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Australia.

Presidents Report March 2025

Greetings to you all, and still in 
beautiful weather, here at 
least, unless you are waiting 
for rain, or wondering what a 
cyclone might do to 
Queensland in the next few 
days.

I have just read again the 
previous Traverse Board, 
always so much interesting 
stuff in there, well done Neil.

Our AGM at the beginning of February succeeded in 
ensuring that the Friends are in a secure  position, 
finances included as indicated by Treasurer Neil.  
We were only six in number, brought about by the 
very hot weather, but it was a pleasant time topped 
off with the BBQ.  Officers remain as before, thank 
you for your confidence.

Our next meeting will be at the Exeter Hotel, Exeter, 
and I believe Neil has found a DVD about the coast 
of New Zealand, should be very interesting, and I 
look forward to seeing all of you there, if possible.  
That will be on Tuesday, March 25th, about 6pm, in 
the "shed"at the back, with plenty of parking.

At a date to be selected, we are considering a little 
cruise on the "Oscar W", down at Goolwa, including 
lunch, of course.  Details of this will be announced in 
the next TB.

That's all from me for now, so I wish you all well as 
we drift into Autumn.

Regards to you all, Julian. 

NZ Maritime Heritage

Tuesday 25th March 2025 

Join us at the Exeter Hotel for dinner 
followed by a short film about the maritime 

heritage of a section of New Zealand’s coast.

Dinner 6:00pm

Film: 7:30pm

Please book with Neil (0418821331) or Julian 
(0414365294)
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This month we have the story of an unfortunate incident which 
occurred when 3 Fisheries Officers attempted to board the 
Tacoma off Thistle Island.  Fortunately the Fisheries Officers 
who fell into the sea were rescued, but the incident brings into 
question the need to board fishing vessels at sea rather than at 
the wharf.
Congratulations to my next door neighbour in Kingscote, 
Andrew Neighbour, for the honour he received in connection 
with his business, Kangaroo Island Marine Adventures, and his 
work with Dolphin Watch.
Tasmania's last river steamer, the MV Cartela, partially sunk at 
her berth in Franklin, south of Hobart, recently.  While there 
has long been a plan to restore the ship is the sinking a further 
setback?
Finally what is the Chinese Navy doing in the South Pacific?
Bloomberg opines it is to test the new USA President.

The PS Oscar W heading upstream on one of its one hour sightseeing 
cruises.   We are considering a visit to Goolwa and the Oscar W in 
May.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Fisheries’ boarding practice questioned after Tacoma incident at Port Lincoln

14/02/2025  Charlotte Martin The Islander

A Fisheries compliance boat capsized 
while attempting to board the MFV Tacoma 
tuna fishing boat north of Thistle Island,  
near Port Lincoln, resulting in three officers  
in the water – one for a short time 
appearing to be caught under the capsized 
boat.

Tacoma skipper Ross Haldane recounted 
the event on Sunday, Feb. 2, which 
included a combination of Australian 
Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
and Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions (PIRSA) fisheries officers.

The incident is now being investigated. 
There were no injuries.

Officers attempted to board the Tacoma, 
which was on an easterly course at a 
speed of about 7.6 knots.

Tacoma skipper Ross Haldane said the 
vessel had been contacted on channel 
16 VHF radio and was instructed to hold 
its course and speed, and was informed 
the crew of the Southern Ranger would 
be making a visit.

“Tacoma complied with this instruction 
and while the attempt was being made, 
the boarding vessel (tender boat 
Remora) was swamped and capsized 
during this reckless maneuver,” he said.

“We were operating as a tuna catching 
vessel under AFMA quota system; the 
only reason for them to board would be 
to inspect our books, our paperwork and 
also to inspect our fridge and food 
storage area to make sure that we didn’t 
contain any fish other than southern 
bluefin.

“Under the Commonwealth regulations, 
Tacoma is only allowed to catch southern 
bluefin tuna, no other species of fish.”

Mr Haldane believed this particular 
clause in the Commonwealth Fisheries 
Management Act was the root cause of 
the incident.

“Without that single fish species catch ban, there was no logical reason for anybody to attempt such a reckless act of 
boarding the vessel while at sea and underway,” he said.
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A fisheries officer was rescued and taken back to the Southern Ranger vessel after a 
boarding vessel capsized on Feb. 2 as fisheries officers attempted to board the 
Tacoma at Thistle Island. (Supplied)
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“If the Commonwealth Fisheries Act was changed to allow commercial fishers to catch what everybody else in Australia is 
allowed to catch, which is the recreational boat limit, then much of the negative interaction between the commercial fishing 
fleet and the compliance section would be removed.

“This marine incident occurred on a flat calm day in broad daylight, which illustrates that the boarding at sea is not without 
risk, the PIRSA and the AFMA crew undertake such activities at night, which makes the whole exercise safety madness.”

AFMA had conducted seven state/Commonwealth fishing vessel boardings, without incident, before boarding the MFV 
Tacoma as part of an operation, and an AFMA spokesperson said at-sea boardings of Commonwealth-licensed fishing 
vessels were conducted routinely as part of AFMA’s monitoring, compliance and enforcement programs.

“The boarding was part of a routine joint operation between AFMA and PIRSA,” they said.

“The incident is under review by AFMA, PIRSA, SafeWork SA and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.”

A PIRSA spokesperson said it was investigating the incident involving one of its fisheries patrol vessels.Page Page

“Fisheries officers onboard fisheries patrol vessel Remora commenced a routine boarding of a commercial southern 
bluefin tuna vessel north of Thistle Island, near Port Lincoln when Remora rolled,” they said.

“The three fisheries officers on board Remora were not injured and safely retrieved. There has been no major damage 
caused to either vessel.

“SafeWork SA and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority have been advised as per standard protocols, and an internal 
incident review has commenced.”

Mr Haldane said the commercial fishing industry has been lobbying for quite some time for boarding activities to cease.

He said matters of paperwork could be handled in the safety of a harbour or at a boat ramp.

“After this near fatal accident with three people in the water, one of them for a short time trapped underneath the boat, it’s 
time for this practice to stop.”

Mr Haldane has been a long-time advocate of sustainable fisheries management, having worked in the Spencer Gulf 
Prawn Fishery to bring it to a status of one of the better managed fisheries in the world.

He hoped this near tragic accident would be a timely reminder things needed to change.

“We ended up with an AFMA officer on our boat and she was clearly traumatised by the event, we were able to launch our 
wooden 60-year-old dinghy and row her back to the Southern Ranger,” he recalled.

“A recent research project into the mental health of the fishing industry has identified the fishing industry has a high level of 
mental health challenges compared to most other primary industries [and] the continuation of these marine boardings are 
a contributing factor to this situation.

“The Tacoma tragically lost a man off its back 
deck in 1957, Keith Bellamy was lost off the 
Tacoma, it all happened so quick and within 
three minutes a fisherman was lost.”

Mr Haldane said seeing the officer under the 
boat made memories of the tragic accident in 
1957 flash through his mind.

“When this incident happened on Sunday and I 
saw the boat capsize and the man get trapped 
under the boat, I remembered being 13 and 
hearing my father on the radio saying Keith 
Bellamy had been lost at sea,” he said.

“The solution to this particular problem is not 
better training for officers to board our vessels, 
it’s to cease this practice altogether because 
there’s no logical reason for it.”
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KI Marine Adventures ranked Top 10 Ethical Wildlife experiences in world

26/02/2025

Andrew Neighour, back right, hosts the Kangaroo Island/Victor Harbor Dolphin Watch survey at Dashwood Bay in February last year. (Picture: 
Phyll Bartram)

Hearty congratulations to Andrew Neighbour of Kangaroo Island Marine Adventures on recent global recognition by 
Escape – Australia’s No 1 travel brand.

What a magnificent accolade to be ranked in the Top 10 Ethical Wildlife experiences around the world and to be listed as 
No 1 is absolutely fantastic!

How wonderful to see Kangaroo Island’s experience included with such global icons as the Galapagos Islands, Elephant 
Safaris in Kenya, Polar Bears in Canada and others.

Andrew’s efforts over the years to have proper protections put in place for Kangaroo Island’s north coast dolphin 
population groups, often with minimal assistance to date from the authorities entrusted with their welfare, are to be 
commended.

His commitment to educating the boating community, both local and visiting boat owners, about the marine mammal 
regulations in place to offer protection to the marine fauna in our waters has been long term and on occasions difficult, but 
he has not wavered.

Similarly his courageous stance against potentially damaging invasive research techniques is to be greatly admired.

Andrew’s outstanding help, support, sponsorship and faith in Kangaroo Island/Victor Harbor Dolphin Watch for nearly 20 
years and his unstinting efforts to work towards Cetacean rights, dolphin conservation and habitat protection in the 
remarkable Mission Blue Kangaroo Island North Coast Hope Spot have been a game changer.

Well done and thank you Andrew and staff.

We salute you!

Tony Bartram, coordinator for Kangaroo Island/Victor Harbor Dolphin Watch 

(Letter to the Editor in The Islander 27/02/2025 – Andrew is my next door neighbour in Kingscote)
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Cartela trust in 'final stages of considering a recovery plan' for partially sunken 
historic ship

•
By Meg Whitfield  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-02-19/tas-cartela-ship-in-final-stages-of-considering-a-recovery-plan/

104953462?sfnsn=mo
• Maritime Accidents and Incidents

Wednesday 19 February

In short:
Tasmania's last river steamer — the MV Cartela — partially sunk at her berth in Franklin, south of Hobart, last 
week.
There has long been a plan to restore the ship but the trust handling the project says the sinking is a further 
setback.

What's next?

The trust says it wants to "stabilise the vessel with slings and commence pumping" but the recovery will be complex and 
needs approval from multiple government agencies.

The trust overseeing the restoration of a 
historically significant, currently part-
sunken Tasmanian wooden steamship 
says it is in the "final stages of considering 
a recovery plan" to haul it up.Last 
Thursday, the MV Cartela took on water 
and partially sunk after its onboard warning 
systems failed.

It remains on its side at its berth at 
Franklin, in Tasmania's Huon Valley. 

In an update shared to social media, the 
Steam Ship Cartela Trust said it had 
"sought independent expert advice", and 
was "in the final stages of considering a 
recovery plan" — noting it would need to 

be submitted to several government agencies for review and approval.

"Without going into specifics at this time, the plan is to stabilise the vessel using slings and then commence pumping," the 
trust said on Facebook.

"This will likely involve the prior removal of some of her upperworks, which was planned anyway, so as to afford better 
access and improve safety for those working onboard."

The trust said it would be a "very complex undertaking, noting the sensitivity of it occurring in a conservation zone," among 
other factors.

"We are hopeful of a positive outcome and are carefully balancing the need to respond quickly, but in an informed manner 
with the lowest possible risk for Cartela and those working on her."

The ship was set to be refloated late last week, but issues encountered by the salvage crew meant it was not possible.

In February 2023, the state government announced a $1 million grant for the ship's restoration — making up a portion of 
the estimated $5 million needed to make it operational once more.

However, the trust has faced some criticism over a lack of progress in the overall restoration of the vessel, even before the 
partial sinking.

"Like you, we share a deep connection with Cartela and are doing our utmost to ensure her future, but note that recent 
events have been quite distressing and that there has been some questioning of the trust's motives and actions," the trust 
said on Facebook.

"We accept these are legitimate questions, and are happy to engage via the comments [on Facebook], but ask that 
posts/questions remain respectful."

The MV Cartela is a former passenger ship built in 1912, the same year as the Titanic.
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The historic steamship MV Cartela as it appeared on Wednesday. (ABC News: Luke Bowden)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/meg-whitfield/14040834
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Over its life, it was conscripted to serve as a Royal Australian Navy vessel during World War I, as well as being used to 
ferry people across the River Derwent after the Tasman Bridge collapse of 1975.

Also having been used as a function venue, Cartela 
left service in 2014, and for a number of years plans 
have been underway to restore it to its former glory.

Cartela steamship restoration stalled

A passionate group of Tasmanians who have 
dedicated themselves to getting Cartela, a historic 
wooden steamship, restored say they are running out 
of time.

Speaking on ABC radio earlier this week, trust 
director Jude Franks said just $100,000 of that 
funding had been used at this stage, unlocked for 
specific milestones, with this incident a further blow 
to its repairs.

"It's a really complex heritage project, and it needs 
careful planning, expert input," she said.

"And we have actually come to a roadblock nearly every time we've got to a point that we will be going forwards."

She said despite appreciating the "poor old girl" appeared to be sitting at Franklin with "nothing happening", the trust had 
not been "sitting on our hands through that time".

"Basically, we were almost ready to go with that next phase, which … was to bring Cartela to Battery Point [in Hobart] and 
to start the slipping process and to finally get her out of the water," she said.

"But, quite frankly, when it's government funds, there needs to be some due diligence around how those are cared for and 
looked after, and those milestones took a while to establish."

On Wednesday afternoon, Hobart City 
Council's planning authority committee 
approved a development application for 
slipyard works involving the Cartela.

The proposal included slipping the 
steamship at Hunter's Slipyard for hull 
maintenance and repairs, including 
replacing deteriorating planking and bolts.

The work is expected to take two years to 
complete, but the permit does not impose a 
time limit.

Project's funds are 'in the bank', to be 
handed out as project progresses, Franks 
says

Ms Franks said while "unfortunately they 
didn't work on this occasion", keeping 
things like the pumps and alarms 
operational was one area where some of the money had been spent, as well as on engaging engineers, planners, and 
heritage experts — with the assistance of a lot of pro-bono work aiding progress.

Where has the $1 million to save the Cartela gone?

"But there certainly has been a preliminary amount of money that needed to happen for us to understand the engineering 
capacity, for example, of the slip that we're coming to."

She said the rest of the funds were "in the bank, with State Growth", ready to be accessed as the project progressed.

"Obviously, there's going to be some change to the way that we need to actually use that money to refloat Cartela as well, 
pushing forward."
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Trust director Jude Franks says the restoration is a complex process. (ABC News: Luke Bowden)

The Cartela at Franklin before it took on water. (ABC News: Luke Bowden)
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China’s Navy Drills Near US Allies Seen as Test for Trump

By Bloomberg News February 28, 2025

A spate of drills by China’s military in the Indo-Pacific is testing the Trump administration’s commitment to regional security 
soon after its actions raised doubts about its alliances with European nations. 

The People’s Liberation Army has conducted shooting drills off the coasts of Australia, Vietnam and Taiwan over the past 
week. While the Chinese actions took place in international waters off Australia and Taiwan, they raised concerns over 
Beijing’s intentions — and whether the US will respond. 

“This is China testing the waters to see where the new boundaries are now that we are in the Trump 2.0 era of amorphous 
and pay-to-play US security guarantees,” said Wen-Ti Sung  ,   a nonresident fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Global China 
Hub. 

President Donald Trump’s sudden outreach to Russia, his ramped-up criticism of long-standing NATO allies and moves to 
raise tariffs have fueled doubts about whether the new administration remains a trusted security partner in other parts of 
the world. 

Beijing has taken notice of the cracks in US alliance, with a Thursday commentary from the official Xinhua News Agency 
warning that “being America’s ally is fatal.”

While China is generally the top trading partner for nations in the Indo-Pacific region, the US is seen as a security 
guarantor in capitals from Tokyo to Singapore. 

China typically keeps its military exercise locations vague, except when they take place in its jurisdictional waters. 

Australia and New Zealand said Beijing didn’t give them sufficient time to respond to the PLA’s notification. Australia had to 
quickly divert some commercial flights to avoid the area where Chinese naval ships were firing. 

Taipei, meanwhile, said it didn’t get advanced notice and warned that Beijing’s maneuvers would pose a danger to 
airplanes and ships in the area. 
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The Jiangkai-class frigate Hengyang was among the Chinese flotilla sailing east of Sydney. Photo: ABC / Department of Defence
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Chinese officials haven’t given a specific reason for the latest exercises. In response to questions from Bloomberg, 
China’s Defense Ministry pointed to its spokesman’s remarks at a Thursday’s press briefing, when he reiterated Beijing’s 
position that its activities have been in line with international law.

Just off the mainland, Taiwan regularly finds itself under pressure from the PLA. But China’s navy has also “continued to 
grow its ability to perform missions beyond the First Island Chain,” the Pentagon said in a December report, referring to a 
string of archipelagos stretching from southern Japan to the northern Philippines. 

China’s Global Times cited military affairs commentator Song Zhongping saying the country’s naval exercises “are 
expected to become more frequent, and some countries should adjust to this trend.”

It’s not the first time China’s navy has operated far from its coast. The PLA has undertaken anti-piracy missions in the Gulf 
of Aden and the Red Sea. But this time “there are no pirates to deter” in waters off Australia and New Zealand, said Drew 
Thompson, a senior fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore. 

That makes the PLA Navy’s “show of force against two countries that do not threaten China seem aggressive and without 
a clear purpose,” Thompson added, referring to New Zealand and Australia. 

Even before the latest drills, China and Australia had seen an increase in military tensions after Australia’s navy undertook 
“freedom of navigation” operations in the South China Sea, including sailing through the Taiwan Strait last year. 

This month Australia also accused the Chinese air force of an “unsafe and unprofessional interaction” with one of its 
military aircraft over the South China Sea, which Beijing claims as its territory. China’s Foreign Ministry rejected that 
accusation, saying the Australian plane “deliberately intruded into China’s airspace.” 

While Chinese exercises in the Gulf of Tonkin are relatively frequent, the latest drill coincides with Vietnam publishing a 
map defining what it considers its territory in the body of water between the two countries.  

The US has long-standing defense ties across the Indo-Pacific, yet the early signals to Europe echo Trump’s more 
transactional approach to foreign affairs. In his first term, Trump pressed Japan and South Korea to boost payments to 
Washington for hosting tens of thousands of US troops and he repeatedly met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un, 
without managing to get the nation to end its nuclear weapons program. 

At the same time, Trump upgraded the role of the Quad, a regional bloc that includes Japan, Australia and India and is 
seen as tool for pushing back on China. 

A State Department spokesperson said the US will work to counter increased threats posed by its adversaries. The 
spokesperson said the US is committed to and in close contact with regional allies and partners, including about 
dangerous or coercive actions by Beijing.

America’s traditional allies in Asia may be looking for more. 

The drills damage “Beijing’s self-portrayal as a force for peace,” said James Char, assistant professor of the China 
Program at the S. Rajaratnam school. Yet “if the new US administration is seen as, and remains, indifferent, it’s a win for 
China.” 

© 2025 Bloomberg L.P.

https://gcaptain.com/chinas-navy-drills-near-us-allies-seen-as-test-for-trump/
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