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President's Report January 2026
Greetings to you all,
and  l hope you are
all coping with the
proper summer
weather now that it
is here. 
Unfortunately this
country of ours has
a harsh side to its
nature, as we hear
and see in the news.

There was a lot of
serious reading in
the last TB, on the
topic of the new
ferries, both for here
and for Tasmania,
with some poor
management leading of course to many thousands of 
dollars being added to the cost, in both projects.  
One would like to think that all the clever people 
involved in these projects could have made things 
flow along a bit better than that!  One day ,,,,,,,,,,,,

In late November we met for our pre-Christmas 
luncheon at the Royal Oak, Clarendon, and we 
enjoyed a superb meal and a generally pleasant time, 
seven of us did, anyway.

Our next gathering will be our AGM and BBQ, on 
Sunday, February 1st, at the RSAYS, Outer Harbour, 
starting about noon, in the SE corner precinct.  I do 
hope to see a good crowd attending, it's not all 
serious stuff, quite fun, really.  Don't forget, BYO 
victuals.

Time to wrap this up now, I wish you all the very best for
2026.   

Regards, Julian.
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AGM

Sunday 1st February 2026

RSAYS
Please join us for a pleasant gathering at
the Barbeque Gazebo in the South 
Eastern corner of the South Australian 
Yacht Squadron Basin.

Lunch is from 12:00 noon, the busines 
meeting will follow.

BYO eats and drinks.

The cruise ship Coral Adventurer seems ill-fated 
of late; first leaving an elderly passenger behind 
on Lizard Island in Queensland, then more 
recently running aground in PNG.

Fortunately all passengers and crew involved in 
the grounding are uninjured and back in 
Australia, many not happy with Coral Cruises.

The vessel has been refloated but is detained in 
PNG so the authorities can investigate the 
circumstances of the incident.

The last page contains a list of recent 
acquisitions tto the McGuire collection.

mailto:neil@fpmml.org.au
http://www.fpmml.org.au/
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Cruise ship with 120 onboard runs aground at Dregerhafen point
Sunday, 28 December 2025, 8:52 am

https://www.nbc.com.pg/post/30870/cruise-ship-with-120-onboard-runs-aground-at-dreghafen-point

An Australian-registered cruise ship carrying more than 120
people has run aground on coral reefs at Dregerhafen Point
in Morobe Province, triggering an emergency maritime
response and an investigation into possible environmental
damage. 

Police in Morobe confirmed that the vessel, Coral Adventurer,
owned by Australian company Coral Expeditions, became
grounded early yesterday morning while transiting through
Finschhafen District en route to Madang and the Sepik. 

According to the Morobe Provincial Police Commander’s
Office, the Lae Water Police received the incident report and
confirmed the grounding occurred at about 5:30am after the
vessel encountered strong sea currents near Dregerhafen
Point. 

The ship, captained by George Korovytsky, had departed
Cairns, Australia, and was navigating PNG waters when it
struck the reef. 

A Lae Water Police team responded and arrived at the scene
at around 11:30am, accompanied by an officer from the
National Maritime Safety Authority [NMSA]. 

Police said a full inspection of the vessel was conducted, with
ship documentation verified and safety checks carried out
onboard. 

Following the inspection, the NMSA officer issued a ship
grounding permit and confirmed that a specialised NMSA
investigation team will attend the site today to assess the

extent of damage to the vessel’s hull and the surrounding marine 
environment. 

The Coral Adventurer is carrying a total of 120 people, including 80 
passengers from Australia, New Zealand and Canada, two 
passengers from Israel, and 44 crew members. 

For safety and security, three Water Police officers have remained 
onboard the vessel until it is cleared to resume its voyage. 

Authorities say further updates will be provided once investigations 
determine whether the grounding caused structural damage to the 

ship or harm to the coral reefs at Dregerhafen Point. 
© 2025 National Broadcasting Corporation of Papua New Guinea 
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The cruise ship grounded at Dregerhafen point (Image: Supplied)

Lae water police doing inspection on the cruise ship (Image: 
Supplied)
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AMSA investigators board cruise ship following 80yo's death on island
By national tourism reporter Kristy Sexton-McGrath, Conor Byrne and Rosanne Maloney and ABC Far North

Mon 3 NovMonday 3 November

In short:

The Coral Adventurer cruise ship
has been experiencing mechanical
problems ahead of the decision to
end a cruise during which a
passenger died.

Suzanne Rees, 80, died last week
as the ship continued its voyage
before her absence was noticed.

What's next?

Australian Maritime Safety
Authority investigators have
boarded and are continuing the
investigation.

The cruise ship at the centre of the death of an 80-year-old tourist on a remote Great Barrier Reef island has anchored 
off Cairns.

The Coral Adventurer moored about 2 nautical miles north-north-east of Yorkeys Knob harbour in Far North Queensland 
on Tuesday evening.

Australian Maritime Safety Authority officers and a company representative boarded the ship's tender on Wednesday 
morning to begin investigating the death of Suzanne Rees.

The luxury cruise ship had been 
struggling with mechanical 
problems before Ms Rees was 
allegedly left behind on Lizard 
Island, the ABC has been told.

The Coral Adventurer's 60-night 
circumnavigation of Australia 
had been due to depart Cairns 
on October 17 but was delayed 
by a week.

A source, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, told the ABC the 
ship "had big problems" before 
the journey began."The reason 
why they were a week late to 
depart was because there was 
something wrong with the 

engine," they said.

"And then it happened again on the trip after the poor lady died."

Ms Rees was found dead on the island on Sunday, October 26 after embarking on an escorted hike to the island's 
lookout the previous day. Her family said they were told she felt unwell and turned back without anyone to assist her.

Witnesses report that the Coral Adventurer left the island on Saturday evening before returning late that night to conduct 
a search after Ms Rees was found to be missing.

After Ms Rees's body was recovered by rescue services, the ship continued its journey north and anchored in the Torres 
Strait late last week.

But the ship encountered further mechanical problems and passengers and some crew were flown to the mainland by 
charter aircraft from Horn Island late last week.

Coral Expeditions has confirmed the voyage was cancelled following Ms Rees's death and the mechanical problems.
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AMSA investigators board the Coral Explorer at Yorkeys Knob in Cairns. (ABC News: Kristy Sexton)

The Coral Explorer is anchored off Yorkeys Knob in Cairns. (ABC News: Kristy Sexton)
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The company said passengers would receive a full refund and that arrangements had been made for their return 
journeys.

"The Coral team prides itself on delivering high-quality experiences to our guests. It was increasingly apparent given the 
circumstances of the last week that we could not deliver on this promise," it said in a statement.

Ports North, which manages the region's ports, said its berths are full.

Day of the incident

Cairns-based Coral Expeditions, owned by the NRMA, runs
three small ships: the Coral Adventurer, the Coral Geographer
and the Coral Discoverer.

On the day of the incident, October 25, the Coral Adventurer
was on its first stopover of the 60-day trip, which cost
passengers tens of thousands of dollars.

Ms Rees, a retired accountant and avid bushwalker, joined a
tender from the ship and joined a guided walk to the island's
highest point, Cook's Look.

The Sydney grandmother's family said they had been told by
police that it was a very hot day and that Ms Rees felt ill while
on the climb and was asked to head back down by herself.

The alarm was only raised when she failed to appear for
dinner.

A search of the ship, which has capacity for 120 guests and 46
crew, was conducted before Ms Rees was reported missing to AMSA's Joint Rescue Coordination Centre at about 10pm.

Her body was discovered ashore the next day and her family called for a coronial inquest into her death.

"From the little we have been told, it seems that there was a failure of care and common sense," daughter Katherine 
Rees said.

"The ship left, apparently without doing a passenger count.

"Mum died alone."

In a statement, AMSA said it was also investigating and would examine why Ms Rees may not have been accounted for 
during boarding.

The regulator said it would assess any noncompliance
and take any necessary action.

Operators of commercial passenger vessels are
required to have procedures to monitor passengers,
including head counts, so no-one is left behind.

NRMA chair Derek Stanwell said the news of Ms
Rees's death was devastating.  

"I feel a heavy sadness that a trip that should have
been a source of joy and adventure ended so
tragically," he said.

"On behalf of the entire NRMA and Coral Expeditions
communities, we are deeply sorry."

Mr Stanwell said the organisation's priorities were to
support the family and cooperate with the investigation.

"Like everyone, we are determined to understand how
this could have occurred and get the Rees family the
answers they deserve," he said. 

Posted Mon 3 Nov 2025 at 4:14pmMonday 3 Nov 2025
at 4:14pm, updated Wed 5 Nov 2025 at 2:51pm
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A rare bird: an Australian registered Cruise Ship!

The Cairns based Coral Adventurer, a 120 guest cruise 
ship, visited Kingscote, Kangaroo Island on 3rd December 
2024 en-route from Robe to Port McDonnell.  It is pictured 
here inside the Spit.  The ship was on a passage from 
Adelaide to Melbourne then on around Tasmania, and 
finally to New Zealand.

120 passengers seems to me to be a much more pleasant 
number than the 2000 – 3000 passenger ships that come 
into Penneshaw.  

It has up to 48 crew.

This map shows the cruise ship arriving at Lizard Island on the 
morning of October 25 and departing late that afternoon, before 
turning back to the island later that night. (MarineTraffic)
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Century-old Hereward shipwreck re-emerges at Sydney's Maroubra 
Beach
By Declan Bowring ABC Radio
Sydney Thu 13 Nov

In short:

The wreck of the Hereward
has been uncovered at
Maroubra Beach in Sydney's
east.

The three-mast ship was
beached and broke up in the
bay in 1898.

What's next?

Lifeguards are urging only
experienced snorkellers to
explore the wreck as it sits in a
surf break.

A century-old shipwreck has
re-emerged from under the
sand just metres off Maroubra
Beach in Sydney's east.

Powerful surf over the past two
months has shifted sand from
the beach's north end,
exposing the wreck of the Hereward. 

The ship beached at Maroubra on the night of May 5, 1898 when, sailing up the New South Wales coast,  it was blown 
off course by powerful winds that tore its sails to shreds. 

Fortunately, the 1,513-ton, full-rigged iron clipper
avoided two rocky reefs and the crew of 25 were be
brought safely ashore.

The ship could not be refloated and was broken in two
by waves later that year. Concerned for surfers,
Randwick City Council and navy divers blasted the
remains of the ship in the 1950s and 60s. 

Heritage NSW senior marine archaeologist Brad
Duncan says it is the most exposed it has been in
more than a decade.

"There is a heck of a lot left over, actually. There is a
very large section of hull," Dr Duncan said.

"It's one of a couple of instances where the vessels
come on shore really close to a population.

"It's right in the middle of a surf break, so the
local surfers love it because that's the reason
the break is there."

Dr Duncan said the ship's cannon was discovered in 2013 when the wreck was last fully exposed, prompting a salvaging 
effort. The cannon now resides in the nearby Maroubra Seals club. 

Lifeguard supervisor Paul Moffatt says the big surf a couple of months ago took a lot of sand from the beach's north end.

He said it usually partially uncovers every four years, but this time, a lot of the ship has been unearthed. 
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The Hereward sits just 50 metres from the shoreline at Maroubra Beach in Sydney's east.   (Supplied: Glenn 
Duffus Photography)

The ship was blown on to the beach during an event called the Maitland Gale.
(Supplied: Australian National Maritime Collection)
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"After this last big surf, you can actually see a
lot of the wreck," Mr Moffatt said.

"Maybe once a year we'll see a bit of it. But
definitely this time it's a lot bigger."

Snorkelling experience needed

The wreck is about 50 metres from the beach
and about 3 metres deep, depending on the
tides. 

Mr Moffatt says the wreck is in a part of the
beach that regularly has a surf break and is
well outside the usual flagged area. 

"We've had a couple of instances where
people have tried to go out and they've been
dumped," Mr Moffatt said.

"If people do go snorkelling, they've got to be
an experienced snorkeller.

"Where it is, there's quite a few rocks on the shoreline."

Dr Duncan said while the wreck is there for the 
community to enjoy, it is protected under 
Commonwealth heritage legislation, and there are 
large penalties if anyone takes sections of it.
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Lifeguards are urging only experienced snorkellers to approach the wreck because it 
sits under a surf break.   (Supplied: Glenn Duffus Photography)

The ship's cannon was salvaged from the wreck in 2013 and now sits in the 
Maroubra Seals club. (Supplied)

Much of the ship's metal hull and remnants of its three masts are part of the wreck.   
(Supplied: Glenn Duffus Photography)

Maroubra Beach (Google Maps)
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The Friends of the Paul Mcguire Maritime Library Inc Profit & Loss For Period 
Covering 01/01/25 to 31/12/25

Revenues
Income

      Interest Income

            Term Deposit Interest $1,726.53

            Working Account Interest $0.00

      Membership Subs $207.50

      Donations $25.00

      Grants $0.00

Total Revenue $1,959.03

Expenses
Expenses

      Bank Service Charge $0.00

      Donations to State Library $0.00

Total Expenses $0.00

Net income for Period $1,959.03

The Friends of the Paul Mcguire Maritime Library Inc Balance Sheet 31/12/25

Assets
Assets

      Current Assets

            Working Account $4,222.74

            Term Deposit $36,746.37

Total Assets $40,969.11

Liabilities

Liabilities $0.00

Total Liabilities $0.00

Equity

Equity

      Opening Balances $39,010.08

Retained Earnings $1,959.03

Total Equity $40,969.11

Total Liabilities & Equity $40,969.11
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Additions to the Paul McGuire Maritime Library in the past few months:

SEPTEMBER 2025
In my element : life lessons from the world's toughest solo ocean race / Pip Hare.

London : Adlard Coles, 2024.

Astute Class nuclear submarine : 2010 to date : insights into the design, construction and operation

Gates, Jonathan, author.

Sparkford, Yeovil, Somerset UK : Haynes Publishing, 2018.

Marine biology / Peter Castro, Michael E. Huber ; original artwork by William C. Ober and Claire E.

New York, NY : McGraw Hill, [2024]

Italian assault craft, 1940-1945 : human torpedoes and other special attack weapons / Erminio Bagnas

Barnsley, South Yorkshire : Seaford Publishing, 2023.

The neptune factor : Alfred Thayer Mahan and the concept of sea power / Nicholas A. Lambert.

Annapolis, Maryland : Naval Institute Press, 2025.

The Tyne coal keel : a unique British watercraft, 1400-1890 / Adrian Osler.

[Tyne and Wear, England] : Adrian Osler, 2022.

Stars to steer by : celebrating the 20th century women who went to sea / Julia Jones.

London : Adlard Coles, 2025.

Introduction to digital navigation : including fundamentals of navigation / Alexander Arnfinn Olsen.

Chamm Switzerland : Springer, [2024]

Naval architecture for marine engineers / revised by Richard Pemberton ; E.A. Stokoe.

London : Reeds, 2024.

The ancient port of Whitby and its shipping : with some subjects of interest connected therewith : plans and illustrations / compiled from 
various registers of shipping, periodicals, local newspapers and histories, etc. by Richard Weatherill.

Whitby : Horne and Son, 1908.

OCTOBER 2025
China's maritime gray zone operations / edited by Andrew S. Erickson and Ryan D. Martinson.

Annapolis, Maryland : Naval Institute Press, [2019]

Continental powers and naval development : strategy coherence, threat diffusion, and success at sea

London ; New York : Routledge, 2026.

Deck officers and masters guide v.1 : navigation, manoeuvring, watchkeeping / Richard V. Weinberg.

[United States?] : [Richard V. Weinberg], [2020]

Deck officers and masters guide v.2 : shipbuilding, ship stability and ship operations / Richard V. Weinberg.

[United States?] : [Richard V. Weinberg], [2018]

Field Guide to the Seashores of South-Eastern Australia / Christine Porter ; Ty G. Matthews.

Clayton South, Vic : CSIRO Publishing, 2023.

HMS Turbulent / Stephen Wynn.

Barnsley, South Yorkshire : Pen & Sword Maritime, 2023.

HMS Terror : the design, fitting and voyages of the polar discovery ship / Matthew Betts.

Barnsley : Seaforth Publishing, 2022.

Oil spill monitoring handbook / editors: Sharon Hook, Graeme Batley, Michael Holloway, Paul Irving and Andrew Ross.

Clayton South, Vic. : CSIRO Publishing, [2016]

Plankton : a guide to their ecology and monitoring for water quality /  Iain M. Suthers, David Rissik and Anthony J. Richardson. 2nd ed.

Boca Raton, FL : CRC Press, [2019]

Saving MacArthur : the story of America's most daring naval rescue, and the men it left behind / Rudi Tomedi.

Havertown, PA : Casemate Publishers, 2025.

Yamato class battleships : Shipcraft 14 / Steve Wiper.

London : Seaforth, 2009.
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