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President's Report
Greetings to you all, and I trust you are all staying 
healthy and WARM.  This Traverse Board is coming to 
you a bit earlier than normal, to let you know what is 
planned for our next two events.

Due to the nasty weather, the trip to Goolwa and the 
Oscar W was postponed, and instead we met for lunch 
at the RSAYS, and we were delighted to welcome 
Genevieve McGuire and her companion Mark, who 
made the great effort to drive across from Sydney for 
the weekend.  Genevieve is a niece of Paul McGuire, 
and has an extensive knowledge of her family, very 
interesting indeed.

To get back to our odd-month routine, on Sunday 20th 
July, we will be visiting the ship, City of Adelaide, now 
established ashore at Dock 2, Port Adelaide, it is quite 
a while since we were there last, and it will be 
interesting to see recent progress below decks.  The 
intention is to meet at the ship at 10:00am and then 
head off for lunch at the Exeter Hotel, Semaphore 
Road.

On Sunday, September 21st, we will try again to enjoy 
a cruise aboard the PS Oscar W, following lunch at the 
Corio Hotel, Goolwa.  Our Secretary, Neil, says he will 
dial up some better weather than on our last attempt!  
It is wonderful to feel the silent power of steam.  I do 
hope we will have a good muster for both these 
events, we are an interesting group, the Friends, and it 
is always heartening to get together when we can.

Time to get this off now, so I wish you all well in the 
meantime.

Regards, Julian.
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July Meeting

Sunday 20th September 2025

City Of Adelaide 
Join us for a tour of the City of Adelaide Clipper Ship 

at 10:00 am.

We will follow this with lunch at the Exeter Hotel, 
Semaphore.

Please book with Neil (0418821331) or Julian 
(0414365294)
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PS Oscar W

Following our last minute decision to change our May 
gathering to the RSAYS because of the promised bad 

weather we have rescheduled the trip to Goolwa to

Sunday 21st September 2025 

Join us for a short cruise on the Oscar W 
following lunch at the Corio Hotel, Goolwa.

Lunch 12:30 pm

Voyage: 2:30pm

This will coincide with the Goolwa Markets near the 
railway station in the morning.

There is also a Cockle Train to Victor Harbour leaving 
at 10:00 am returning at 11:30 am. 

Please book with Neil (0418821331) or Julian 
(0414365294)

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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250 Tons of Electric Power
Wendy Laursen, Contributing Writer 

Wendy Laursen has 20 years of experience as a journalist....

May 29, 2025 

The world’s largest electric ferry built to date (Source: Incat)  

The electric ferry Ampere went into service in 2015. It was the world’s first electric ferry, and it has now sailed the 
equivalent of over 17 times around the equator.

The 80-meter vessel boasts about 11 tons of battery system.

This month, the world’s largest electric ferry built to date was launched at Incat in Tasmania, Australia. This 130-meter 
vessel boats 250 tons of battery system. The electrical system integration is by Wärtsilä and battery system by Corvus 
Energy.

In the May issue of Maritime Reporter magazine, Philip Lewis, Director of Research at Intelatus, looks at the current state 

of electric and hybrid-electric propulsion, reporting that about 65% of all operational and on order vessels are recorded 
as hybrid, where the batteries are charged by the main engines. A further 17% of the segment are plug-in hybrids that 
feature charging connections that allow for charging in port or at offshore locations. Pure electric vessels that feature only 
batteries account for 17% of the segment.

“It is comparatively easier to plan for 100% battery electric operations for vessels operating on a fixed route or close to 
charging infrastructure. But where vessels risk being away from charging infrastructure then the need to charge from 
internal combustion engines increases,” says Lewis.

To date, batteries have featured in the short-sea shipping segments most suited to battery operations, including ferries, 
offshore oil & gas and wind support and tugs.
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The number of vessels is growing.

The Port of Antwerp-Bruges in Belgium has launched its first fully electric tug, Volta 1, and Sanmar has six fully electric 
tugs under construction.

And this week, NYK unveiled Japan’s first fully battery-driven work vessel, the 9-meter e-Crea. The vessel highlights 
some of the technical challenges faced by all electric vessels, with NYK saying: “Following the installation of the electric 
propulsion system, including substantial battery modules in the hull, the vessel’s weight exceeded initial projections. To 
maintain proper balance, the team reconfigured equipment placement and cabling, thereby optimizing internal space and 
ensuring safe, stable navigation.”

As Lewis says: “Battery systems required to power 100% of vessel operations are generally physically quite large and 
heavy, impacting on the ship’s design.”

With every newbuild delivered, the diversity of electric vessels is increasing. This week, CMA CGM launched the first fully 
electric container barge in Vietnam, supported by the construction of a solar-powered charging station.

With the combination of electric barge, solar farm and on-site charging station, CMA CGM is providing NIKE with a 
tailored, efficient and emissions-free logistics solution.

It is also overcoming one of the key challenges to fully electric operation that Lewis highlights: “Given the IMO direction 
to reduce emissions on a well-to-wake basis, how electricity is produced remains a key challenge to certifying that a 
vessel is carrying and converting energy that is truly zero or low-emission.”

Also this week, another opportunity for zero well-to-wake emissions was reported by Corvus Energy. The company is 
providing battery systems for four new BC Ferries vessels that will be fully-electric capable, with the batteries charged 
using renewable energy from shore in Canada.

Beginning with the first zero-emission ferry, Ampere, Corvus systems have been selected for more than 100 short-
distance hybrid and all-electric ferries globally.

https://www.marinelink.com/news/tons-electric-power-526307

Adventure Race Japan raises $1.85m for seafarer welfare
The second edition of the Mission to Seafarers (MtS) Adventure Race Japan exceeds fundraising target.

 Marcus Hand, Editor  June 11, 2025

The second running of the race held on Izu 
Peninsula in Japan last month attracted over 
100 teams from 26 countries to compete in 
two challenges – Green Dragon and Black 
Dragon – held across two days last month.
Held from 15 – 18 May the race raised funds 
for the activities of the MtS through a mix of 
team registrations, generous corporate 
sponsorships, and participant fundraising 
initiatives.

The second edition of the race raised $1.85 
million, exceeding a target of $1.7 million, and 
$550,000 higher than the first time it was held.

In all 300 people competed in the race 
comprising 89 women and 211 men braving 
rugged terrain and unpredictable weather on the Izu Peninsula in Japan.

On behalf of the organising committee, Jan Webber, MtS Director of Development, commented: “This event was a great 
opportunity to bring together the global shipping community, and I was glad to see so many brands across the industry 
represented. It’s a great microcosm of our industry, with owners, operators, insurers, agents, class societies, flag states, 
and many more service providers taking part. Combined, we estimate that those in attendance represented 55% of the 
world's tonnage in varying degrees and, by extension, close to 1 million seafarers!”

Funds raised from the event will be allocated to a range of projects across the world, including the MtS’ s Family Support 
Networks in the Philippines and India.

Sponsors included platinum sponsor, Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL), and Gold sponsors - Swire Bulk, Swire Shipping, NYK 
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Line, Shoei Kisen Kaisha, V.Group, NorthStandard and Arrow, that between them raised more than $500,000.

Takeshi Hashimoto, CEO of MOL, commented: “MOL is honoured to be the sole platinum sponsor of the Adventure Race 
Japan. The Mission’s work is crucial to MOL as they provide help and support for the world’s seafarers when they need it 
most. MOL strongly believes that this event is a fantastic opportunity to raise funds and awareness for the welfare of the 

seafarers who are fundamental to global trade and the safe operation of 
our business.”

Following completion of the Adventure Race Japan teams gathered for 
an awards ceremony hosted MtS Japan Chairman Christopher Eve, who 
also heads Informa Markets in Japan.

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/crewing/adventure-race-japan-raises-1-
85m-for-seafarer-welfare

Saving lives and growth: The focus for 
Marine Rescue Eden

Published on: 12th Jun, 2025

Marine Rescue Eden leaders Roger Barson and Nancy Weatherman have been re-elected to continue guiding the unit’s 
mission of saving lives on the water.

Barson was appointed Unit Commander in 
February 2024 and will now remain in the role 
until June 2027. He will continue to be supported 
by re-elected Deputy Unit Commander Nancy 
Weatherman.

“We are both excited to be steering the unit and 
supporting boating safety on the Far South 
Coast,” Barson said.

“Nancy is a wonderful support and knows the unit  
inside out — her knowledge is invaluable,” he 
added.

Barson said he and 2024 Marine Rescue NSW 
Officer of the Year, Weatherman, are eager to 
continue the important work the unit has been 
doing on and off the water.

We are a strong, efficient group of 40 impressive 
volunteers who manage marine radio 
communications and carry out rescues on the 
water.

“Recruitment is a high priority for the unit. We have recently onboarded five new volunteers and would like to continue 
growing the team while encouraging boating safety.

“Marine Rescue Eden is actively seeking more volunteer radio operators and vessel crew. Future volunteers need no 
prior experience — we provide full, free training and the opportunity to give back to the community by supporting and 
assisting boaters in the greatest office in the world: the waters of the Far South Coast and Twofold Bay,” he said.

Unit Commander Barson is also reminding boaters to download the free Marine Rescue NSW app and always Log On 
with Marine Rescue NSW via the app or VHF channel 16 before heading out on the water.

“We would like to see all boaters making Logging On part of their pre-launch routine.

“It only takes a minute to Log On and ensures our highly skilled and dedicated volunteers can keep watch for a boater’s 
safe return.

“In the event a boater doesn’t return as planned, a search will be initiated,” he said.

Those looking to enquire about volunteering with Marine Rescue Eden can call (02) 6497 2500 or visit 
www.marinerescuensw.com.au/become-a-volunteer.
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Marine Rescue Eden Deputy Unit Commander Nancy Weather on radio watch at the 
Marine Rescue Eden Search and Rescue Coordination Centre
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Marine Rescue NSW is a volunteer based not-for-profit professional organisation dedicated to keeping boaters safe on 
the water and supporting local communities.

https://www.marinebusinessnews.com.au/
2025/06/saving-lives-and-growth-the-focus-for-
marine-rescue-eden

We were pleased to welcome Paul McGuire's neice, Genevieve McGuireto our gathering at the Royal South Australian 
Yacht Squadron in June.

She  and her companion Mark had travelled from NSW for the occassion.
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Marine Rescue Eden radio operators are stationed at the Marine Rescue Eden 
Search and Rescue Coordination Centre Xray 30 is the rescue vessel based at Marine Rescue Eden
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Norwegian cargo ship runs aground metres from man’s front door
Associated Press May 24, 2025 https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/world/norwegian-cargo-ship-runs-aground-metres-
from-mans-front-door/news-story/c1f87a4b9610e1d34d1777389f96127d

A Norwegian man awoke to find that a cargo ship had run aground and narrowly missed crashing into his home along the 
Trondheim Fjord’s coast.

Johan Helberg told Norwegian broadcaster NRK that he’d slept through the whole thing and only woke up when a 
neighbor started ringing his doorbell about 6am local time.

Images show the 135-meter-long ship’s red and green bow just metres from Mr Helberg’s house. 

He told NRK the only damage was to a heating pump’s wire.

Authorities say they received reports that 
the NCL Salten had run aground shortly 
before 6am Thursday (local time) and no 
injuries or oil spills were reported.

Police are investigating whether a crew 
member responsible for steering the ship 
fell asleep.

 

Locals flocked to the Fjord to see the giant 
cargo ship and watch authorities attempt to 
refloat the vessel.

The company said it was cooperating with 
the investigation.

A police spokesperson could not 
immediately be reached for comment.

Page 6

The cargo ship was just metres from Mr Helberg’s home on the Trondheim Fjord coast in 
Norway. Picture: Jan Langhaug / NTB / AFP

Shipping company NCL said in a statement it was aware of police statements saying they had one 
suspect.
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