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Do boats hit trees?
Not often, but on 22 June 2019 at Sweets Lagoon 55km 
south west of Darwin in the Northern Territory an air boat, 
Gale Force, lost control on a joy ride with the stern hitting a 
tree a few metres from the water’s edge.

The captain and the 4 passengers sustained minor injuries, 
with a couple of the passengers requiring attention at Darwin 
Hospital. 

The ATSB reported that the company conducting the tours 
has since tightened up operating procedures, to better reflect 
the company’s focus moving away from ‘adrenaline‑based’, 
toward ‘nature‑based’ tours.

https://www.atsb.gov.au/publications/investigation_reports/2019/
mair/mo-2019-007

Gale Force – photo from its owners.

PS Mayflower, Mannum

Presidents Report January 2024

Greetings to you all, after what 
I hope has been a super 
festive season for all.  The two 
big yacht races have been 
sailed, from Sydney and 
Melbourne to Hobart, with 
some rather wild weather to 
contend with along the way, 
meanwhile the Ocean Globe 
Challenge continues around 
the world.

Our last event was the delightful Dinner at the Royal 
Oak Hotel, Clarendon, only a small attendance but a 
very pleasant evening, as usual.  Then in February, 
on the fourth, we can all gather for our AGM and 
BBQ combined, this to take place at the Royal S.A. 
Yacht Squadron, Outer Harbour, in the south 
eastern corner, and I look forward to seeing a big 
crowd there, it is a BYO affair, liquid and solid.

A word is warranted, I feel, about our little 
newsletter, totally put together by our own Neil 
Waller.  The last edition contained so much 
interesting stuff, from shipping management, 
hospital ships, Australian shipbuilding and so much 
more.  I trust you read it all, and congratulations to 
you Neil for your efforts.

The weather keeps us all guessing these days, even 
the experts aren't too certain what is happening.  
Let's hope one day it will settle down again, that will 
be good.

Time to send this away to you, so best wishes for 
the new year.

Regards, Julian.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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CSIRO Aquawatch a world-first weather service to bolster seafood 
industry in Spencer Gulf 
ABC Eyre Peninsula / By Brooke Neindorf and Amelia Costigan 

Posted Fri 15 Dec 2023 at 12:36pm 

Australian seafood farms are set to benefit from a world-first water monitoring system recently trialled in the Spencer 
Gulf. 

The Gulf is known as Australia's 'seafood basket' with the local industry's 
production worth more than $238 million a year.

For countless Aussies this Christmas, the region's famous prawns will be on 
the table.

CSIRO's Aquawatch will act as a 'weather service' for water quality by using 
data from water sensors and satellites with computer models and artificial 
intelligence, to provide real-time water quality forecasts.

Experts say the information provided could be a gamechanger for the seafood 
industry – allowing for early warnings of changes in temperature and salinity 
that could pose lethal risks to fish stocks. 

One such threat is algae blooms, which can kill fish by depleting oxygen supply in the water. 

Protecting Australia's 'seafood basket' 

Australian Southern Bluefin Tuna Industry Association research scientist Kirsten Rough said knowing when such an 
event may occur could prevent stock losses. "Whilst we do monitor water quality, it's currently time consuming and labour 
intensive. 

Real-time monitoring means we can scale up surveillance and adjust feeding cycles," she said.

 The data could warn seafood industry of harmful marine events like algal blooms, which can kill fish.

 "Early warning forecasts would allow for planning decisions like moving pens out of the way of harmful algae." I
n April 1996, approximately 75 per cent of the captive southern bluefin tuna in Boston Bay in Port Lincoln died. At the 
time, no environmental data such as levels of dissolved oxygen, suspended solids and toxic algae was available. 
"Knowledge is power, because it gives you the ability to make decisions," Ms Rough said.
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Water sensors are attached to buoys to provide real-time water quality data.(Supplied: CSIRO)

Key points: 
> CSIRO has completed initial testing of a 
‘weather service’ for water quality in the 
Spencer Gulf in South Australia 

> The industry’s production in the 
Spencer Gulf region is worth over $238 
million a year 12/31/23

> The data could warn seafood industry 
of harmful marine events like algal 
blooms, which can kill fish 
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CSIRO senior scientist Nagur Cherukuru said the sophisticated data system and national water sensor networks 
developed by Aquawatch would help Australia become more resilient to extreme weather and adverse marine events, 
such as the recent heavy rainfall that inundated oyster farms on the NSW South Coast, raising concerns of oyster 
supplies over Christmas. 

"Having that knowledge of what is changing in water 
quality is going to help this industry and industry 
partners and ecosystem managers," Dr Cherukuru said.

Wider application of water quality technology Dr Cherukuru said the system could be used for other industries beyond 
seafood, and could even benefit recreational ocean users.

"Aquawatch aims to provide the sort of data for people to have easy access to make decisions and understand the water 
quality in their local water body," he said. Long term, the data will help inform the ecologically sustainable use and 
development of Australian marine systems.

The gross value of fishery and aquaculture production in 2021–22 increased by 8 per cent to $3.42 billion, with 
aquaculture exceeding the value of wild catch, according to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

ABC News https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-12-15/csiro-aquawatch-spencer-gulf-water-monitoring-weather-service/103229250 
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Water quality monitoring will help support the ecologically 
sustainable growth of aquaculture in the region. (Supplied CSIRO)

Kirsten Rough says the decision allows the tuna industry to reallocate its 
resources to other research areas. (Supplied: Kirsten Rough) 

The harbour at Parry Sound, Ontario August 2023.   

Pearl Mist, the large vessel at the wharf, is a Great Lakes cruise ship on a voyage between Toronto and Milwaukee.  

It covers most of the lakes and would be a great trip if you have a spare $9,480 US to $15,280 US (per person, twin share).

The area was quite busy in the couple of days I was there, with this ship and sight-seeing boats and float-planes coming and going.
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The Maritime Stories That Made 2023
Mike Schuler
December 28, 2023

This year proved once again that the maritime industry is one of the most important and exciting industries on the planet. 
As 2023 comes to a close, we’re taking a look back at some of the biggest maritime stories that dominated the headlines 
over the last twelve months, as selected by gCaptain’s editors.

Russia’s Shadow Fleet

As Russia continues its war in Ukraine, the implementation 
of a price cap on Russian oil by G7 nations, the European 
Union, and Australia has led to the emergence of a 
“shadow fleet” of tankers being used to transport Russian 
oil over the price cap and under the radar. Estimates as to 
the size of the fleet range from a couple hundred to up to 
600 ships that are owned and operated by a complex web 
of obscure companies and oil traders. The increasing size 
of the fleet has contributed to growing environmental and 
safety concerns and led to additional sanctions on entities 
involved in transporting Russian oil above the established 
cap.

Black Sea Grain Exports

Speaking of Russia’s war in Ukraine, the transportation of Ukrainian grain from Black Sea ports continued to make 
headlines in 2023. The Black Sea Grain Deal, brokered by the United Nations and Turkey in 2022, helped to alleviate a 
global food crisis by allowing Ukrainian grain and fertilizer blocked by the war to be exported safely. However, in July, 
Russia declined to extend the deal, leading Ukraine to establish its own alternative Black Sea corridor in order to 
continue exporting despite Russia’s disapproval and risks involved, such as floating sea mines. Since quitting the deal, 
Russia has stepped up attacks on shipping and port infrastructure in the region.

Container Shipping’s Return to ‘Normal’

In 2023, the container shipping market shifted from the surge caused by the COVID-19 pandemic to a more “normal” state similar to 
before the pandemic in 2019.

With supply chain disruptions and port congestion eased, freight rates suffered due to an influx of new ships coinciding with weaker 
demand. Meanwhile, geopolitical tensions have also continued to influence the container shipping market throughout the year. Notably, 
ongoing attacks by the Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen on ships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden continues to have unexpected effects 
on the market. While some major carriers are avoiding the area and rerouting ships around the Cape of Good Hope, others 
are preparing to resume services through the region under the protection of the US-led naval coalition Operation Prosperity Guardian. 
The impact on the container shipping sector will ultimately depend on how long the disruption will last—and right now that is anything 
but certain.

As we head into 2024, the container shipping sector faces 
an uphill battle but is proving once again that it is one of the most 
closely-watch maritime sectors no matter what’s happening in the 
market.

Car Carrier Fires in Focus

A major fire on board the pure car and truck carrier 
(PCTC) Fremantle Highway carrying hundreds of electric 
vehicle (EVs) put a spotlight on fire safety in the car carrier 
sector. The July fire was the latest in a long list of fire 
incidents involving PCTCs and re-ignited the debate 
around the safety of transporting EVs on board ships, 
which had previously been brought to the fore by the loss 
the Felicity Ace in 2022. Another notable fire, this one 
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The Fremantle Highway on fire in the North Sea, July 26, 2023. Photo 
courtesy Netherlands Coastguard

The fire on board the MT Pablo, part of a growing fleet of shadow tankers.  
Photo courtesy Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
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involving used vehicles, took place on board the Grande Costa D’Avorio at Port Newark, New Jersey, tragically resulting 
the loss of two firefighters.

Loss of Titan Submersible

The loss the Titan submersible sparked a global media 
spectacle the likes of which we haven’t seen since the 
2021 grounding of the Ever Given in Suez Canal.

The OceanGate Expedition submersible suffered a 
catastrophic implosion back in June during a dive to the 
famous Titanic wreck with the loss of all five people on 
board, which include four paying customers. After an 
extensive multi-national search and rescue effort led by 
the U.S. Coast Guard, the wreckage of the submersible 
was located on the seafloor near the Titanic about 96 
hours after it first submerged. The incident highlight the 
lax safety oversight of privately-operated submersibles 
and remains under investigation by the U.S. Coast Guard, 
NTSB and Transportation Safety Board of Canada.

Panama Canal Drought

The Panama Canal faced its worst drought in more than 
70 years in 2023 thanks in part to the ongoing El Nino 
phenomenon, leading to a water crisis that could have 
implications on global trade in 2024 and beyond.

In order to manage the limited fresh water supply and 
ensure the uninterrupted operation of the critical 
waterway, the Panama Canal Authority has 
implemented draft restrictions and is reducing the number 
of daily ship transits as part of an effort to conserve water. 
As we enter 2024 (and Panama’s dry season), there’s not 
much that shipping can do except hope for rain and make 
contingency plans should the drought pattern continue into 
next year’s rainy season.

South China Sea Confrontations

Similar to previous years, territorial disputes and maritime 
claims in the South China Sea remained in the spotlight in 
2023. 

However, it was China’s conflicts with the Philippines, 
including the use of water cannons by China, near-
collisions, and confrontations over resupply missions, that 
garnered the most attention. 

Combined with China’s intentions for “reunification” with 
Taiwan, it is certain that the South China Sea dispute will 
remain a topic of high interest in 2024.

Alternative Fuels

With its emissions target set and other regulations such as the FuelEU Maritime in Europe coming into focus, the 
shipping industry’s uptake of alternative fuels continued to expand rapidly in 2023. This summer Maersk took delivery of 
the world’s first green methanol-fueled containership, while others look to other green (or greener) fuels such as LNG, 
ammonia, hydrogen, and even wind propulsion to help reduce emissions. While there is no one size fits all fuel for 
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A Philippine flagged boat is blocked by a China Coast Guard vessel 
during an incident that resulted in a collision between the two vessels, in 
the disputed waters of the South China Sea in this screen grab obtained 
from handout video released October 22, 2023. China Coast 
Guard/Handout via REUTERS

The Titan submersible, operated by OceanGate Expeditions to explore the 
wreckage of the sunken SS Titanic off the coast of Newfoundland, dives in 
an undated photograph. OceanGate Expeditions/Handout via REUTERS

A bulk carrier transits the Cocoli Locks at the Panama Canal, on the 
outskirts of Panama City, Panama April 19, 2023. REUTERS/Aris 
Martinez/File Photo
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shipping’s energy transition, LNG and methanol seem to be the clear frontrunners. One of the biggest issues going 
forward will be the availability and pricing of green fuels as supply struggles to catch up with the expected demand.

Offshore Wind Headwinds

The global offshore wind industry faced 
significant headwinds in 2023 as soaring inflation, rising 
interest rates and supply chain bottlenecks threatened to 
blow the industry’s progress off-course. Nevertheless, 
there were several bright spots for the industry as new 
projects came online and the pipeline of projects under 
development continued to grow to meet ambition targets.

Despite some notable setbacks in the U.S., the Biden 
Administration continued its full-court press towards 
its target of installing 30 gigawatts of offshore by 2030 with 
offshore wind auctions, environmental reviews and project 
approvals continuing at pace.

IMO Adopts Climate Strategy

All eyes were on the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) ahead of a crucial meeting in July that would 
determine the global shipping industry’s climate ambition. During the meeting, a revised greenhouse gas (GHG) 
reduction strategy for shipping was adopted, which included a more stringent target compared to the initial strategy set in 
2018. With the revised strategy, member countries agreed to reach net zero emissions “by or around” 2050, dependent 
on different national circumstances. The strategy also includes indicative checkpoints to reduce the total annual GHG 
emissions by at least 20% by 2030 (with a goal of 30%), and by at least 70% by 2040 (with a goal of 80%), compared 
with 2008 levels.

Considering that shipping transports around 90% of world trade and accounts for nearly 3% of the world’s carbon dioxide 
emissions, the adoption of the revised strategy marked a significant milestone in the shipping industry’s efforts to combat 
climate change and align itself with the 2015 Paris agreement. However, environmental groups warn that the revised 
strategy falls far short of being ambitious enough.

Offshore Industry Comeback

If 2022 marked an inflection point for the offshore oil and 
gas industry after a prolonged eight-year downturn, 2023 
has shown that the industry could be in the early stages of a 
multi-year up ycle as energy security remains in focus. 
Nearly all sectors connected to the industry 
have benefitted from higher day rates and fleet utilization, 
supporting the notion that “a rising tide floats all boats.”

Iranian Aggression in Strait of Hormuz

Iran displayed ongoing aggression towards shipping near 
the Strait of Hormuz in 2023 with Iranian forces carrying out 
multiple attacks and attempted seizures of ships in the 
Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. The situation escalated in 
April when Iran seized two tankers, the Chevron-
chartered Advantage Sweet and Niovi, which continue to be 
held. While Iran has provided some vague justifications for 
the seizures, the U.S. believes they were in retaliation over the confiscation of an Iranian oil cargo by the U.S. Justice 
Department.

The increasing number and severity of incidents prompted the U.S. to increase its forces in the region and even consider 
the deployment of armed military personnel on commercial ships passing through the Strait of Hormuz, through which 
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The first offshore wind turbine is installed at the South Fork Wind project 
offshore New York. Photo courtesy New York State

STRAIT OF HORMUZ (May 3, 2023) A screenshot of a video showing 
fast-attack craft from Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy 
swarming Panama-flagged oil tanker Niovi as it transits the Strait of 
Hormuz, May 3, 2023. U.S. Navy Photo
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over 20% of global oil flows. According to the U.S., Iran has harassed, attacked or seized approximately 20 
internationally-flagged merchant ships in the region since 2021.

Houthi Attacks on Shipping

Last but certainly not least, missile and suicide 
drone attacks on ships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, 
launched by the Iran-backed Houthi militia group in Yemen, 
have garnered significant attention in the final months and 
weeks of 2023.

The attacks have only escalated since the late November 
seizure of the Galaxy Leader, leading to international 
condemnation, the rerouting of ships around the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the formation of a multi-national naval 
coalition spearheaded by the U.S. to address the problem. 
As shipping companies assess the possibility of resuming 
transits through the region, the Houthis seem determined to 
continue with the attacks as long as Israel’s conflict with 
Hamas in Gaza continues.

Combined with the drought in the Panama Canal, Iran’s 
actions in the Strait of Hormuz, and South China Sea confrontations, gCaptain will continue to shine the spotlight on 
maritime chokepoints in 2024.

The stories included in this list were selected by gCaptain’s editors and are not meant to be a full list of the many 
important maritime events that took place in 2023. Feel free to share what you think were the biggest maritimes stories 
of 2023 by sharing on social media.

https://gcaptain.com/the-maritime-stories-that-made-2023/

Additions to the Paul McGuire Collection

Chinese naval shipbuilding : an ambitious and uncertain course / edited by Andrew S. Erickson. Annapolis, 
Maryland : Naval Institute Press, 2023.

The conquering tide : war in the Pacific Islands, 1942-1944 / Ian W. Toll. New York : W. W. Norton & 
Company, [2015]

Red star over the Pacific : China's rise and the challenge to U.S. maritime strategy / Toshi Yoshihara and 
James R. Holmes. Annapolis, Maryland : Naval Institute Press, [2018]

The lost boys of Montauk : the true story of the Wind Blown, four men who vanished at sea, and the 
survivors they left behind / Amanda M. Fairbanks. New York : Gallery Books, 2022.

The floating brothel : the extraordinary true story of an eighteenth-century ship and its cargo of female 
convicts / Sian Rees. New York : Hyperion, 2002.

The steep Atlantick stream / Robert Harling ; with drawings by Jon Worsley ; new introduction by Derek Law. 
Barnsley : Seaforth Publishing, 2022.

HMAS Yarra 1936-1942 : the story of a gallant sloop / by Arthur F Parry. New ed. Garden Island, N.S.W. : 
The Naval Historical Society of Australia Inc., 2020.

The tin ticket : the heroic journey of Australia's convict women / Deborah J. Swiss. New York : Berkley, 2011.

The wreck of the Neva : the horrifying fate of a convict ship and the Irish women aboard / Cal McCarthy & Kevin Todd. 
Cork : Mercier Press, [2013]

Belitung : the afterlives of a shipwreck / Natali Pearson. Honolulu : University of Hawaiʻi Press, [2023]

The coffin ship : life and death at sea during the Great Irish Famine / Cian T. McMahon. New York : New York University 
Press, 2022.
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Armed men stand on the beach as the Galaxy 
Leader commercial ship, seized by Yemen’s 
Houthis last month, is anchored off the coast of 
al-Salif, Yemen, December 5, 2023. 
REUTERS/Khaled Abdullah
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The dawn watch : Joseph Conrad in a global world / Maya Jasanoff. London : William collins, 2017.

The Empire of Necessity : Slavery, Freedom, and Deception in the New World / Greg Grandin. New York : Metropolitan 
Books/Henry Holt and Company, 2014.

Enemy of all mankind : a true story of piracy, power, and history's first global manhunt / Steven Johnson. New York : 
Riverhead Books, 2020.

The French collector : journal and letters of Théodore Leschenault, Botanist of the Baudin Expedition / translated with an 
introduction and notes by Paul Gibbard. Nedlands, WA : UWA Press, 2023.

Madhouse at the end of the Earth / Julian Sancton. New York : Crown, 2021.

A world of empires : the Russian voyage of the frigate Pallada / Edyta M. Bojanowska. Cambridge, Massachusetts : The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2018.

Writing pirates : vernacular fiction and oceans in late Ming China / Yuanfei Wang. Ann Arbor : University of Michigan 
Press, 2021.

Richard Moriarty
Senior Collection Development Librarian
State Library of South Australia
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The tour boat Island Queen 5 at the Parry Sound, Ontario, Wharf.    If you are anywhere near Parry Sound the tours offered on this boat are well 
worth it.  When you get back the Trestle Brewing Company on the other bank just upstream of the CPR bridge is busy but just right at the day's end.
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