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The Traverse Board
Newsletter of the Friends Of The Paul McGuire Maritime Library Inc

March 2024
Proudly Supporting the Paul McGuire Collection of The State Library of South 

Australia.

March 2024 Meeting

Tuesday 26th March 2024 

A Journey on Scotland’s Union Canal

British Hotel Port Adelaide

6:00 pm for dinner followed by a video.

Please book dinner with Neil (0418821331) or 
Julian (0414365294) 

Presidents Report March 2024

Greetings to you all, now 
that summer is over, I 
think.  It has been a 
strange season, but how 
fortunate we are to be 
living in South Australia, 
tough for the folk in the 
eastern states though.

Our last event was the 
AGM, coinciding with a 
BBQ, coinciding with 
some very hot weather, 
which probably caused 
the small number 
attending. 

 However, we did have a pleasant session, and 
managed to cover the business side of things 
satisfactorily, the status remaining quo.  So we press 
on into the new year, with a meeting at the British 
Hotel, Port Adelaide, on Tuesday, March 26th.

I was recently fortunate enough to be given a book 
by Paul McGuire, Westward the  Course, the first of 
his books I have read, after all my years with the 
Friends.  The book went to press two days after 
Japan hit Pearl Harbour, and was intended to 
encourage America to become involved in WW II,  I 
found it an interesting history, well written of course, 
and well worth reading if you have not already done 
so.

We are endeavouring to revamp the brochure of the 
Library and Friends, in order to spread the word far 
wider than at present, far too many people do not 
know what a treasure the PMML is, right here in 
Adelaide.

On that note I shall close this piece, and look 
forward to seeing you all on the 26th.

Regards, Julian.

Your annual membership subs 
of $30 are now due.

There are three ways to pay these:

1: to the Treasurer at a meeting

2: by bank transfer to 805-050 61338546 (Friends 
McGuire) – include your name as a reference or send me 
an email at neil@fpmml.org.au

3: by cheque (if you still can) to our postal address. PO 
Box 3144 Aberfoyle Park 5159

The Traverse Board

Published by:
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President: Julian Murray 
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From Trove
7th March was International Womens Day and our founder Mrs Frances Margaret McGuire was a remarkable woman 
whose life is worth remembering.

Trove, the National Library’s excellent source of digitised material: articles, newspapers, etc. has a wealth of material on 
Mrs Margaret McGuire.   Some is reproduced here.

Some Gossip

WEDDED
Brainy Margaret Cheadle, versatile and unusual, surprised all her friends by going to church last Friday morning and 
having just the quietest wedding to Paul McGuire.

His chief interests are literary and journalistic.

His charming wife also wields a J nib, which she has used with excellent insight on musical events in the pages of 
The Triad.

Every Woman, Conducted by Lady Kitty, The Saturday Journal November 26,1927

Mr. and Mrs. Paul McGuire are returning to the State by the Ballarat after an absence of three years. Mrs. McGuire, 
formerly Miss Margaret Cbeadle, is the daughter of Mrs. Cbeadle. of Walkerville, and Paul McGulre is the youngest 
son of Mrs. N McGuire. of Largs, and the late Commissioner of Railways. While abroad Mr. McGuire has been a 
prolific and successful writer. In addition to being a regular contributor of prose and poetry to English and American 
papers and magazines, he has had four novels published, all of which have proved excellent sellers in both England 
and America. Two have been translated into French.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 – 1954) Wed 21 Sep 1932 Page 16

A few years later the following appeared in the News:

Chatted With Burglar
SMILING confidently, Mrs. Paul McGuire, wife of the South Australian author of Seven Thirty, Victoria. and many 
other well known novels, said today, "Yes, I could recognise him again." of the man whom, last night, she captured 
and released after he had  broken into a flat occupied by her and her mother in Childers street. North Adelaide.

It was not because the night intruder raised a seasonal plea to be released that Mrs. McGuire allowed him to go. She 
said that if she had attempted to detain him he would have broken away. easily and immediately.

Then she would not have been able to study his features for a clear 10 minutes while she chatted to him in a friendly 
manner about his folly.

As behoves the wife of a detective story writer, Mrs. McGuire ran her hands over the man's pockets. noticed that he 
wore padded  socks and no shoes, concluded that he was an old hand as a burglar, and was able to give a complete 
description of him to the police.

"My mother and I were sitting in a front room when I heard a noise," she said. "Mother must have heard it, too, for we 
both rose, and silently went down to a bedroom.

"We found a darkly dressed man in stockinged feet, and with handkerchiefs over both hands, crouching behind a 
bed. As he heard us, he made a leap for the window, and I grabbed him as he was clambering out"

Mrs. McGuire pulled him back into the room, and after she had "frisked" him and searched through her and her 
mother's jewel cases, chatted to him.

She told him that he was a "silly man" to run the risk of imprisonment, and while she lectured him he hung his head 
dejectedly.

Then she walked down the passage to the back door with him, and sent him out. Besides saving her mother, Mrs. 
Margaret Cheadle, who is not in good health, from worry, she had in indelibly impressed his features on her mind.

Today, detectives searched for the man. Mrs. McGuire will be shown photographs of known criminals, filed at the 
C.I.B., in the hope that she will be able to identify the intruder.

News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954) Tue 28 Dec 1937  Page 1
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Mrs. Paul McGuire Interviewed

AMERICAN RE ACTION TO 
GRAF SPEE INCIDENT
The definite pro-British spirit in America was 
never more apparent during her two months' 
stay there than at the time of the Graf Spee 
incident, according to Mrs. Paul McGuire, who 
returned to Adelaide from America at the week-
end. The dramatic situation appealed to the 
Americans, their newspapers stressed the less 
powerful guns of the 'plucky' British ships, 
broadcasts of even important symphony 
concerts were interrupted for regular half-hour 
descriptions of the progress of events, and 
finally, at the time of scuttling, the general 
feeling of anti-climax was coloured with such 
expressions as 'That's not the American way of 
fighting.'

At the Cinema Mrs. McGuire said yesterday you 
could readily sense American public opinion. A 
picture of King George reviewing the troops in 
the mud of France brought forth loud cheers, 
while pictures showing Hitler or Stalin called for 
hissing and booing, which became accentuated 
as one pair of lone hands endeavoured to turn 
the tide of reception.

'There is no official British propaganda in 
America.' said Mrs. McGuire. 'It has all been 
withdrawn.’

‘English films which the Americans like, 
however, result in unintentional propaganda — 
especially such a film as ‘Goodbye. Mr. Chips.' 
with its revelation of' English schoolboy spirit. This picture has been running in New York for months.'

A Transport Problem

Although Mrs. McGuire was not able, owing to the cancellation of the gathering, to avail herself of the privilege of acting 
as a member of the Australian delegation to the Assembly of the League of Nations, she mentioned how thankful she 
was to have with her the official letters of appointment when she found herself hampered by transport problems on 
returning to England from the Continent immediately before the declaration of war. She was staying with her husband in 
the south of Prance when war clouds began to darken, and the prospect of waiting 12 hours for a train and then standing 
in it for 30 or 40 hours, as hundreds of other visitors were doing, was one. .she did not relish. They managed, however. 
to secure two seats in an English friends motor car, and set off facing the difficulties of traversing unknown industrial 
blacked-out towns, only to find at the Swiss frontier — they were heading for Geneva in readiness for the League 
Assembly— that none but nationals were being permitted to enter the country.

'So we decided to make a bee line for London.' said Mrs. McGuire. 'As we passed through the lovely French countryside 
where the harvests were still being gathered and the ripe wine grapes were hanging heavily on the vines, we met signs 
of war preparation in the placards telling of the latest ‘appelle.' the batches of men with bundles on their .shoulders 
wending their way to answer the country's call, and the contingents of horses and heavy wagons which had been 
commandeered for army use. The children, recognising the registration 'G.B.' on the car, called to us. 'Vive les Anglais.'

‘But it was when we tried to telephone and send telegrams to make arrangements to get ourselves and the car across 
the Channel that we encountered stony silence, and even suspicion, on the part of the French police. My 'On His 
Majesty's Service' letters, however, which at the last moment I slipped into my passport, changed our reception 
completely.

Monsieur le Prefet will see you personally.' was the announcement, doors were opened, telegrams sent — without 
charge to us. I might add — and all arrangements made for our crossing.

Page 3 
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Others had not been so fortunate? As was evidenced by more than 300 abandoned British cars on the wharves at 
Dieppe. How thankful I was to the Australian Government for my appointment to the League delegation.'

A Rush For New Books
The fillip given to the English publishing houses by the introduction of the black-outs was commented on by Mrs. 
McGuire. Her husband had written a new detective novel. 'The Spanish Steps.' while on a holiday in France, and after 
the same official letters had secured his safe passage to England— no manuscript or printed matter was being allowed 
out of France — he was first faced with closed doors as far as publishing was concerned. Soon, however, the need for 
brightening with reading matter the hours spent behind darkened doors caused a boom in the publishing world. I and the 
fact that the novel had no suggestion of war in it’s pages, was a strong recommendation for its early release.

Mrs. McGuire. who is a member of the Federal board of the Australian National Council of Women, met the members of 
the executive of the American National Council and made enquiries regarding their work. 'They cater much more than we 
do for the artistic and cultural side.' she said

yesterday, 'and do not. as far as I can see interest themselves so much in social welfare. They make great use of 
broadcasting as a medium for reaching their members, especially on the cultural side, and when I was there they were 
inaugurating a series oi talks from a woman's viewpoint of scenes from American history.'

Social Legislation Behind Australia

At a Labor Administration Conference which Mrs. McGuire attended in America, and at which the delegates represented 
both the Government and workers' points of view, debates took place on social legislation regarding factory conditions, 
wages and hours of work which the conference hoped to see in operation within the next four, five or more years.

'Yet we have had this legislation in Australia for many years.' she said.

'America is noticeably behind Australia in most social legislation, yet in some of its reforms gained by voluntary and 
official workers, it is well in advance. Miss Frances Perkins, an amazingly able woman, presided at the conference, and I 
found her in private conversation extraordinarily well in formed about labour conditions in Australia. Of course, the 
American problems, as they have to be tackled in 48 States, are immensely more formidable than ours. '

Mrs. McGuire, who held for some time the office of director of studies for the Catholic Guild of 
Social Studies in Adelaide, made an extensive survey of social conditions in France, Belgium, 
and America. On the Continent she investigated the workings of the Christian Youth Movement 
which is designed to include in different sections students. sailors, agriculturists, workers, and 
leisured classes, and found the whole character of the young people with whom she came in 
contact coloured by their association with the organisation, and by the work it brought them in 
the way of social reform. 

In Washington she spent a fortnight investigating the scope of the work of the women's, 
children's, youth, and lobar departments of the Government, and again found the officials 
remarkably well informed about parallel conditions in Australia. 

They said they viewed with envious eyes the low rate of infantile mortality in the 
Commonwealth, and Mrs. McGuire was called upon to tell them of our baby health clinics, 
country hospital system, and flying doctor services. This last form of medical aid appealed 
greatly to the American sense of adventure, and a reporter from a radio newspaper was 
immediately called in so that the story of Australian transceivers. .should be wafted to the 

American populace.

'Australia and America have many problems in common.' said Mrs. McGuire. 'and I feel after my contact with the 
Americans that one of the most important things Australia has ever done has beer, to establish an Australian Legation in 
Washington.

Every penny spent on that Legation is a penny well 
spent for the future.

Mrs. McGuire is staying at her North Adelaide fiat, but 
will leave for Melbourne in a few weeks Mr McGuire is 
at present lecturing in the United States, and will later 
tour South America.

The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 – 1954) Wed 31 Jan 1940 Page 
8 MARIAN MARCH'S PAGES
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Paul McGuire

A model lake steamer in the Hailybury Heritage Museum on the 
shores of Lake Timiskaming which lies on the border of Ontario and 
Quebec in Canada.
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Additions to the Library
Our State Library contact person, Richard Moriarty, has kindly supplied a list of recent acquisitions.

The Astronomical almanac for the year 2024 Washington : U.S. G.P.O. ; London : H.M.S.O.

The blue machine : how the ocean works / Helen Czerski. New York, NY : W.W. Norton & Company, 2023.

Crisis and legitimacy in Atlantic American narratives of piracy : 1678-1865 / Alexandra Ganser. Cham, Switzerland : 
Palgrave Macmillan, [2020]

The deepest map : the high-stakes race to chart the world's oceans / Laura Trethewey New York, NY : Harper 
Collins, [2023]

Duel in the deep : the hunters, the hunted, and a high seas fight to the finish / David Sears. Annapolis, MD : Naval 
Institute Press, [2023]

Island of the blue foxes : disaster and triumph on the world's greatest scientific expedition / Stephen R. Brown. 
New York, NY : Merloyd Lawrence Book by Da Capo Press, 2017.

Keeping a puffer afloat : how to preserve a small steamship / Henry Cleary. Market Harborough, Leicestershire : 
Matador, 2023.

Leyte Gulf : a new history of the world's largest sea battle / Mark E. Stille. Cumnor Hill, Oxford : Osprey Publishing, 
2023.

Samuel Pepys and the strange wrecking of the Gloucester : the shipwreck that shocked Restoration Britain / 
Nigel Pickford. New York : Pegasus Books, 2023.

The Milne Papers Vol.3, The Royal Navy and the American Civil War 1862–1864 / John Beeler London : Navy 
Records Society, 2023.

Shipwreck narratives : out of our depth / Michael Titlestad. Cham, Switzerland : Palgrave Macmillan, [2021]

In addition to ongoing series (such as Astronomical almanac) the McGuire bequest supports a collection of current 
magazines:

• Mariner's Mirror

• Proceedings of the United States Naval Institute

• Naval History

• The Navy : Australia's maritime journal

• Australian warship

• The log

• Sea breezes

• Australian journal of maritime and ocean affairs

• Marine news : journal of the World Ship Society

• Ships monthly

• The wooden boat

• Warship world

• Afloat
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The Canadian Coast Guard Workshops at Parry Sound, Ontario
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Australia, Philippines Sign Maritime Accord as China Rises
February 29, 2024  (Bloomberg) 

Australia and the Philippines have signed an agreement to boost collaboration on maritime security, including “promoting 
respect for international law,” in the latest sign of their deepening defense ties at a time of a growing Chinese military 
presence in the region.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. called on Australia to help protect freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, saying 
in a speech to parliament on Thursday that the safety of the vital shipping lane is “crucial to preservation of regional 
peace.”

“The security and continued prosperity of the region and countries like Australia relies upon that effort,” Marcos said, 
repeating that the Philippines will not allow foreign powers “to take even one square inch” of territory.

“We will not yield,” he told Australian lawmakers to applause. Marcos is the first Philippine leader to address a joint sitting 
of parliament in Canberra. 

The president is making a state visit to Australia ahead of the ASEAN-Australia summit in Melbourne starting Monday. As 
part of the trip, the Philippines leader signed three memorandums of understanding with Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese — on maritime cooperation, cyber and critical technology and competition law.

Speaking after the signing, Albanese said the two countries were working together “to build a peaceful region where 
international law is respected and waterways are open for trade.”

There was a brief interruption early in Marcos’ speech to parliament, when Australian Greens Senator Janet Rice held up 
a sign reading “Stop the Human Rights Abuses.” Shortly afterward, she was escorted from the chamber.

Under Marcos, the Philippines has moved to strengthen ties with traditional security partners, including the US, in the 
face of intensifying pressure from Beijing in the South China Sea. China claims large swathes of the waterway, including 
areas the Philippines says are part of its exclusive economic zone.
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FILE PHOTO: A China Coast Guard ship is seen from a Philippine fishing boat at the disputed Scarborough Shoal April 6, 2017. Picture taken April 
6, 2017. REUTERS/Erik De Castro/File Photo
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Australia, in turn, is working with the US and UK to develop a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines that could be 
deployed early next decade under the Aukus agreement. Canberra has simultaneously moved to bolster relations with 
Southeast Asian nations in the face of China’s growing power in the region. 

But Albanese has also sought to position Australia as a middle power that will stand alongside like-minded nations to de-
escalate tensions and try to maintain peace.

Albanese will host leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, excluding Myanmar, for a summit in Melbourne 
to celebrate 50 years of relations between Australia and the organization.

Marcos’s trip to Canberra ahead of the summit comes after Albanese in September became the first sitting Australian 
prime minister in two decades to visit the Philippines. During the trip, the two leaders signed a strategic partnership 
agreement that elevates their relationship.

Australia and the US are the only countries with whom the Philippines has a Visiting Forces Agreement. Canberra and 
Manila have also run joint patrols in the South China Sea. 

© 2024 Bloomberg L.P.
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The Marina at the village of Lions Head on Georgian Bay, the eastern shore of Bruce Peninsula, Ontario.   Being relatively close to 
the USA border quite a number of USA citizens have their pleasure boats here.  While Georgian Bay is huge, it not one of the Great 
Lakes, rather it is part of Lake Huron.
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Port Adelaide built Captain Matthew Flinders at its berth in Toronto, Canada.  It carries guests on sightseeing cruises on Lake 
Ontario.

Every city should have one: Dog Fountain in Toronto, Canada.   It consists of a number of dog statues squirting water from their 
mouths.   There is also one cat.  Can you spot the ring in?
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