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Presidents Report November 2023

Greetings to you all, and it appears 
that Summer is finally getting 
established here, good to feel 
warm again, but not so good 
where the bushfires are 
happening.

I have just been checking on 
progress in the Ocean 
GlobeYacht Race, and today, 
Sunday will see the fleet start 
from Capetown, most of them 
anyway.

Mark Sinclair and Explorer have just finished, Saturday, 
and Godspeed will get in later in the week, so those boats 
will have to do a quick turn-around before setting off again; 
another yacht will get away in a day or two after 
unexpected repairs are completed.

Neil brought back a super DVD from Canada recently 
which we enjoyed at our last meeting, showing the 
wonderful scenery around Lake Moskoka, Ontario, and the 
few remaining vessels doing cruises around those waters, 
quite a history there.

And how about the airport without a runway?  Well, there is 
a runway, but it is on the lake, for float-planes!

By now you should all have your invitation and menu to our 
dinner to be held at the Royal Oak, Clarendon, on 
November 28th.  The menu is to enable us to choose what 
to eat ahead of time, just to help the good people at the 
Hotel, so you can order your dinner when you RSVP with 
Neil or myself.  It's a pretty good menu, I'm going for the 
garlic prawns and Cointreau Strawbs, see how easy it is?  
Hope to see lots of you there, it' a lovely old pub.

All the sailing clubs have had their opening days, so the 
yachting season is well and truly on.  RSAYS enjoyed a 
perfect day yesterday, with the One & All in attendance, as 
did the CYCSA a week earlier.  I see that the Navy has two 
vessels moored at Outer Harbour just now, a Destroyer 
and a Submarine, as part of a RAN career promotion.

That's all from me, I look forward to seeing you at the 
Royal Oak on the 28th.

Regards, Julian.

Nobbys Head (Whibayganba) and its lighthouse mark the entrance to the 
Hunter River in Newcastle, NSW.  It sees a large number of bulk carriers 
servicing the coal industry pass every year.

It was originally an island but firstly the Macquarie Pier and later a 
breakwater caused the sand build-up which now links the island to the 
mainland.

Newcastle is the largest coal port in the world and sees a great deal of 
shipping.

Cape Commodore Canadian Coast Guard vessel, Tobermory, Ontario

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Seafarer happiness levels are mostly stable, 
latest Happiness Indicator shows

Seafarers are becoming less happy in some areas of their 
working lives but are largely neither more happy nor less 
happy, according to data in the the latest Q3 data from the 
Seafarers Happiness Index. The Index is compiled by the 
Mission to Seafarers.

Happiness levels fell most from Q2 2023 to Q3 2023 in relation 
to wages and workload, with smaller falls recorded in relation 
to connectivity, and welfare.

Seafarer happiness increased in relation to shore leave.

In other areas – general happiness, food, health, training and 
interaction largely did not fall or rise significantly.

The Mission emphasised that seafarer happiness had fallen – 
down from 6.77 in Q2 2023 to 6.6 in Q3 2023.

However, on a long term view, the peak of seafarer happiness 
occurred in Q4 2022 when it stood at about 7.7 points, having 
risen from about 7.3 points in Q3 2022.

The Mission noted that life at sea holds an allure for many 
seafarers, noting that some seafarers see it as a chance to 
explore the world and to earn pay. Others view seafaring as a 
“rewarding adventure”. However, extended periods away can 
lead to homesickness and isolation. Happiness falls owing to 
overwork, stress and outdated conditions.

Dissatisfaction, the Mission noted, frequently stems from 
demanding workloads performing physically strenuous tasks. 
Restricted access to connectivity and limited onboard leisure 
time can breed boredom and loneliness while mixed nationality 
crews can lead to harassment, discrimination and an 
uncomfortable social environment.

Connecting with loved ones helps alleviate these challenges 
and relieves stress, however, seafarer are often forced to ration 
communication because of limited data, poor signals and cost 
constraints.

“Truly supporting seafarers requires facilitating regular, high-
quality, contact. Companies that boost airtime allowances 

understand that crews have emotional lives beyond 
productivity. Ports must also provide fast, free, wi-fi, focusing 
on seafarer needs,” the Mission noted.

However, connectivity has its downside too as it facilitates 
micromanagement from ashore.

“Starlink [a low Earth orbit broadband satellite internet] has 
been great for recreation, but meetings with the office have 
massively added to work and stress,” said one respondent.

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/seafarer-happiness-levels-are-
mostly-stable-latest-happiness-indicator-shows/  3rd November 2023

Scrapping EU liner exemption will 
backfire on shippers, analysts warn
By Shipping Australia

The European legal regime that boosts competition in shipping, 
increases the frequency of liner shipping, increases the 
connectivity of port pairs and reduces freight rates will be 
allowed to die.

The legal instrument goes by the snappy name of the 
“Consortia Block Exemption Regulation,” and it will be allowed 
to lapse in April 2024.

Analysts are impressed and enthusiastic about this 
stunning and brave decision

“The new rules will reduce competition between carriers, 
reduce the number of services calling at smaller ports, and 
probably raise freight rates, as a result,” warned Philip Damas, 
Head of Supply Chain Advisors, at the internationally-regarded 
and wholly-independent shipping analyst, Drewry Shipping 
Consultants.

Mr Damas was backed up by his colleague, Simon Heaney, a 
senior manager of container research at Drewry. “This 
development is likely to backfire on shippers… the logical 
conclusion is that each carrier will have to downsize their 
service portfolios in terms of frequency and connectivity. That 
would reduce, not increase, competition on a port-pair basis 
and push up freight rates”.

Drewry is not alone in its reaction.

Detrimental for shippers

Mike Wackett, a well-known chartered shipbroker, shipping 
consultant and former director of a short-sea liner shipping 
company, warned that the new move could be detrimental for 
shippers and that it could result in more merger and 
acquisitions, and consolidation.

Joining in the chorus of condemnation was Adam K. 
Prokopowicz, an independent consultant, economist and 
lawyer, who argued that there is too much prohibition and 
regulation on maritime transportation and the new move 
“doesn’t help this industry”.

Also chipping in was Hercules Haralambides, distinguished 
Professor of Maritime Economics and Logistics at the Erasmus 
University of Rotterdam – and who also holds / has held similar 
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positions at Dalian Maritime University, the University of Paris, 
the Texas A&M University, Singapore Management University, 
the National University of Singapore, the World Maritime 
University … and more universities besides… not to mention 
he was an advisor / staff member / consultant to a slew of 
foundations, policy advisory bodies, ports, governments and 
supra-national institutions.

He has written and published well over 300 scientific papers, 
books, reports and articles on the area of ports, maritime 
transport, and logistics. It’s fair to surmise that he knows a 
thing or two about the economic impact of shipping-related 
rules and policies.

They do not learn from their mistakes; they are about to 
make an even bigger mistake

Professor Haralambides had this to say:

“In 2005, we had warned the European Commission… that the 
prohibition of conferences from European trades was a big 
mistake. Its consequences, we had claimed, would be stronger 
and fewer alliances, i.e., more concentration and opportunities 
for its abuse. They did not listen. Dressed to kill, hand-in-glove 
with shippers… they [forbid] liner conferences and we have all 
seen the results of this, which are exactly as we predicted in 
2005.

“But the Commission, it seems, does not learn from its 
mistakes and is bound to make an even bigger mistake which 
will lead to mergers, acquisitions and hostile takeovers. In the 
end, the shipper will pay again through fewer services and 
heightened unreliability.

“Following the prohibition of conferences, the [Consortia Block 
Exemption] Regulation was affording carriers some ‘self-
regulatory’ discretion because, in industries such as liner 
shipping, outright competition on marginal cost becomes 
destructive”.

Strong words.

Who has done this foolish thing, and why?

And who has done this foolish thing that will reduce 
competition? It was the, er, EU Directorate General of 
Competition.

And why have they done foolish thing? It was an attempt to, er, 
boost competition.

Quick! Somebody call the producers of the TV show Utopia!

Explain like we’re five: what’s it all about?

European Union competition law (like competition laws in 
different countries around the world) basically follows a two-
stage process. Firstly, it bans anti-competitive agreements and 
behaviour. But, recognising that some types of behaviour are 
beneficial to society, allows certain types of agreements and 
behaviour that would otherwise be banned.

For a long time, the European Commission created and 
maintained a specific legal permission – the Consortia Block 
Exemption Regulation – that allows container shipping 

companies to agree to, and engage in, collaborative behaviour 
that would have otherwise been banned. This included all 
agreements and behaviour related to the joint operation of a 
maritime transport service including the joint operation of liner 
services, the co-ordination of sailing timetables, slot charters / 
exchanges / sales, pooling of vessels, joint operations offices 
and more.

The exemption specifically continued to prohibit the fixing of 
prices, the limitation of capacity or sales (other than in specific 
situations), and the allocation of markets or customers.

Decision: do not extend

Every four years or so, the Commission reviewed this 
exemption and, in the most recent review, it decided on 10 
October 2023 not to extend the block exemption.

The European Commission concluded that the liner shipping 
sector has undergone significant structural changes, such as 
carriers’ consolidation, global alliances and vertical integration, 
resulting in new market conditions. Accordingly, the 
Commission believes that a dedicated block exemption for 
shipping lines is no longer adapted to these new market 
conditions. “This is why we have decided not to extend the 
current framework and to let it expire”, said Commissioner 
Didier Reynders, who has temporary responsibility for the 
Competition portfolio.

As indicated earlier in this article, the reaction from 
independent shipping analysts to this stunning and brave 
decision was… less than enthusiastic.

So it’s all over for liner shipping exemptions from competition 
law, right?

Er, no.

Significant investment required

As the Commission itself noted, the provision of regular 
container shipping services requires significant levels of 
investment and so are regularly provided by several shipping 
companies co-operating in consortia can lead to economies of 
scale with a “fair share” of the benefits resulting from the 
efficiencies to be passed on to the users of shipping services 
(i.e. to shippers).

Consequently, because of the stunning and brave decision of 
the Commission, any carrier agreements will instead fall under 
the Horizontal Block Exemption / Specialisation Block 
Exemption Regulations.

The effect of those regulations is that container shipping 
companies will lawfully be able to agree to, and engage in, 
collaborative behaviour that would have otherwise been 
banned, such as vessel sharing agreements, slot charters, slot 
exchanges and the like.

The EU Commission spells it out: “the expiry of the CBER does 
not mean that cooperation between shipping lines becomes 
unlawful”.

Round and round and round and round
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So, because the market has changed and the rules are no 
longer fit for current conditions, the Commission will scrap a set 
of rules which enable carriers to lawfully co-operate in 
behaviour that delivers a fair share of benefits to users.

Instead, and presumably because we are now in a changed 
market, the Commission has directed carriers into another, 
different, set of rules that are presumably fit for current 
conditions, the effect of which is to enable carriers to lawfully 
co-operate in behaviour that delivers a fair share of benefits to 
users.

The existing Block Exemption regulation protects agreements 
up to a 30% market share. The general competition rules 
protect carriers up to a 20% market share. However, 
companies that were working under some kind of co-operating 
agreement (such as vessel pooling) that were above a 30% 
share lost the benefits of the Block Exemption and fell into the 
protection of the general EU competition exemption rules 
anyway. So when the Block Exemption goes, carriers will fall 

into the protection of the same general EU competition-

exemption rules anyway.

Truly, a stunning, and brave, decision.

And one without any foreseeable adverse consequences.

From legal clarity, to legal uncertainty

So, what’s really changed? Well, there’s a lot more legal 
uncertainty than before. There’s a particularly uncertain point 
related to market definitions in that there is a big debate about 
what constitutes a market in the first place, and how to go 
about calculating a share of that.

Internationally regarded container shipping expert Lars Jensen 
of Vespucci Maritime writes:

“One of the questions I have seen raised in the wake of this is 
quite simply: ”what is the market definition”? There is 
absolutely no clarity to be found in the working document from 
the EU Commission. In fact they [the Commission] clearly state 
that in the working paper they do not want to commit to a 
specific definition when CBER falls away… The trades used for 
the CBER analysis do not necessarily have anything to do with 
the market definition which would be used under the regular 
competitive regulations. The working paper does not want to 
provide any view on what such differences might be… The 
working paper uses the word “trade” frequently but does not 
explicitly define what they [the Commission] believe to be a 
trade”

It has been widely speculated that, following the decision of the 
EU, carriers might not want to expose themselves to the risk of 
regulatory action, especially given the legal uncertainty. And, 
really, could you blame them?

If they do decide to reduce their exposure to the new regulatory 
risk, then the adverse effects mentioned earlier – fewer 
services, fewer port pairs, less frequency, higher freight rates, 
could come true.

It could never happen here… 

Thankfully, all of this has happened half a world away in 
Europe.

Fortunately, there’s nothing like this being discussed in, or 
advocated for, in Australia? Right?

It could never happen here… could it?

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/scrapping-eu-liner-exemption-
will-backfire-on-shippers-analysts-warn/

Crew and cattle safe after Vroon 
livestock carrier hit by fire
Engine room blaze caused the Brahman Express to turn back 
to Australian port

6 October 2023 12:22 GMT UPDATED  9 October 2023 7:32 GMT

By Gary Dixon inLondon 

A Dutch livestock carrier was forced to return to Darwin in 
Australia after a fire broke out in its engine room.

Australian national broadcaster ABC reported that the 5,600-
dwt Brahman Express (built 2002) suffered the incident on 
Wednesday afternoon as it departed the port bound for 
Indonesia with 3,600 head of cattle onboard.

Australian authorities reported no injuries to the seafarers or 
livestock on the Vroon-operated ship.

Australia’s federal department of agriculture, fisheries and 
forestry (DAFF) confirmed that the vessel experienced an 
engine room fire “shortly after departure”.

“The department is working closely with the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA) and the exporter about the incident,” 
DAFF said in a statement.

“DAFF has been advised that there is sufficient feed on board 
and there are no animal welfare implications or concerns. The 
vessel’s livestock decks and systems are not affected.”

AMSA said the fire had been extinguished quickly.

The authority added that it issued a notice under the 
Navigation Act, directing the ship to proceed to the nearest 
available wharf in Darwin to discharge the livestock.

A Vroon spokesman told TradeWinds that the reason for the 
fire is still under investigation, but the most likely cause 
appears to be a leakage in the fuel line system.

Page 4
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“Thanks to the prompt response of our crew, the fire was 
extinguished very quickly,” the spokesman said. “None of the 
crew or livestock on board were injured. All livestock systems 
related to the wellbeing of the livestock remained fully 
operational.”

The spokesman added that the vessel was towed into port to 
discharge the livestock in cooperation with AMSA, and that 
repairs were being assessed.

The vessel was shown by AIS to be docked in the port on 
Friday.

Insurance cover is provided by the UK-based North P&I Club.

Clean detention record

The vessel has no port state control detentions on its record.

However, inspectors in Fremantle, Australia, found a fault with 
the ready availability of firefighting equipment during a check in 
December last year.

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/casualties/crew-and-cattle-safe-after-
vroon-livestock-carrier-hit-by-fire/2-1-1530998

Dr Gary Parker has worked on hospital ships for more than three 
decades.Photo: Mercy Ships

The ship surgeons rebuilding lives in 
Africa

The industry is due to hold its annual Cargo Day on 
8 November to raise money for medical charity 
Mercy Ships

2 November 2023 11:18 GMT UPDATED  2 November 2023 11:48 GMT

By Paul Peachey 

 in    London 

Surgeon Dr Gary Parker and his family have spent as much 
time on ships over the past four decades as the most 
seasoned of seafarers.

The US oral and maxillofacial specialist work has put his 
unique skills to work in the operating theatres of hospital ships 
that sail to countries where the need for healthcare is the 
greatest.

Now focusing exclusively on Africa, the Mercy Ships charity, 
which runs two converted hospital ships, has carried out more 

than 110,000 operations since it was set up in 1978. Parker 
has been present and working flat out for most of that time.

For most of his 37 years with Mercy Ships, Dr Parker has 
worked full-time on board the medically equipped ships that 
dock at port cities for months at a time. He met his wife, Susan, 
on a ship. Their two children were raised and educated on 
board.

Five days a week, Dr Parker and his colleagues carry out 
procedures for disability, disfigurement and disease for patients 
in Africa who have been previously unable to afford or get the 
expertise they need. Identified by the charity’s outreach 
workers, they are prepared to travel for days for treatment on 
the ships.

The conditions, and the tumours, are often similar to those 
seen in wealthier nations, but have been left to grow for years 
because of the lack of medical care, despite the best efforts of 
their families to get help, says Mercy Ships chief medical 
officer Mark Shrime.

He points out that one person dies every two seconds from a 
surgically treatable disease. But the impact of an operation to 
remove a tumour can be life-changing.

“I have a growing conviction that to overcome poverty, and the 
dehumanisation and the suffering that causes, people need 
hope that there can be a better tomorrow,” Dr Parker told 
TradeWinds from Freetown, Sierra Leone, where the 37,000-
dwt Global Mercy (built 2021), the world’s largest civilian 
hospital ship, is currently docked.

“And so this is what keeps me at my post... people need real 
hope.”

Mercy Ships has been embraced by the shipping industry, with 
key players in the broking industry championing its work and 
running an annual Cargo Day fundraiser since 2016 that has 
raised some $7m.

The next event will be held on 8 November and is expected to 
be the most successful yet with organisers hopeful of raising 
$3m. That represents $1m more than the record set in 2022 
with the involvement of 84 charterers, owners, shipbrokers and 
traders.

Money is raised from a proportion of the commissions on done 
deals. The scale has increased every year with new organising 
committees set up in key shipping centres to build on the 
success of the Geneva-based origins of the event.

David Walker, the chairman of the committee in Geneva, said: 
“We believe this opportunity to contribute to the remarkable 
work of Mercy Ships is treasured by the shipping and trading 
community.”

For Parker, who spoke via video to a Mercy Ships gala in 
Geneva in September to mark the success of last year’s 
fundraiser, the money helps to save and rebuild lives and 
inspire communities.
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He cites the case of a 14-year-old girl who had lost part of her 
mouth from an aggressive gangrenous infection called noma 
that attacks the soft tissues of the face.

“She just had her follow-up surgery today, she’s able to open 
her mouth, she’s got her lips, she’s got her nose, she’s got the 
cheeks — and she’s got a future in front of her.

“I admire the perseverance of people that just don’t give up. To 
be able to be part of the solution for them is wonderful.”

Now 71, the chief medical officer emeritus of the charity, has 
no plans to hang up his scalpel but continues to work on 
projects in host countries to improve skills and systems.

“There are days that are hard, but most of the days are good 
days,” he said.

Chief medical officer Mark Shrime said his life changed when he joined aThe 
One and All on a visit to Kingscote 9th April 2022 medical ship. Photo: Mercy 
Ships

The operating theatres on board the ships are some of the best 
that Shrime, an ear, nose and throat surgeon, has worked in 
during a medical career in the US.

He said he was inspired to join the charity after seeing a 
photographic exhibition in New York of the work on Mercy 
Ships. He volunteered to work on a vessel in 2008.

“I walked into the wards for the first time and saw these 
patients with the big tumours. Then came this realisation of, 
wow, without even knowing it, this is what I had been training 
for 15 years,” he said.

“Working with the ship… literally changed the direction of my 
life.”

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/esg/the-ship-surgeons-rebuilding-
lives-in-africa/2-1-1546656

World first for Navy officer
By Acting Sub Lieutenant Sam Carter 30 OCTOBER 2023 

A Royal Australian Navy (RAN) officer was the first non-US 
national to complete a renowned weapons and tactics course 
on the Seahawk helicopter in America.

Lieutenant Commander Jeffrey Topping’s recent graduation 
from the US Navy’s (USN) Seahawk weapons and tactics 
instructor course heralded a new chapter in cooperation and 
interoperability between the two countries.

The 10-week-course is renowned as the ultimate test for 
Seahawk MH-60R Romeo aviators in the USN, designed to 
advance the anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare skills of 
its participants.

As the first RAN member and non-US national to attempt and 
graduate from the course, Lieutenant Commander Topping was 
grateful for the opportunity to showcase Australian skill sets 
while fully integrating with his USN counterparts.

“Spending time with American aircrew was fascinating, their 
level of competence and professionalism was impressive,” 
Lieutenant Commander Topping said.

The program gave Lieutenant Commander Topping the 
opportunity to travel coast to coast and experience life in the 
USN.

“Operating on dedicated, state-of-the-art ranges against real-
world threats was as close to the real thing as you can get,” he 
said.

However, operating with a foreign military it is not always 
smooth flying.

“The subtle differences in accents and acronyms made it 
challenging at first. It felt as if we were speaking a different 
language at times,” Lieutenant Commander Topping said.

“It took a bit of adjusting over a few days, but after that 
integration became more or less seamless with some good 
humour thrown in.”

Lieutenant Commander Topping is excited the RAN will 
continue to send Romeo aircrew to the US course.

“It is mutually beneficial for both countries to engage in this 
type of high-end warfare training, working together to 
collectively improve our skill sets, align our tactics and 
ultimately integrate seamlessly when it matters,” he said.

The Seahawk weapons and tactics instructor course has 
provided Lieutenant Commander Topping with a wealth of 
knowledge and perspective to further advance warfare training 
within the Fleet Air Arm and RAN.

https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2023-10-30/world-first-
navy-officer
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Austal Australia hands over 16th 
Guardian-Class patrol boat
August 11, 2023, by Jasmina Ovcina Mandra

Austal Australia has delivered the 16th Guardian-class 
Patrol Boat (GCPB) to the Australian Department of 
Defence.

The vessel was then gifted by the Australian Government 
to the Federated States of Micronesia at a certificate 
signing ceremony held today at Austal’s shipyard in 
Henderson, Western Australia.

The ceremony was attended by Commodore Ivan Ingham AM, 
Royal Australian Navy, Senior ADF Officer Western Australia, 
with the Federated States of Micronesia represented by LCDR 
Steward (Siddi) Peter, FSM Police Maritime Wing.

The new Guardian-class Patrol Boat is the second to be gifted 
to the Federated States of Micronesia under the Pacific Patrol 
Boat Replacement Project, part of the Australian Government’s 
Pacific Maritime Security Program; the first being FSS Tosiwo 
Makayama delivered in March 2022.

Austal Limited Chief Executive Officer Paddy Gregg said the 
new vessel was the first of two Guardian-class Patrol Boats to 
be delivered to the Australian Department of Defence in the 
second half of CY2023, with the remaining four vessels under 
contract scheduled for delivery in CY2024.

“With the completion of engineering enhancements that deliver 
even greater system capabilities, this latest Guardian-class 
Patrol Boat adds an outstanding new capability to the 
Federated States of Micronesia Police Maritime Wing.

“Our warmest congratulations go to LCDR ‘Siddi’ Peter and his 
crew; we wish them ‘fair winds and following seas’ for their 
journey home and future missions,” Mr Gregg said.

Faster than the previous/current Pacific class patrol boats, with 
improved seakeeping, better amenities, and an enhanced 
mission capability – including an integrated RHIB stern launch 
and recovery system – the Guardian-class Patrol Boat provides 
the Federated States of Micronesia with a much-improved 
naval asset to carry out border patrols, regional policing, 
search and rescue, and many other operations domestically 
and internationally.

The Pacific Patrol Boat Replacement Project was awarded to 
Austal Australia in May 2016, with subsequent, contract options 

awarded in April 2018 and November 2022 taking the project to 
22 vessels, valued at more than A$350 million, in total. Twelve 
Pacific Island nations including Papua New Guinea, Fiji, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, Tonga, Solomon Islands, Cook 
Islands, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Palau, Samoa, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, and Timor-Leste are receiving vessels.

The 39.5 metre steel monohull patrol boat – designed, 
constructed and sustained by Austal Australia – is based on a 
proven design platform that has included the 38 metre Bay-
class, 56 metre Armidale-class and 58 metre Cape-class patrol 
boats that are in service with the Australian Border Force and 
Royal Australian Navy.

https://www.navaltoday.com/2023/08/11/austal-australia-hands-over-
16th-guardian-class-patrol-boat/
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The River Ouse in York, UK, sports quite a number of boats, both large and 
small.   This boat serves the useful function of serving ice cream to those 
relaxing on the banks.  There are also a number of houseboats in various 
states of repair.
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Annual Dinner

 Royal Oak Hotel

Clarendon

Tuesday 28th November 2023

6:00 pm

The current menu is shown, but there is always a Specials Board 
which can be very tempting.

Bookings are essential because of the limited space in the pub, so if 
you are coming please let Neil (0418 821 331 or neil@fpmml.org.au) or 

Julian (0414365294) know by 24th November.
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Berczy Park is a small triangular park in downtown Toronto.  The park's 
centrepiece is a two-tiered fountain with a unique and whimsical theme.

27 dog sculptures – and one cat – are situated around, in, and on the fountain, 
each spraying water from its mouth. A golden bone sits atop the fountain.  

It was opened in spring 2017.  It has proved quite a draw-card for locals and 
the occasional tourist.
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