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Presidents Report January 2025

Greetings to you all, and I 
hope you are all well, and 
keeping adequately cool.  A 
cool drink now and then might 
help!

Just twelve members enjoyed  
a superb luncheon at the Royal 
Oak, Clarendon, in November, 
it was well worth the drive to a 
beautiful old pub.Thank you 
once again, Hayley.

Mark Coconut Sinclair is now reunited with his 
yacht, and will be shadowing Dan Turner in his 5.8 
m yacht "Immortal Game", as he competes in the 
Mini Globe solo race around the World, which 
started from Lagos, Portugal, on 28th December.  
I'm sure we'll see them back here one day.

We can look forward to Sunday, 2nd February, and 
our combined AGM and BBQ, taking place at the 
RSAYS in the SE BBQ area.  Usually the business 
side is not too tiresome, but it is always a pleasant 
afternoon, so please come along.

Time to get this little effort mobile to you, hope to 
see you all soon. 

Regards, Julian.

A rare bird: an Australian registered Cruise Ship!

The Broome based Coral Adventurer, a 120 guest cruise ship, 
visited Kingscote, Kangaroo Island on 3rd December 2024 en-
route from Robe to Port McDonnell.  It is pictured here inside 
the Spit.  The ship was on a passage from Adelaide to 
Melbourne then on around Tasmania, and finally to New 
Zealand.

120 passengers seems to me to be a much more pleasant 
number than the 3000 – 4000 passenger ships that come into 
Penneshaw.  It has up to 48 crew.

Speaking of which a tender from the Crown Princess ran 
aground on Hog Bay Beach at Penneshaw on 18th December, 
a few days later.  The story is later in the Traverse Board.

The oldest operating steamship in North America, the Segwun along 
side its much more recent mate, MV Winonah II at Gravenshurst, 
Ontario, Canada.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Damaged Leeuwin to set sail again
Matt Zis

Minus its 33m-high main mast and completely stripped of its rigging, WA’s beloved Leeuwin looks anything but a tall 
training ship.

But with her deck completely debris-free and scrubbed as well as can be, the moment has arrived for the recovering STS 
Leeuwin II to return to open seas for the first time since that catastrophic collision with a massive container ship almost 
eight weeks ago.

Captain James Rakich and a small crew will be on board for today’s one-hour shakedown sail, which is done to test the 
performance of the vessel.

The plan is to untie from Fremantle Harbour’s B Berth about 8am and head no further than the waters just off Fremantle.

But for the Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation’s staff, volunteers and supporters, it represents another significant and 
symbolic step towards having the iconic training ship sail again.

Volunteers who helped clear away the debris in recent weeks will be among those on board for the short but sweet trip.

The impact from cargo ship Maersk Shekou about 6am on August 30 left the Leeuwin, which was anchored in Fremantle 
Harbour and with two crew asleep on board, with broken masts, rigging and debris strewn across the deck.

The ship masts, spars and rigging were all left significantly damaged and have since been removed. Fortunately, the hull 
of the ship remained intact and watertight.

An investigation into the incident by Fremantle Ports, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau remains ongoing.

https://editions.perthnow.com.au/ccidist-ws/wan/wan_western-suburbs/issues/12780/OPS/GO34T3J78.1+GUG4T9F7Q.1.html
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Leeuwin leaving port: By Jordancully at en.wikipedia, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=13636563
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The ‘Lucky Eyre’ 
https://tports.com/

The transhipment vessel (TSV), MV Lucky Eyre, loads grain from port and unloads onto deep water vessels five nautical 
miles from the port. It is capable of loading up to Panamax size vessels.

The Lucky Eyre is an 87-metre self-propelled, self-discharging vessel with a capacity of 3,200 tonnes and a nameplate 
loading capacity of up to 1,200 tonnes per hour.

The design of the vessel is based on previously designed and built vessels, including the MV Aburri, which has been 
used for the past 20 years for transhipment of lead nitrate in northern Queensland.

Previously unseen in Australia for grain exports, the use of a transhipment vessel means T-Ports requires less than four 
metres of depth in the harbour, eliminating the need for major jetty structures and other port infrastructure.

T-Ports transhipment technology is capable of operating in seas of up to 5m wave height and 30 knot winds.

A transhipment port facility has a much lower environmental 
footprint, reducing the ecological disturbance in comparison 
to deep water facilities.

Due to the port being located close to the product, these 
facilities substantially reduce the road haulage distances, 
hence reducing the cost to government for road repairs and 
maintenance and reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
considerably.

Resources that are uneconomical due to long 
haulage distances, and the cost of same, become 
economical when the port is moved significantly closer to 
the product.

 Fully designed and constructed under T-Ports order, commissioned March 2020.

 87m in length, 18m breadth.

 Self-discharging at 1,200tph (2 x 600tph bucket elevators).

 Self-propelled, quad screw with 4 x 625Hp drive motors, bow thrusters.

 Zero ballast, full ocean-going capabilities.

 3,200 tonnes of wheat capacity

 Stern ramp / RORO capability

 8 Crew, T-Ports employees.

 1.8m draft empty, 3.9m draft fully laden.

 Travelling gantry scraper feed into elevator hoppers.
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Photo: T_Ports

Lucky Eyre at the Lucky Bay port.  Photo T-Ports
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USCGC Polar Star Departs Sydney on Antarctic Resupply Mission

Mike Schuler

January 2, 2025

The U.S. Coast Guard’s only heavy icebreaker, USCGC Polar Star (WAGB 10), has departed Sydney to begin its 
Antarctic mission supporting Operation Deep Freeze 2025. The departure marks the vessel’s 28th voyage to Antarctica, 
where it will play a crucial role in resupplying U.S. research stations.

Before departing Australia on Friday, the Polar Star conducted a logistics stop at HMAS Kuttabul on December 21, taking 
on fuel and supplies while hosting tours for U.S. diplomatic personnel.

“The success of Operation Deep Freeze relies on strong collaboration with our international partners,” said Capt. Jeff 
Rasnake, Polar Star’s commanding officer. “The future of scientific excellence in Antarctica is safeguarded by our joint 
commitment to cooperative research and protecting the Antarctic environment.”

The mission, considered one of the U.S. military’s most challenging peacetime operations, involves breaking ice to 
facilitate the resupply of McMurdo Station and other U.S. Antarctic research facilities. The joint operation includes 
personnel from the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, and Navy working through Joint Task Force-Support Forces Antarctica.

The aging Polar Star, commissioned in 1976, remains the backbone of America’s polar operations. Despite its 75,000 
horsepower and icebreaking capabilities, the vessel’s age highlights the pressing need for fleet modernization. The 
Coast Guard has identified a requirement for eight to nine polar icebreakers to meet operational needs, but relief isn’t 
coming soon. The first Polar Security Cutter, initially planned for 2024, has been delayed until at least 2030.

In response to these challenges, the Coast Guard has recently acquired the commercial icebreaker Aiviq for $125 
million, which will be commissioned as Coast Guard Cutter Storis (WAGB 21) and based in Juneau, Alaska.

The Polar Star began its current deployment from Seattle on November 22, covering approximately 7,000 miles with 
stops in Honolulu and Sydney. During its Pacific transit, the crew achieved a rare maritime milestone, crossing “The X” – 
the intersection of the equator and international date line.

https://gcaptain.com/uscgc-polar-star-departs-sydney-on-antarctic-resupply-mission/
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U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Polar Star (WAGB 10) sits moored at Royal Australian Naval Base HMAS Kuttabul in Sydney, Dec. 23, 2024. U.S. 
Coast Guard Photo
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Austal Tapped to Build Australia’s New Heavy Landing Craft

Mike Schuler

November 26, 2024

Austal Limited (ASX: ASB) has been selected to construct eight Landing Craft Heavy vessels based on Damen’s Landing 
Ship Transport 100 (LST100) design.

The vessels will be built at the Henderson Defence Precinct in Western Australia, marking a crucial step toward 
establishing continuous naval shipbuilding operations in the region.

“This is great news for the Australian Defence Force and all industry stakeholders,” said Austal Limited Chief Executive 
Paddy Gregg, highlighting the government’s commitment to strengthening Western Australia’s naval shipbuilding 
capabilities.

The LST100 vessels will feature impressive specifications, including a 3,900-tonne displacement, 100-meter length, and 
16-meter beam.

The versatile craft will be equipped for multiple operations, from troop transport to humanitarian assistance. Each vessel 
will boast a cargo capacity of over 500 tonnes, capable of transporting six Abrams Tanks, 11 Redback Infantry Fighting 
Vehicles, or 26 HIMARS, along with advanced self-defence systems and Australian military communications.

“Importantly, these vessels will be built in Australia, from Australian steel,” said Pat Conroy, Minister for Defence Industry 
and Capability Delivery. “This project is an important part of our plans for continuous naval shipbuilding in both 
South Australia and Western Australia, which is creating thousands of well-paid and high-skilled jobs.

Construction is scheduled to commence in 2026, following successful commercial negotiations and demonstrated 
performance under the Strategic Shipbuilding Agreement.

The project follows the anticipated Landing Craft Medium contract, set to begin in 2025.

https://gcaptain.com/austal-tapped-to-build-australias-new-heavy-landing-craft/
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The Damen Landing Ship Transport 100 (LST100) has been selected as the preferred option for the Australian Defence Forces’ Landing Craft Heavy 
capability, to be constructed by Austal Australia. Australia Defense Force



Traverse Board January 2025

New Zealand Launches Critical Salvage Operation for Sunken Navy Vessel in Samoa

Mike Schuler

December 17, 2024

The New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) has initiated a complex salvage operation to recover fuel and pollutants from 
the HMNZS Manawanui, which sank off Samoa’s coast in October.

Commodore Andrew Brown, NZDF’s Senior National Representative for Operation Resolution, announced the arrival of 
specialized salvage equipment in Apia, Samoa, marking a crucial phase in the recovery efforts. The operation faces 
multiple challenges, including strict weather limitations and necessary governmental approvals.

“Essential engineering configuration changes and equipment preparation is underway,” Brown explained, detailing the 
conversion of the salvage barge from cargo to operational diving mode. NZDF has deployed specialist engineering and 
dive personnel to oversee the technical aspects of the operation.

The incident, which occurred on October 5, 2024, resulted from a catastrophic series of events involving the ship’s 
autopilot system. Operating in challenging conditions with winds up to 25 knots, the vessel experienced an uncontrolled 
deviation from its course. The situation escalated when crew members misidentified the cause as a thruster failure, while 
the ship remained in autopilot mode.

Captain Yvonne Gray’s is credited with saving 75 lives for her quick decision to abandon ship. The vessel ultimately 
succumbed to multiple fires, capsizing and sinking in the early hours of October 6.
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Royal Navy New Zealand divers on the scene above HMNZS Manawanui, off the Southern coast of Upulo, Samoa. Photo released October 11, 2024.

https://gcaptain.com/author/mike/
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The salvage operation’s timeline remains dependent on weather conditions, with strict operational limits established for 
anchoring, crane operations, and diving activities. Once preparatory work in Apia concludes, the salvage barge will be 
positioned at the wreck site on Samoa’s southwest coast to commence the removal of hazardous materials.

“The safe removal of fuel and other pollutants from HMNZS Manawanui is absolutely critical. New Zealand is determined 
to do the right thing as we know how important the coastal and marine environments are to the people of Samoa, 
especially those on the south west coast of Upolu,” added Commodore Brown.

https://gcaptain.com/new-zealand-launches-critical-salvage-operation-for-sunken-navy-vessel-in-samoa/

Cruise Ship Tender Boat Runs Aground, Passengers Don Life Jackets
By Lissa Poirot Dec 19, 2024

Passengers traded deck shoes for a daring wade when their tender boat sputtered and stranded them near Kangaroo 
Island, Australia.

Over 30 guests of Princess Cruise’s Crown Princess, taking an excursion to the natural wildlife destination off the coast 
of South Australia, were onboard the tender when engine failure ran the boat into the sand on December 18, 2024.

The fully clothed passengers were forced to wade through thigh-deep water in rough surf to reach the beach and connect 
to Penneshaw Ferry Terminal to meet their excursions.

Bystanders on the beach filmed the incident and took to social media, where one said her brother and sister-in-law were 
one of those forced to walk ashore. 

“They had to put their life jackets on and jump into thigh-deep water and wade into the beach,” she posted. “Of course, 
they missed their excursion.”

However, local news reported the passengers were able to complete their tour of the island, which is famous for its 
rugged landscapes, pristine beaches, and national parks like Flinders Chase National Park, which features impressive 
rock formations.

Former visitors to the island were not surprised the tender experienced trouble saying summer winds and surf have been 
cause for ships to skip the island in the past. 
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Crown Princess tender (Photo Credit: Shirlene Keen)
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“We were supposed to go to KI in March on a P&O cruise, but weather was too bad and rough seas that we missed 
stopping there altogether,” commented one former cruiser.

Another said she had a similar situation take place on her excursion. “Happened on the 4th of December as well, also at 
Kangaroo Island on the Diamond Princess. Tender boat number 16 had engine trouble and ran onto the rocks at 
Penneshaw.”

The Crown Princess  tender was towed back to the 3,000-passenger ship by a Kangaroo Island Ocean Safari small 
vessel that was in the area. 

https://www.cruisehive.com/cruise-ship-tender-boat-runs-aground-passengers-don-life-jackets/154332
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Some of the equipment being used in the remodelling of the Penneshaw jetty for Sealink’s new ferries.  

The tender that hit the rocks probably hit the breakwater that can be seen at the top left of the photo.  

The tenders are using a temporary pontoon behind this breakwater further to the left of the photo rather than 
the pontoon at the jetty end which is impossible to access due to a lack of jetty.  The tenders have little space 
to manoeuvre while the works proceed. 

The existing pontoon can just be seen behind McMahon Services work platform.  

This pontoon will return to service once the works have been completed later this year and a new connection 
is provided to the remaining jetty..
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