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Greetings to you all, and I hope you are all in good 
health.  Still no rain of value around here, and 
continuing warm, too......but it will change, it always 
does.

I'm sure we all enjoyed the 
DVD that Neil put on for our 
last meeting, about the 
maritime heritage on the coast 
of New Zealand, set in the 
most beautiful scenery for 
which the country is noted.  
Once again the Exeter proved 
to be a good venue for our 
meetings.  

A change of scenery for our next gathering, which 
will be at Goolwa, where we will start proceedings 
with lunch at the Corio Hotel before strolling down 
the wharf to board the PS Oscar W for a cruise on 
the Murray River, to enjoy the almost silent power of 
steam.  Amazingly, it was nine years ago that we did 
this previously......time flies, etc.  It would be helpful 
if you are intending to join us, to please let Neil or 
myself know.  This will be on Sunday, June 8th, 
12.00 for lunch and 2.30 the Oscar W sets off from 
the wharf.

Thinking of river steamers, I wonder if any progress 
has been made on the salvage of  MV Cartela, 
which sank at her wharf at Franklin, Tasmania, a sad 
story so far, it seems.

Time to get this off to Editor Neil, so I look forward to 
seeing lots of you good folk down at Goolwa in a few 
weeks.

All the best, Julian.

PS Oscar W

Sunday 8th June 2025 

Join us for a short cruise on the Oscar W 
following lunch at the Corio Hotel, Goolwa.

Lunch 12:00 noon

Voyage: 2:30pm

Please book with Neil (0418821331) or Julian 
(0414365294)
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Another mixed bag this month for your enjoyment.

Most of this Traverse Board was assembled on Kangaroo 
Island where, apart from wayward dogs being captured, the 
ferry terminal at Penneshaw is not far of completion, due mid 
May.    There is still some steel work to be done, and fenders 
fitted.
On the other side the Cape Jervis terminal and associated 
berthing facilities for the new ferries is very advanced.   
A shut down of the ferry service for around 3 days later in the 
month will allow the new work to be finalised.
The new ferries are due in June or July with a 5 week transition 
period from the current ferries.
The first article sets out a controversy about the origin of the 
RAN’s new tugs, China.   This, with the Chinese Navy 
snooping around south of Australia, reminds me that in the mid 
2010s when Malcolm Turnbull was Prime Minister, the RAN 
and the Chinese Navy were great mates and conducted joint 
exercises off Australia.

Water Taxis run between the Port of Moosonee, Ontario, on 
James Bay and the nearby island settlement of Moose Factory 
to meet the train from Cochrane.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Australian Navy's newest boats made in China
Exclusive by defence correspondent Andrew Greene

In short:

Documents uncovered by the ABC have revealed new tug boats ordered for the Australian Navy were constructed in 
China.

A $28 million contract for "marine craft" was awarded to the Dutch company Damen last year.

What's next?

Defence says the tug boats will be operated by civilian contractors but it has the option to "crew the vessels in rare 
situations"

A new fleet of tug boats ordered for the Australian Navy by the Defence Department was secretly built at a Chinese 
shipyard under a $28 million contract awarded last year to a Dutch company.

Certification documents uncovered by the ABC reveal the first of three "harbour tugs" was completed in late December at 
the Damen company's "state-of-the-art" Changde facility in Hunan province, before being delivered to Darwin earlier this 
year.

In a letter sent from its Netherlands headquarters last year, Damen told the Defence Department the tug boat build "will be 
heavily reliant upon established supply chains both in Australia and overseas" but did not specify any work would occur in 
China.

"Therefore, to maximise opportunities for competitive (local) industry, Damen will 
implement proven systems and processes established that will ensure value-for-money 
for the Commonwealth of Australia," the company wrote in December.

According to the Damen correspondence, the second of its Azimuth Stern Drive (ASD) 
2111 tug boats was due to arrive in Australia by May this year, but the ABC has 
confirmed a third vessel will also be delivered before the end of 2025.

"It is firmly understood that the Commonwealth of Australia needs a partner with 
this endeavour who has significant shipbuilding and sustainment experience and 
is willing to share knowledge, appropriate intellectual property and individual 
skills."
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A Damen built tug boat under construction was shown at the company’s Changde shipyard in China last year. (Damen)

Damen Shipyards Changde says its 
workers have been producing vessels 
built to the highest standards at 
competitive price levels for more than 
30 years. (Damen)
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"The value of the Contract is approximately $28 million with an Australian contract expenditure percentage 
of 47% of the procurement of the 2 x ASD 2111 for the sustainment of the tugs over the life of type (est. 25 
years)," the Damen letter states.

In a statement Defence confirmed the tug boats are being built in China with a subsequent "fit out" occurring in Vietnam, 
but insisted they were not "Royal Australian Navy vessels, and will be operated and crewed by a civilian vessel operator".

A Department spokesperson told the ABC it is "retaining the option to crew the vessels in rare situations such as 
emergencies" and that similar tug boats have "provided harbour support to Defence for more than 10 years".

Defence has declined to comment on if any possible Australian build options were examined, or whether the new 50-foot 
tug boats would be used to support visiting international warships.

Responding to the revelations, the Opposition said Defence Minister Richard Marles had "serious questions to answer" 
including what he knew of the Chinese build and any security mitigations that might be needed.

"Did Australia's Defence Minister give the green light for two Royal Australian Navy vessels to be built in a Chinese 
shipyard or was he not across his brief?", Opposition Defence spokesman Andrew Hastie demanded to know.

"This is just another example of shocking mismanagement of Defence under the Albanese Government, and 
why Labor cannot be trusted with Australia's national security."

Mr Marles is yet to respond but in 2016 Labor heavily criticised the then Coalition government after the ABC revealed new 
Australian Army uniforms had been made in China under a contract awarded to local company Australian Defence Apparel 
(ADA).

Last year, a Damen design was selected as the preferred option for the Australian Defence Force’s new Landing Craft 
Heavy fleet, with eight of the vessels to be constructed in Western Australia by Austal. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-24/australia-navy-boat-made-in-china

Scuba diver left behind in ocean welcomes maritime safety investigation
By Alicia Hanson and Nadia Mitsopoulos ABC Radio Perth Thursday 13 March

In short:

A diver left behind in the ocean for several hours 
before being picked up by a passing ferry has 
welcomed an investigation into the incident.

It is understood the divers were in the water for 30 to 
50 minutes after their tour boat left without them.

What's next?

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority says it will 
take action "should a breach of safety regulations or 
procedures be identified".

A scuba diver left treading water in the ocean off 
Perth after his boat left him behind has welcomed an 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
investigation into the incident.

Ian, whose surname has been withheld for privacy reasons, was one of two men rescued by a passing Rottnest Ferry after 
spending several hours about two to three nautical miles off the coast on March 2.

In a statement, Ian said it was important the AMSA investigation found out what had gone wrong.

"I have full confidence in our regulator, AMSA, to thoroughly investigate how and why we were left behind by our dive 
boat," Ian said.

"While it's natural to seek immediate answers, I urge everyone to withhold judgement and wait for the full AMSA report.

"Despite the strict headcount and roll-call protocols taught by dive training organisations, incidents like this still happen."
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The two divers were spotted by crew members on board a Rottnest passenger 
ferry.    (Supplied)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-04-24/australia-navy-boat-made-in-china


The Traverse Board May 2025

While acknowledging that the issue could have been 
due to human error or miscommunication, he said dive 
boat operators had significant responsibility for divers' 
safety.

"When divers entrust their safety to a 
dive operator, they have a right to 
expect that proper procedures will be 
followed,"

he said.

"Failing to account for every diver before leaving a site 
is unacceptable, and lessons must be learned from 
this.

"I trust that AMSA's findings will help strengthen safety 
measures and prevent future incidents."

AMSA said in a statement issued on Wednesday it 
would take action if a breach was identified.

"AMSA takes the safety of passengers and crew very seriously and will not hesitate to take swift and strong action should 
a breach of safety regulations or procedures be identified," it said.

Lucky rescue by ferry crew

The ABC has been told Ian and another man were spotted in the water by a crew member aboard a Rottnest ferry that 
was returning to Hillarys, about two to three nautical miles off the coast.

It is understood the divers were in the water for 30 to 50 minutes after their tour boat left without them.

Rottnest Fast Ferries director James Mulholland said the 
men were pulled from the water and taken to shore.

One of the men later went to hospital, the ABC has been 
told.

The men were taking part in a dive tour operated by Perth 
Diving Academy based at Hillarys Boat Harbour.

When approached by ABC Radio Perth, Perth Diving 
Academy director Troy Lane refused to comment before 
later saying everyone was safe and "nobody died".

The incident echoes the case of American tourists Tom 
and Eileen Lonergan, who were unintentionally left behind 
during a scuba diving trip in north Queensland back in 
1998.

Despite a widescale search, their bodies were never found.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-13/perth-diver-left-behind-in-ocean-welcomes-investigation

An Update on the SS Cartela: 27/3/25

The vessel has been refloated.   The Cartela Trust reported the next steps via Facebook

The Trust met today to finalise the next works required to satisfy both the funding deed with the Tasmanian Government and plans for 
towing to Battery Point.    Based on external advice it has been determined to remove most of the top deck due to a loss of structural 
integrity (primarily wood rot) and to decrease windage ahead of towing.   The removal of the upper works was always anticipated.  The 
removal of the upper works will also allow access to the engine room for the removal of her diesel engine, generators, fuel tank etc.   Any 
timber suitable for reuse on Cartela will be retained, along with any historic items.  Surplus timber (below boat grade) will be offered for 
sale by expression of interest.  It is also proposed to conduct an expression of interest for the removal of the engine and associated 
equipment.  More details on that point, including engine specifications etc will be released shortly.  The Trust would like to stress that 
these materials are surplus to requirements for the restoration. 

https://www.facebook.com/CartelaProject
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A Rottnest Fast Ferries confirmed the men were pulled from the water.   
(ABC Radio Perth: Alicia Hanson)

The tour the men were on was operated by Perth Diving Academy. (ABC Radio 
Perth: Alicia Hanson)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-13/perth-diver-left-behind-in-ocean-welcomes-investigation/105046934
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Lady Nelson all-female crew celebrate women's contribution to sailing

•

By Sophie Jaggers Sunday 9 March

In short:

Tasmania's Lady Nelson — a locally built replica of a British tall ship pivotal to the European settlement of Hobart 
and northern Tasmania — has been sailing the River Derwent since she was launched in 1988 for Australia's 
bicentenary.

The volunteer-run brig set off on a 90-minute short sail on Saturday operated by an all-female crew to celebrate 
International Women's Day.

What's next?

The original Lady Nelson transported about 7,000 early settlers, convicts, sailors and soldiers during her time. It's 
estimated that between 15 to 20 per cent of Tasmanian women today can trace their lineage back to the ship's 
passengers.

Lady Nelson master Astrid Wilson has sailed on the replica brig for most of her life.

She said she has been dreaming of this day, the first time an all-female crew has sailed the vessel, since she was 14.

"It's really special. It's been a long time coming and it means the world. 
It really shows how society has changed," she said.

On International Women's Day on Saturday, a crew of 10 women and 
30 female passengers sailed on Hobart's River Derwent to pay tribute to 
the contribution of women throughout maritime history.

Lady Nelson engineer Clare Darling wants to turn the tide on a common 
perception that sailing is "men's business".

"The history of maritime [sailing] is very male, and a lot of people see 
boats as men's business. It's not men's business," she said.
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The replica Lady Nelson has hot water, flushing toilets and a kitchen with white goods — in contrast to the 1800s original tall ship.

Astrid Wilson says "it's really nice" to sail the ship with an  
all-female crew "to do it for the women of our past". (ABC 
News: Sophie Jaggers)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/sophie-jaggers/103532852
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"Way back, there were female pirates. So why not have an all-women crew? We're capable. We can do it 
ourselves."

A diverse crew

The ship's crew are all volunteers, aged between 16 and 70 years old, with a range of sailing experience.

Ada Okenyo, 16, is one of the youngest. She joined the crew after a day sailing trip with her scout group.

"Just being able to learn everything is just truly amazing," she said.

"We all see pirate ships and think that it's so far-fetched, but it's right here in Tasmania, in my hometown."

For Ms Darling, who had been working in the women's health 
sector, joining the Lady Nelson crew four years ago inspired 
her to retrain as a maritime engineer.

"I've worked in various forms of women's health all my life, 
and I wanted to do something that was completely different 
that was still volunteering in a useful way, but that was fun for 
me as well," she said.

"It was completely different from doing women's health 
promotion to learning how to fix a diesel engine."

Parallels with the past

The original Lady Nelson brig, built near London in 1798, 
brought the first European settlers to Tasmania.

The ship played a pivotal role in the British settlement of 
Hobart and northern Tasmania, and operated until 1825; 
when she was attacked and plundered by local islanders, 
her crew murdered, with the ship destroyed by fire near 
Timor.

The Lady Nelson was the first British colonial ship to enter 
Hobart's port and served a variety of roles including 
exploration, forming settlements, moving goods and people, 
and even capturing pirates.

An estimated 5,000 and 7,000 people travelled on the 
original vessel across her 25-year working life, at a time 
when the European population of Sydney was about 
10,000. 
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Ten crew and 30 female passengers were onboard for the milestone 
event. (ABC News: Ebony ten Broeke)

Teenager Ada Okenyo is one of the youngest of the ship's crew. (ABC 
News: Sophie Jaggers)

The replica brig was built locally from Tasmanian timbers and sleeps 18 
comfortably. (ABC News: Ebony ten Broeke)

Clare Darling changed careers to spend more time aboard the Lady 
Nelson.    (ABC News: Sophie Jaggers)
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The boat's historian, Malcolm Riley, said between 15 to 20 per cent of Tasmanian women today may have an ancestor 
who journeyed on the Lady Nelson.

Ms Wilson said the opportunity to sail on International Women's Day was "really nice to be able to do it for the women of 
our past".

"A lot of [the original passengers] would have been free women or convicts, so it's a very different role these days, 
because we are in charge, and we're part of the committees," she said.

"We're part of an organisation where we're equal, as opposed to back then. They never thought that this would 
have been an opportunity."

The replica, built in Woodbridge near Hobart from was launched in 1988 — the year of the Australian Bicentenary — with 
construction beginning in 1986.

UK’s Carrier Strike Group Sets Sail for Eight-Month Indo-Pacific 
Deployment

Mike Schuler April 23, 2025  

The Royal Navy‘s flagship HMS Prince of Wales departed Portsmouth today, leading the UK’s premier naval deployment 
of 2025. The carrier strike group embarks on an ambitious eight-month mission spanning from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
demonstrating the UK’s commitment to maintaining global maritime security.

Operation Highmast, as the mission is known, will see the strike group conducting exercises with a dozen allied nations 
across the Mediterranean, Middle East, South-east Asia, Japan, and Australia. The deployment represents a significant 
show of force, coming at a time of increased global tensions.
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The Lady Nelson depicted in Sydney Cove. (Supplied: State Library of New South Wales)
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“Working closely with partners from across the globe, Operation Highmast will demonstrate credible deterrence and our 
support to NATO and the rules-based international order,” said Commodore James Blackmore, commanding the operation 
from HMS Prince of Wales. 

The initial deployment consists of approximately 2,500 military personnel, including 2,100 British, 200 Norwegian, and 
additional Canadian and Spanish forces. This number is expected to increase to over 4,500 during key exercises in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

The strike group’s composition includes destroyer HMS Dauntless, Norwegian vessels HNoMS Maud and HNoMS Roald 
Amundsen, frigate HMS Richmond, Canadian frigate HMCS Ville de Québec, and Royal Fleet Auxiliary tanker RFA 
Tidespring. The air wing will comprise up to 24 F-35B fifth-generation strike fighters, along with attack helicopters, troop-
carrying aircraft, anti-submarine helicopters, and drones, supported by approximately 750 personnel.

Defence Secretary John Healey highlighted the significance of the deployment: “Operation Highmast exemplifies our 
unwavering commitment to the security and stability of our nation. As one of only a few nations capable of leading a 
deployment of this scale, the Royal Navy is once again demonstrating that UK defence is strong, modern, and ready to 
meet the threats of today and tomorrow.” 

The carrier group’s immediate schedule includes NATO exercises off France, focusing on aerial defense capabilities, 
followed by joint operations with an Italian-led carrier force in the Mediterranean. The group will then proceed east of Suez 
via the Red Sea.

The deployment marks the second major carrier strike group operation for the Royal Navy in recent years, following HMS 
Queen Elizabeth’s 2021 deployment during the global pandemic. The mission aims to declare full operational capability for 
the Queen Elizabeth-class carriers while reinforcing the UK’s commitment to NATO and international security.

Captain Will Blackett, Commanding Officer of HMS Prince of Wales, leads the 1,600-strong crew aboard the carrier. “This 
ship is a fantastic machine, but she only works thanks to the magic brought to her by the 1,600 people on board, working 
hard, a magnificent team.” 

https://gcaptain.com/uks-carrier-strike-group-sets-sail-for-eight-month-indo-pacific-deployment/
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HMS Prince of Wales departs Portsmouth, England, UK, April 22, 2025. Photo courtesy Royal Navy
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