rate of $350 for the council’s fees and 
charges register and a non-refundable fee of $450, to be held by 
council and used to subsidise potential future recovery of any 
uninsured boats.

Port Pirie Mayor Leon Stephens said it took “several months” for
anyone to inform the council that a boat located behind the city’s 
Viterra silos, adjacent to Fisherman’s Jetty, had even sunk.

“The boat’s been there for several months, when it first sunk no 
one told us about it,” Mr Stephens said.

“At first there was a fair bit of argy bargy about who’s 
responsibility the boat was.

“We had to chase down who owned the boat, which took a 
considerable time (and) we’ve had a few attempts at getting it up 
but it keeps breaking apart.

“We love these beautiful old boats, but we’ve got an ageing asset 
on our hands.”

Mr Stephens said Fisherman’s Jetty “probably isn’t up to a good 
enough standard” and he would like to see it replaced with a 
floating pontoon.

“We have to take precautions to make sure community is 
protected from excessive spending,” he said.

“I’m aware of any other moorings that have a sinking fund so I 
guess it could be a unique situation.

“At the end of the day if we have old uninsured boats that could 
sink then ratepayers shouldn’t be responsible.”

Due to high levels of lead and cadmium produced by the Nystar’s
Port Pirie lead smelter, several restrictions on fishing practices 
have been implemented in surrounding waters.

In September 2022, some of Pirie’s fishing restrictions were 
lifted, allowing the return of recreational fishing in selected 
zones surrounding the city.

Remaining restrictions include bans on fishing mussels, crabs 
and razorfish in zoned areas due to the risk of lead 
contamination.
The cost of recovering the sunken ship is estimated at $5000.

 https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/upper-spencer-gulf/port-
pirie-regional-council-floats-sinking-fund-to-mitigate-boat-risk/news-
story/5a9a5a936d5687a87e7834f5644d2331
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The sunken vessel has remained underwater for several months despite 
Port Pirie Regional Council’s efforts to bring it to the surface. Picture: 
Isaac Selby

Port Pirie Regional council will reserve the right to decline applications 
from uninsured boats in future. Picture: Isaac Selby

The jetty is located behind the Viterra grain silos located along Pirie's 
foreshore. Picture: Isaac Selby

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/messenger/upper-spencer-gulf/port-pirie-toddlers-record-high-blood-lead-levels-but-gradual-decline-in-other-age-groups/news-story/e0cdcadf54420e01e1986fbd26b265aa
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Not Just Mining: Indonesia to Build 
Downstream Marine Industry
Jayanty Nada Shofa
 March 22, 2023 | 7:59 am

Jakarta. Indonesia has plans to expand its downstream industry 
policy, in which it focuses on processing its raw materials for 
higher added value, into the marine sector.

Indonesia has set a goal to become a global maritime superpower
by its centennial in 2045. The world’s largest archipelagic 
country is working towards that goal, among others, by 
developing the downstream marine industry.

According to Chief Investment Minister Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan,
despite the immense marine wealth, Indonesia’s blue economy 
potential remains largely untapped.

The so-called blue economy today is still not contributing as 
much to the national gross domestic product (GDP). The 
maritime economy only contributed approximately 7.6 percent to
the national GDP in 2021. The sector's GDP only grew by 2.04 
percent in 2021, far below the national GDP growth of 3.69 
percent, data shows.

According to the ministry’s data, the development of the marine 
processing industry stands at 4.13 percent. The figures only reach
0.74 percent for the ship manufacturing and maintenance 
industry.

“The development of our marine industry and also the 
downstream within the marine sector have only reached 4 
percent. There are still so many things that we can work on if we 
want, but let’s walk the talk. Do not just criticize things. We need
to come up with innovations,” Luhut told a recent maritime 
forum in Jakarta.

A high-potential marine resource for the downstream industry 
policy is seaweed. Indonesia can try processing seaweed into 
cosmetics, pharmaceutical, and food products, among others. The
country can also export seaweed as animal feed.

“We are the world’s largest archipelagic country. Water makes up
over 70 percent of our territories. There are so many things we 
can do here. But we have not built the downstream industry for 
seaweed,” Luhut said.

“We want to become the center of the global epicenter for 
maritime civilization. This is not just a dream, but we must be 
able to do it. We are a rich country!” Luhut added.

According to the Fisheries Ministry, Indonesia is the world’s 
largest tropical seaweed producer with productions amounting to 
9.6 million tons a year. From Jan-Sep 2022, Indonesia exported 
180,600 tons of seaweed worth $455.7 million, with exports 
mainly going to China. About 93.2 percent of the exports were 
dried seaweed.

Downstreaming is still far from visible in the marine sector. 
However, the downstream industry policy within the mining 
sector has begun to take shape. Indonesia in 2020 banned exports
of unprocessed nickel ores. Government data shows the nickel 
downstream exports stood at $33.8 billion in 2022, of which 
$14.3 billion were iron and steel exports.

https://jakartaglobe.id/business/not-just-mining-indonesia-to-build-
downstream-marine-industry
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A farmer shows wet and dried seaweed in Southeast Sulawesi on March 
19, 2023. (Antara Photo/Jojon)
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Collection
Blue water war : the maritime struggle in the Mediterranean 
and Middle East, 1940-1945 / Brian E. Walter.  Havertown : 
Casemate, 2022.

County class cruisers / text by Les Brown ; colour artwork 
by Eric Leon ; plans by A.D. Baker.  Barnsley : Seaforth, 
2011.

Dazzle, disruption and concealment: the science, psychology 
and art of ship camouflage / Williams, David L. 
Cheltenham : The History Press, 2022.

Englishmen at sea: labor and the nation at the dawn of 
empire, 1570-1630 / Hubbard, Eleanor New Haven : Yale 
University Press, 2021.

Ideologies of Western naval power, c. 1500-1815 / Davies, J. 
D. London : Routledge, 2021.

John Lenthall: The Life of a Naval Constructor / Kinnaman, 
Stephen Chapin Wilmington : Vernon Press, 2022.

The ocean class of the Second World War / Malcolm Cooper. 
Barnsley : Seaforth, 2022.

Running the gauntlet : cargo liners under fire 1939-1945 / 
Edwards, Bernard, 1926- Yorkshire : Pen & Sword Maritime, 
2022.

Tsushima / Rotem Kowner Oxford : Oxford University 
Press, 2022.

Why the U.S.S. Thresher (SSN 593) was lost / Bruce Rule 
Ann Arbor : Nimble Books, 2017.

Richard Moriarty
Senior Collection Development Librarian
State Library of South Australia
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