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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

July 2024

Greetings to you all, is it cold enough yet?  Well, it certainly 
is for this bloke, but at least with every day that passes, 
Spring gets that bit closer!

It was very pleasing to see 
a good number of the 
Friends at our last 
meeting, sixteen in all, and 
I hope you all enjoyed the 
footage taken aboard the 
Annie Watt and the 
original One and All back 
in their trading days, hard-
working days in the 
building of South Australia.

For our next gathering we will be venturing below the 
waves with Gifford Chapman, showing some of the many 
wrecks around Kangaroo Island.  Gifford has been an 
abalone diver at the Island, but also has a great 
knowledge of the wrecks in those waters.  He has also 
published a very good book on wooden fishing boats.  That 
will be on Tuesday, July 23rd, once more at the British, and 
I hope to see you all there, that will be good.

It may seem that we are running on DVDs most of the time, 
but speakers are a bit hard to come by, and I'm sure you 
will agree they have all been interesting and entertaining, 
too.

My thanks to Neil for putting our Traverse Board together, 
always full of interesting stuff, and to Richard Moriarty at 
the State Library for sending us the list of new acquisitions 
for the McGuire collection.

Time to close this now, and put it into Neil's hands for 
finishing off.  See you all soon, stay warm. 

Regards, Julian.
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Shipwrecks of Kangaroo 
Island

Please book dinner with Neil (0418821331) or 
Julian (0414365294)

Austal, the Western Australian shipbuilder, has come under 
fire recently over the patrol boats it has built on behalf of the 
Australian Government for Pacific Island Nations.  The ABC 
has recently published a couple of stories on this and the 
“adventures” of one of them.

Landing (and retrieving) Pilots on ships has always been a 
potentially hazardous activity.  This has been increasingly 
performed by helicopter which poses its own set of 
problems – high winds and seas certainly don’t help and 
take a very skilled helicopter pilot to manoeuvre the aircraft 
to safely transfer the pilot, or for that matter, anyone who 
needs to be transferred to or from the ship.

Who would have thought such a trivial thing as a handrail 
could cause problems – check the ATSB safety 
investigation and see!

Finally I have included a report on the progress of the 
upgrades of the Cape Jervis and Penneshaw ports.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Fiji Navy patrol boat runs aground on maiden voyage, months after being 
donated by Australia
By foreign affairs reporter Stephen Dziedzic and Fiji reporter Lice Movono

Posted Wed 12 Jun 2024 at 12:37pm

Updated Wed 12 Jun 2024 at 7:20pm

In short: 

• A Fiji Navy patrol boat has run aground during its maiden 
voyage, after the Australian government donated the 
vessel in March. 

• The Guardian-class patrol boat hit a reef on Fiji's remote 
Lau group of islands, in a passage a local witness 
described as treacherous.

• What's next: Fiji's Navy is conducting a recovery 
operation with help from Australia.

A Pacific patrol boat has run aground on its maiden voyage in Fiji, just a few months after it was handed over by the Australian 
government.

Fiji's Navy confirmed on Tuesday that the RFNS Puamau hit a 
reef on Fiji's remote Lau group of islands on Monday, midway 
through its first two-week long patrol.

No injuries have been reported but the accident is a major 
embarrassment for Fiji's Navy which commissioned the high-
tech vessel less than a month ago after it was gifted to Fiji's 
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at a Perth ceremony in March.

In a statement, Fiji's Navy said its first priority was "the safety 
and welfare of all crew onboard and safely recovering the 
vessel".

"A crisis management team has been assembled to oversee 

the situation, with emergency support crews en route and 
secondary support arrangements underway in collaboration with 
our partners," it said.

Australia is helping with the recovery operation, with Fiji's Navy 
deploying another patrol boat to the stricken vessel and 
scrambling to pump water out of the engine room to ensure 
flooding is controlled.

It's not yet clear how seriously it has been damaged, but the 
ABC has been told that any delays in salvaging the vessel could 
exacerbate the damage.
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The RFNS Puamau, pictured here arriving at Suva Harbour in May, is 
Fiji's second Guardian-class patrol boat.(Supplied: Republic of Fiji 
Navy)

Australia handed over the Guardian-class patrol boat RFNS Puamau 
to Fiji at HMAS Stirling in Western Australia earlier this year.(Supplied: 
Department of Defence)

The RFNS Puamau is seen run aground in the south-east of Fiji.
(Supplied: Fiji Ministry of Home Affairs)
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A local witness told the ABC that the passage where the RFNS Puamau ran aground was known to be treacherous, and that 
there were strong easterly winds at the weekend.

They also said that most commercial ferries don't attempt to enter the area.

The Guardian-class patrol boats are popular with Pacific Island governments, which use the Australian-built high-tech vessels 
to survey their vast maritime zones and track illegal fishing.

Nineteen boats have so far been handed over to Pacific nations under the Pacific Maritime Security Program.

But the program has also been plagued by issues — with Pacific Minister Pat Conroy revealing not long after taking office that 
the patrol vessels had several defects including potential problems with the exhaust system.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-12/fiji-navy-patrol-boat-runs-aground-australia-donated-rfns-puamau/103967202

Defence engineers flying to Pacific to repair defective Australian-
built Guardian-class patrol boats
By defence correspondent Andrew Greene

Posted Thu 30 Jun 2022 at 11:40pm updated Fri 1 Jul 2022 at 11:06am

Numerous problems have been identified on Australian-built patrol boats gifted to Pacific Island nations, prompting the Defence 
Department to issue advice on how to "minimise risk" for the countries that operate them.

West Australian-based shipbuilder Austal accepted blame and will pay to fix the defects discovered with its Guardian-class 
patrol boats, including a potential fault in the exhaust system.

Since 2018, Australia has delivered 15 of the vessels to Pacific 
nations under the $2.1 billion Pacific Maritime Security Program 
(PMSP) to help deal with challenges such as illegal fishing.

In a statement, the Defence Department said it recently advised the 
government of an "issue" in the Guardian-class patrol boats 
involving a potential fault in the exhaust system.

The ABC understands the defect is connected to the boat's stern 
tube system, a similar problem that was encountered with Austal's 
Cape class patrol boats several years ago.

The department has also publicly acknowledged for the first time 
other longer-known faults with the Guardian-class fleet, 
including cracking in the coupling between the engine 
and the gearbox, and problems with ventilation in the 
sick bays.

"Under the PMSP, the Guardian Class Patrol Boats are 
the sovereign property of individual Pacific Island 
nations, and each nation will make its own decision on 
whether they choose to continue to operate their 
vessels, or pause operations," the department said in a 
statement.

"Austal and Defence representatives soon will travel to 
Pacific Island nations to assess all vessels and work 
with Pacific Island countries on temporary rectification 
measures ahead of a longer-term solution."Defence 
Industry Minister Pat Conroy said his department was 
working closely with regional neighbours on how to deal 
with the problems.
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Key points:
• Defence Industry Minister Pat Conroy says his 
department is working closely with regional neighbours 
on how to deal with the problems

• He has also taken aim at the previous government 
for keeping the problems hidden and unresolved

• Defence has also for the first time publicly 
acknowledged other longer-known faults with the 
Guardian class fleet

The ABC understands the defect is connected to the boat's stern tube 
system.(Defence Images)
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"The safety of our Pacific partners is of utmost importance, and we are committed to working through all challenges together to 
make sure these boats are safe and operational," Mr Conroy said.

"We understand how important these vessels are for Australia and our partners in the Pacific. The Guardian patrol boats play a 
critical role in maritime surveillance activities as well as detecting and deterring illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing."

An Austal spokesperson said it was working with Defence to develop both temporary measures to fix the boats and long-term 
solutions for the issues with the exhaust systems.

"The supplier of the vessels' exhaust systems is also providing technical advice to both parties," they said.

"In addition, Austal is working with its supplier to prevent the issue from occurring on Guardian-class vessels under 
construction."

Former government accused of hiding problems

Mr Conroy, who also serves as Minister for the Pacific, took aim at the previous government for keeping the problems hidden 
and unresolved.

"This is the latest example of [how] the previous Liberal government was all announcement and no follow-through when it came 
to defence projects," he said.

"Former defence minister Peter Dutton talked a big game on national security but has left yet another mess in defence capability 
for the new government to clean up."

Last year the ABC revealed poor quality aluminium imported from China had delayed Austal's delivery of new $350 million 
evolved Cape class patrol boats to the Royal Australian Navy.

Back in 2017 the ABC also revealed problems with Austal's $330 million Cape class fleet that affected operations of the 
Australian Border Force.

In recent years, several Pacific nations including Papua New Guinea, Samoa and Solomon Islands have damaged their 
Australian-gifted patrol boats during mishaps, such as running aground on reefs.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-07-01/guardian-class-patrol-boat-issues/101197634

Ground strike during a marine pilot transfer, involving Agusta A109, VH-
RUA and ship Tai Keystone, about 240 km north-east of Mackay Airport, 
Queensland, on 7 December 2023 

ATSB Report AO-2023-059 7/12/23

What happened

On 7 December 2023, an Agusta A109E helicopter was conducting a marine pilot transfer operation. While landing on the ship 
Tai Keystone, the aircraft struck a handrail resulting in substantial damage to the tail rotor and minor damage to the vessel.

What the ATSB found

The ATSB found that the handrail had not been removed during the preparation of the helicopter landing site. It was also found 
that the ship’s crew was using an older version of a checklist which did not require their removal. This item was however 
included in the latest version of the International Chamber of Shipping Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations checklist current at 
the time of the occurrence. 
The ATSB also determined that the handrail would have been difficult for the helicopter pilot to detect as it had been painted in 
a colour which did not contrast with the colours used on the ship deck. This was not in accordance with the guidance for 
shipboard helicopter landing sites in the International Chamber of Shipping Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations. Additionally, 
during the landing, the helicopter was not positioned correctly on the helicopter landing site. This resulted in the tail rotor being 
outside the obstacle free zone and striking the handrail.
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It was also identified that the Civil Aviation Safety Authority Advisory Circular 139 Guidelines for heliports - design and operation 
did not include guidance material for the marking of objects, except for wind direction indicators, located on the helicopter 
landing site.
Finally, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority Marine Order 57 – Helicopter operations referenced an outdated version of the 
International Chamber of Shipping Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations.

What has been done as a result

Taiwan Navigation Co. Ltd, have updated their helicopter/ship operation safety checklist to include the following checklist items:

•the deck party is aware that a landing is to be made
•the operating area is free of heavy spray or seas on deck
•the side rails and, where necessary, awnings, stanchions and other obstructions have been lowered or removed
•all personnel been warned to keep clear of rotors and exhausts
•the ship operator will now be notified of updates to the International Chamber of Shipping Guide to Helicopter/Ship Operations 
when new versions are published.

Jayrow Helicopters have amended their procedures to ensure that helicopter pilots are provided with visual representation of 
each individual vessel helicopter landing site prior to departure. They were also developing a new pilot checklist that included a 
requirement to ensure no obstacles existed in the helicopter landing area.
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority noted the reference to the outdated guide and will include this for correction in a 
planned review of Marine Order 57.

Safety message

It is the responsibility of the pilot in command to ensure that a landing area is safe. Where possible, helicopter pilots should 
attempt to gather as much information about the helicopter landing site (HLS) prior to departure and conduct an inspection of 
the intended landing area before commencing an approach to land. Photographs and obstacle maps of the HLS can be a 
valuable source of information to assist helicopter pilots with threat identification.
Objects that present a threat to a landing helicopter that are retractable, collapsible or removable should be painted in an 
appropriate colour to ensure they are visible if forgotten or missed. The use of reflective tape or lighting also increases the 
visibility of these objects.
Additionally, vessel operators should ensure their procedures and the landing area on the ship are aligned with the relevant 
guidance material.
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Cape Jervis and Kangaroo Island Ports Upgrade 
Project Update - July 2024 

Major works to upgrade the port infrastructure at Cape Jervis and Penneshaw are underway, and we are making good progress. 
This update provides an overview of key activities scheduled over the coming months and how we are working to minimise 
impacts on the environment, the community and tourism.

Cape Jervis update 

Works to construct the rock anchors, that 
provide stability to the new structure, are 
continuing. In June, we brought additional 
construction equipment to site, including 
marine barges and a piling rig. We can then 
construct a piling platform adjacent to the 
SeaLink terminal building and begin piling.

Piling works will mostly be undertaken at 
night to minimise any interface with ferry 
services. We are doing all we can to reduce 
noise, however, some noise can still be 
expected throughout piling works.

Penneshaw update 

Site facilities have been set up on North 
Terrace and changed traffic conditions are in 
place to ensure public and worker safety in 
and around work zones. Bus parking remains 
near the terminal and some additional casual 
parking has been created on Bay Terrace to 
accommodate visitors to the terminal precinct. A new temporary operational access point for SeaLink staff has been installed. A 
site layout map can be found in the latest project update on the project webpage. 

Following the installation of a temporary gangway, works to demolish the remaining identified sections of the Penneshaw jetty 
will continue through July. Construction of the upgraded and realigned jetty is set to commence later in the year.

A significant portion of works will need to be undertaken at night in order to limit impacts to ferry services. Every effort will be 
made to minimise the impact of night works in the community and to the environment by utilising noise and light management 
tools, such as directional lighting and noise suppression blankets.

Temporary electronic signs have been installed at the Penneshaw harbour precinct. These signs will be used to 
provide important information about upcoming works, including night works. We also encourage you to subscribe for 
project updates at www.dit.sa.gov.au/kiports

Those registered will receive regular project updates, as well as advance notice of all upcoming night works in 
Penneshaw.

Protecting the environment

We understand that the waters surrounding the project sites are located within the Encounter Marine Park and border Backstairs 
Passage. While these waters are a migratory path for Southern Right Whales (Eubalaena australis) and Humpback Whales 
(Megaptera novaeangliae), the high level of marine traffic and disturbance at both ports means that the project footprint is 
generally unfavourable for native fauna, other than the Little Penguins and Hooded Plovers.

We know Little Penguins (Eudyptula minor) are active in the vicinity of the Penneshaw site area all year-round. We have 
enjoyed working closely with the Penneshaw Penguin Centre to learn more about the Little Penguins and how they move in the 
area.

Surveys have been undertaken in partnership with the Penneshaw Penguin Centre and the KI Landscape Board, to determine 
the presence of nearby burrows. The findings outlined in these surveys have informed our construction methodology and 
mitigation measures. We also have clear processes in place to ensure the safety of marine life if any were to stray into the work 
zone.
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Works underway at the Cape Jervis Port precinct DIT
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Mitigating environmental impacts 

Some of the mitigation measures that we will implement include:

• Noise management practices, such as the use of bored piles, to minimise vibrational and noise disturbances. 

• Use of directional lighting, which will focus on the work site and be directed away from identified burrows. 

• Inclusion of Little Penguin specific information in site inductions to ensure all workers are aware of the presence of the 
penguins and nearby burrows. 

We will continue to work closely with the Penneshaw Penguin Centre to review our mitigation and construction 
methodology, ensuring we protect and safeguard the unique environment of Kangaroo Island.

Cruise ship update

We know how important the cruise ship industry is to Kangaroo Island and we have made a commitment to ensure cruise ship 
tenders can continue to berth at Penneshaw during the Port Upgrade.

Along with our contractor, we have been investigating possible interim solutions for cruise ship tenders at Penneshaw. Options 
considered included Christmas Cove Marina and a temporary facility within the Penneshaw Port, adjacent the current facility.
To assist with these investigations, site surveys were undertaken in the area, as well as meetings with key stakeholders such as 
the South Australian Tourism Commission, the Kangaroo Island Tourism Alliance and KI Council.

It has been determined that temporary facilities within the Penneshaw Port is the most suitable solution. These facilities will be 
in place ready to be used for cruise ship tender berthing when cruises resume in October 2024. This option will ensure 
uninterrupted tourism to Kangaroo Island, while allowing construction of the new berthing and mooring infrastructure to continue. 
We’ll provide more information on these temporary cruise ship tender facilities closer to the time.

On completion of the project, the existing cruise ship landing and realigned jetty will reopen to the public, ensuring a 
seamless transition and access for cruise ship passengers to explore Kangaroo Island.

Email from Department for Infrastructure and Transport 2nd July 2024
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The One and All at the Kingscote Jetty 5th June 2009. The loading bridge structure is now removed and the jetty structure repaired.
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Additions to the Paul McGuire Collection May and June 2024

Chasing the Bounty : the voyages of the Pandora and Matavy / edited by Donald A. Maxton. Jefferson, North Carolina : 
McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, [2020]

China's law of the sea : the new rules of maritime order / Isaac B. Kardon. New Haven [Connecticut] : Yale University Press, 
2023

The complete yachtmaster : sailing, seamanship and navigation for the modern yacht skipper / Tom Cunliffe. 10th ed. London : 
Adlard Coles, 2021.

Marine diesel basics 1. maintenance, lay-up, winter protection, tropical storage, spring recommission / written and illustrated by 
Dennison Berwick. Toronto, Ontario, Canada : Voyage Press, 2022.

Oceanography textbook : essentials of marine science / Alan Garrison. Paris : Financementor, [2021]

Maritime mobilities in Anglophone literature and culture / Alexandra Ganser, Charne Lavery, editors. Cham, Switzerland : 
Palgrave Macmillan, [2023]

Off shore : perspectives on atlantic pleasure travel since the 19th century / edited by Birgit Braasch and Claudia Müller. Zürich : 
LIT Verlag, [2020]

Twilight of the Gods : war in the Western Pacific, 1944-1945 / Ian W. Toll. New York : Norton [2020]

A voyage for madmen / Peter Nichols. New York : Harper Perennial, 2002.

Kingdom of the isles : Scotland's western seaboard, c.1100-c.1336 / R. Andrew McDonald. Edinburgh : John Donald, 2008. 

Richard Moriarty
Senior Collection Development Librarian
State Library of South Australia
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The Cape Willoughby Light stands guard over the eastern approach to Backstairs Passage.
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