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The History of The Submarine
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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

July 2023

Regards, Julian.Winter has 
arrived at last, so rug up, 
everybody, and just think 
that every day, Summer is 
a little bit closer! 

In late May eight Friends 
embarked on a fairly new 
vessel on the Port River for 
a cruise down the river to 
view the Ships’ Graveyard 
in the North Arm. 

It was a pleasant hour and a half, well conducted by our 
skipper, unfortunately the tide was not too low, so we could 
not see much of the wrecks there.

However, it was very interesting, but the promised dolphins 
failed to keep the appointment, all we saw was one lonely 
shag!  We followed this little voyage with a tasty lunch at 
the British.

Meanwhile Mark Sinclair has taken leave from Coconut, 
and has joined Explorer, the Swan 57 he will be sailing as 
skipper in the 2023 Ocean Globe Race; the yacht has 
been sailed from Holland down to Les Sables d’Orlonne in 
France, prior to moving up to Southampton in time for the 
start on September 10th.

Our next gathering will once again be at the British Hotel, 
Port Adelaide, on Tuesday July 25th.  Neil has procured a 
DVD which should be interesting on the History of the 
Submarine, so do hope you will come and join us for 
pleasant evening and good fare, see you there.

The State Funeral for our Patron,  Sir James Hardy, was 
held on Friday, June 30th at St Peter’s College, it was of 
course well attended, and so we farewelled a great wine 
man and brilliant sailor, RIP.

That’s all for now, see you on the 25th.

Julian

Sir James Hardy
 20th November 1932 - 14th June 2023

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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SeaLink secures three 10 year 
marine services mining contracts

Following a competitive tender process, Adelaide-based 
company SeaLink will continue to provide ferry 
connections to the Curtis Island QCLNG, GLNG and 
APLNG projects on behalf of Shell, Santos and 
ConocoPhillips under new 10-year marine services 
contracts.

SeaLink Marine and Tourism Chief Operating Officer 
Donna Gauci said retaining contracts was the greatest 
compliment to the company and a credit to their expert 
team.

“We’re proud to continue our partnerships with Shell, 
Santos and ConocoPhillips, and look forward to working 
with each of the companies to provide a brilliant customer 
service,” said Gauci.

SeaLink moves almost half a million passengers to Curtis 
Island each year and performs over 3,500 semi-trailer and 
rigid-body truck trips.

“SeaLink currently has six new vessels under construction 
for marine service around Australia, working with clients to 
customise marine transport solutions for enhanced 
passenger comfort, logistical efficiency and environmental 
sustainability,” Gauci said.

– Elisabeth Marie

https://indaily.com.au/news/business/2023/05/22/briefcase-
business-snippets-from-around-south-australia-36

Australia Convicts Ship Operator, 
Master After Pilot Ladder Fall 
Injury

https://gcaptain.com/australia-convicts-ship-operator-master-

after-pilot-ladder-fall-injury/ Mike Schuler June 1, 2023

A Magistrates Court in Perth, Australia has convicted the 
Master and operator of a Cyprus-flagged cargo ship 
following an accident involving a substandard pilot ladder.

The case was presented by Australia’s maritime safety 
regulator, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA).

AAL Dampier Navigation Co Ltd, the company behind the 
ship, AAL Dampier, and the ship’s Master were found 
guilty of breaching safety regulations that led to the 
accident in August 2022.

The incident occurred as the AAL Dampier was departing 
the Port of Fremantle on August 24, 2022. A marine pilot, 
while in the process disembarking the vessel, was injured 
after falling from a faulty pilot ladder. The ropes snapped, 
causing him to fall about 7 meters onto the deck of the pilot
boat.

The pilot was taken to the hospital with serious injuries.

Following the accident, AMSA officials and investigators 
boarded the ship for inspection. They discovered and 
seized a segment of the ropes, which upon examination, 
were found to be seriously defective and clearly unfit for 
purpose. The neglect of proper storage and ineffectual 
inspection routines were identified as the probable cause 
of the poor state of the rope.

AAL Dampier Navigation acknowledged its failure to 
adhere to Marine Order 21 (Safety and Emergency 
Arrangements) 2016. The company pled guilty to not 
having complied with regulations for pilot transfer 
procedures. The court ordered the company to pay a fine 
of $30,500.

The vessel’s Master faced charges for not ensuring a safe 
disembarkation process for the pilot, as mandated by 
Marine Order 21 (Safety and Emergency Arrangements) 
2016. Additionally, he was held accountable under the 
Navigation Act 2012 for taking an unfit vessel to sea. He 
pled guilty to both counts and was imposed a cumulative 
fine of $5,500.

Michael Drake, AMSA Executive Director of Operations, 
said he was pleased with the verdict and emphasized the 
importance of safety measures in the high-risk job of 
marine pilots.

“AMSA is a strict but just regulator. We will not waver in our
commitment to avert risks to human life, be it a pilot or a 
mariner,” said Drake.

The conviction serves as a stark reminder to all vessels 
and seafarers of their duty to uphold maritime safety 
standards.
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Sir James Hardy, Champion 
Yachtsman And Wine Boss, Dies 
Aged 90

abc.net.au/news/sir- james-hardy-dies-aged-90

South Australia's champion yachtsman and wine boss Sir 
James Hardy has died aged 90.

Widely known as "Gentleman Jim", Sir James was an 
Olympic sailor before becoming part of the first team to 
wrest the America's Cup from the United States.

He lived an adventurous life but it wasn't all plain sailing —
at the age of six, his father died in a plane crash.

"Sadly through poor navigation they overshot Essendon 
and crashed in fog into the Dandenong Ranges," Sir 
James recalled in an interview.

He joined the family wine company in 1953, but 
spent much of his time out at sea, winning national and 
international yachting titles.

Despite two Olympics and becoming a world champion, his
ultimate ambition remained victory in the America's Cup.

After three failed attempts, Sir James finally tasted 
success in 1983 as back-up skipper for Australia II.

In 2003, the family wine business Hardy's was taken over 
and became part of the Accolade stable of wines.

"Now we'll be able to go through the door and make 
arrangements and hopefully lead an Australian push into 
countries like Germany," he said in 2003.

Sir James was knighted in 1981 for services to yachting.

South Australian Premier Peter Malinauskas said Sir 
James made a "significant contribution" to the state and 
nation through philanthropy, his work in the wine industry 
and yachting.

"He was a business leader, Olympian and famously led the
charge for Australia in three America’s Cup campaigns."

Australian Olympic Committee President Ian Chesterman 
said Sir James was a "giant" of sailing.

"James Hardy made an impact in many areas during his 
life, and he will be very sadly missed by the sailing 
community and the broader Australian sports community," 
he said.

Australian Sailing president Alistair Murray said Sir 
James's contribution to sailing "cannot be understated".

"He was beloved by everyone he met and could not have 
given more of himself to driving the success of sailing in 
Australia," he said.

"Personally, he was my hero, and I was proud to call him 
my friend.

"On behalf of Australian Sailing, I would like to share our 
sadness at the news and pass our condolences to his 
family and the many sailing friends he made along the 
way."

Former premier Steven Marshall said Sir James was a 
"fabulous" South Australian and a "wonderful winemaker, 
businessman, yachtsman".

Australian Sailing said Sir James is survived by his wife 
Joan, brother David, sister Pamela and sons David and 
Richard.

BARQUE EUROPA TOPPLES 
OVER IN CAPE TOWN

https://shipsmonthly.com/news/16043/ 2nd June 2023

On 20 May 2023, after an overhaul on the syncrolift in the 
maintenance facility in the Port of Cape Town, the 112-
year-old barque Europa ‘lost her balance’ as she was 
being pushed back into the water.
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Tributes have flowed for Sir James Hardy.(Supplied: 
AAP/Australian Sailing)

Sir James Hardy was back-up skipper for Australia II in 1983.
(Australian Olympic Committee)
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The incident bears some similarity to a March 2023 
incident in which Paul Allen’s former research vessel Petrel
toppled over in dry dock, presumably due to heavy winds.

An official statement from the management company 
stated that the incident occurred as the maintenance crew 
was trying to put Europa into water.

Twenty-six crew members and two contractors were 
onboard when the ship toppled over, but only one sailor 
was injured. An investigation will determine the exact 
causes of the incident and the exact extent of damages, 
which remains unknown for the time being.

Europa was built as Senator Brockes in 1911 as a lightship
for service on the river Elbe in Germany.

In 1986 she ended up in the Netherlands, where she 
underwent a complete interior and exterior transformation, 
becoming a barque, an old, three-masted sailing ship used
for cargo.

Today, Europa is one of the few remaining barques still 
being used for sail training. With a capacity for 48 trainees 
and 16 crew, Europa has a galley and common areas.

Photo by Louis Vosloo

USS CANBERRA SET TO BE 
NAMED IN AUSTRALIA
6th June 2023

In July 2023 The United States Navy will be 
commissioning a vessel, USS Canberra, in an allied 
country for the first time.

The ship is an Independence-variant littoral combat ship, 
and once commissioned will serve as USS Canberra (LCS 
30), with its homeport in Naval Base San Diego, California,
USA.

The USS Canberra is named after the previous USS 
Canberra (CA-7/CAG-2) and the capital of Australia, 
Canberra. The ship was laid down on 10 March 2020, and 
launched on 30 March 2021.

The ship will be commissioned at the Royal Australian 
Navy Fleet Base East, in Sydney on 22 July 2023.

She is the second ship in the history of the US Navy to be 
named Canberra, the first being a Baltimore class heavy 
cruiser (CA-7/CAG-2) which was renamed from USS 
Pittsburgh in 1942, per the order of wartime President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to honour the courage of HMAS 

Canberra, a heavy cruiser in the Royal Australian Navy in 
the Battle of Savo during the Second World War.

Vice Admiral Mark Hammond, Australian Chief of Navy 
called it a demonstration of “respect by the U.S. for the 
Officers and Sailors of the Royal Australian Navy” and an 
opportunity to reflect on “a friendship forged while fighting 
side-by-side”, referring to their close military alliance during
the Second World War, fighting in Europe and the Pacific 
against the Axis powers, which lasts to this day.

The Independence-variant Littoral Combat Ship is a “fast, 
manoeuvrable and networked surface combatant”, which 
“provides the warfighting capabilities and operational 
flexibility to accomplish multiple, critical missions including 
mine warfare, anti-submarine warfare and surface warfare 
with inherent capabilities that also support missions such 
as special operations and maritime interdiction.”

The ship has begun its transit soon and will make its way 
through the Indo-Pacific, visiting countries in the region, 
before its final stop in Sydney.

https://shipsmonthly.com/news/uss-canberra-set-to-be-
named-in-australia/
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South Australian Maritime Museum’s "Archie Badenoch" at its Port 
Adelaide berth.

The "Falie" high and dry at a North Arm Ship yard.    This vessel is in 
poor condition.
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Richardson Devine Marine 
Constructions will build seven ferries for
Transport NSW

A Tasmanian shipyard will build an impressive 
fleet of ferries bound for New South Wales.

Judy Augustine June 27, 2023 

https://www.themercury.com.au/news/tasmania/richardson-

devine-marine-constructions-will-build-seven-ferries-for-transport-

nsw/news-story/d6014f120d97b88420a93f2d9d366881

The Tasmanian shipbuilder known for building the Bruny 
ferries and the Mona ferries has been awarded a 
multimillion-dollar contract for a fleet of passenger ferries 
in Sydney.

Richardson Devine Marine Constructions (RDMC) will 
build the seven Parramatta Ferries to replace the Rivercat 
ferries.

“These are 24m passenger ferries, they’re predominantly 
going to run from between Circular Quay to the Parramatta
River, it’s the upper reaches of Sydney Harbour,” RDMC 
sales and marketing manager Roger Janes said.

“It’s the biggest contract we’ve ever done … It’s in the 
region of $35m … This is a great boost for RDMC and for 
our 50 or so workers.

“We also support a few subcontractors and suppliers, this 
is a huge benefit to the economy.”

Mr Janes said the shipyard had built plenty of passenger 
ferries, including eight ferries for Tanzania.

“90-95 per cent of the boats we build are passenger 
ferries,” he said.

“We’ve got ferries operating in Tasmania, we’ve sent 
ferries all around the world, we’ve just finished our 80th 
vessel.

“We’ve built one other boat for the Australian government, 
that was about ten years ago, we haven’t been awarded 
any other government contracts.”

The new ferries will have capacity for 200 people and will 
be designed to use 40 per cent less diesel than the 
outgoing vessels.

“There was a preference to build these boats in New South
Wales, but there wasn’t a yard with suitable capabilities,” 
Mr Janes said.

“With Transport New South Wales, we’ve had a lot of 
connection and interrogation about our ability, that’s given 
them comfort.”

Mr Janes hoped the contract would give the other 
governments confidence in RDMC.

“This would reinforce their knowledge of our existence and 
our capability,” he said.

NSW Transport Minister Jo Haylen said the old ferries had 
been on the water for 30 years.

“It’s exciting to be supporting Australian manufacturing, 
with ferries that are ready for a net-zero future,” Ms Haylen
said.
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Fisheries Research Vessel, North Arm Fisherman's Wharf.

The remains of the Santiago in the North Arm.   It is rapidly 
deteriorating.

An artist's impression of the newly-designed Parramatta Class ferries, 
which will be built in Hobart from July.

Fishing Boats in the North Arm Fishermans Wharf.

https://www.themercury.com.au/journalists/judy-augustine
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Spanish Archaeologists Plan Rescue Of 
2,500-Year-Old Phoenician Shipwreck

Reuters July 2, 2023 https://gcaptain.com/spanish-archaeologists-
plan-rescue-of-2500-year-old-phoenician-shipwreck
MADRID, (Reuters) – A group of Spanish archaeologists 
have made detailed diagrams of a 2,500-year-old 
Phoenician shipwreck to help work out how best to recover
it from the sea before a storm destroys it forever.

The eight-meter-long Mazarron II, named after the 
municipality in the southeastern Spanish region of Murcia 
where it was found off the coast, is a unique piece of 
ancient maritime engineering.

Nine technicians from the University of Valencia underwent
560 hours of scuba diving over more than two weeks in 
June to record all the cracks and fissures in the ship, which
lies 60 meters (66 yards) from the Mazarron’s Playa de la 
Isla.

Later this year, the experts will recommend how to protect 
and retrieve the wreck, possibly as early as next summer.

It could be extracted piece by piece using the existing 
cracks and reassembled out of the water like a puzzle, 
said archaeologist Carlos de Juan from the University of 
Valencia-Institute of Nautical Archaeology, who 
coordinated the project.

“It is more reasonable to rescue the ship, treat it and 
exhibit it in a museum for people to enjoy it, rather than 
worrying every time a big storm arrives,” he told Reuters.

The Phoenicians, from coastal areas of present-day 
Lebanon and Syria, established colonies and trading posts
throughout the Mediterranean from 1,500 BC to 300 BC. 

Historians have used the Mazarron II, probably made 
around 580 BC, to document how they shipped metals 
such as lead from the Iberian Peninsula.

After it sank, it remained buried in sediment for more than 
two millennia until changes in sea currents due to 
construction on the shore unearthed it almost 30 years 
ago.

It now lies under about 1.7 meters (5.6 ft) of crystal-clear 
Mediterranean water, surrounded by sandbags and a 
metal structure built for protection. The structure is sinking 
into the sand at a faster pace than the wreck and 
threatened to crush it, so has had to be partially removed.

(Reporting by Emma Pinedo, editing by Inti Landauro and 
Philippa Fletcher)

(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2023.

Page 6

Our Website, https:/www.fpmml.org.au,has 
been refreshed.
The content is much the same as before, but the layout 
has changed slightly.

One change has been to give open access to previous 
editions of the Traverse Board from the Newsletters - the 
Traverse Board page.    All editions back to March 2009 are 
available, and record our navigation through the past 24 
years.

https://news.fpmml.org.au/traverse_board.php will get you 
there directly.

Divers from Valencia University map and assess the state of a 2,500-
year-old Phoenician vessel that is submerged 60 meters from the beach 
of Mazarron, Spain, June 20, 2023. Jose A Moya/Regional Government 
of Murcia/Handout via REUTERS

A long way from Port Adelaide where she was built: The Capt. Matthew 
Flinders in Toronto Harbour 2010


	SeaLink secures three 10 year marine services mining contracts
	Sir James Hardy, champion yachtsman and wine boss, dies aged 90
	BARQUE EUROPA TOPPLES OVER IN CAPE TOWN
	https://shipsmonthly.com/news/16043/ 2nd June 2023
	USS CANBERRA SET TO BE NAMED IN AUSTRALIA
	6th June 2023

	Richardson Devine Marine Constructions will build seven ferries for Transport NSW
	Spanish Archaeologists Plan Rescue Of 2,500-Year-Old Phoenician Shipwreck

